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5 “We have found this man to be a troublemaker, stirring up riots among the Jews all over the 
world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect 6 and even tried to desecrate the temple; so we 
seized him. 8 By examining him yourself you will be able to learn the truth about all these 
charges we are bringing against him.” 
9 The other Jews joined in the accusation, asserting that these things were true. 

10 When the governor motioned for him to speak, Paul replied: “I know that for a number of 
years you have been a judge over this nation; so I gladly make my defense. 11 You can easily 
verify that no more than twelve days ago I went up to Jerusalem to worship. 12 My accusers did 
not find me arguing with anyone at the temple, or stirring up a crowd in the synagogues or 
anywhere else in the city.13 And they cannot prove to you the charges they are now making 
against me.14 However, I admit that I worship the God of our ancestors as a follower of the 
Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is 
written in the Prophets, 15 and I have the same hope in God as these men themselves have, that 
there will be a resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. 16 So I strive always to keep 
my conscience clear before God and man. (Acts 24:5-16) 

I. 	The	Power	of	Integrity	
Remember, Paul began his defense before the Sandhedrin with this opening statement:  
“My brothers, I have fulfilled my duty to God in all good conscience to this day.” (Acts 23:1) 

In verses 10-16. Paul makes a more detailed case for his innocence.  
*Paul claims the date of his arrival in Jerusalem is easily verifiable. 
*My accusers have zero proof of me arguing at the temple, or stirring people up in the 
synagogue or anywhere else. 
*The Sanhedrin had a hearing and they found no basis for any charges against me. 
*The prosecutor accuses me of stirring up trouble “all over the world”. If there are 
witnesses from all those other places, they are the ones who should be here bringing 
charges against me. There are none.  
*I am accused of being a ringleader of what they call the “Nazarene sect”. (The 
opposition were not quite sure what to call this new movement. The term “Nazarene 
sect” was coined because Jesus was from Nazareth.) Paul explains that he belongs to a 
group of people  more commonly known as “The Way” who have been legally 
recognized in the Roman Empire as being a sect of the Jewish faith, equal with the 
Sadducees and Pharisees.  As such he still honors everything that is “in accordance” 
with the Law and written in the Prophets, and like the Pharisees, I believe in the 
resurrection of the righteous and wicked.  
*In summary, “I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man.” 
Once again, Paul emphatically claims he is blameless. The blamelessness of the 
Apostles is vital to the integrity of the gospel message. It is vital to the foundation of 
Christianity. If the founder and his direct protégés are found to be corrupt, then the 
entire movement is dismissed as illegitimate. If skeptics can prove the foundation of any 
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movement or organization or religion to be faulty, then they have all the proof they need 
to summarily dismiss it.  
The public record is clear about the corruption of many religions we have today, but the 
record of Jesus is unblemished. There are no scandals on the apostles. Judas was 
weeded out before he had an opportunity to leave a corrupt stain on the foundation of 
Christianity.  
Personal integrity is still vital to your effectiveness as a witness for Christ. While 
Christianity should not be judged by the integrity of all its adherents, it nevertheless will 
be. And, Hell knows that. One of the biggest weapons Hell has against the Kingdom of 
God is corrupting the church and destroying its reputation in the eyes of the world.  
The greatest challenge the church faces today is preserving its integrity. That is difficult 
to do with the stories of clergy who are caught in scandals, and congregational 
members who attend church on Sunday but live like the world Monday through 
Saturday.  

II. The	Pursuit	of	Holiness	
16 So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man 

It is significant that Paul makes a bold claim about being blameless, then doubles down 
by proclaiming he “strive(s) always” to protect his integrity. Paul has just set himself up 
to be scrutinized. That was an open invitation or Felix to look for any flaw he could find 
that would render Paul’s testimony invalid. And, jumping ahead in the text, we read that 
the trap for failure had been set for Paul. Felix kept calling Paul back to talk with him, 
but the whole time he was hoping Paul would offer him a bribe for his freedom. Paul 
could have boasted of his personal integrity then ruined his testimony before Felix by 
offering a bribe.  
Integrity is not a one time award you get and hang on your wall like a diploma or a 
certification. Holiness is a never-ending pursuit. It is a daily walk. It is a life-long series 
of decisions. Holiness is not what you believe in, but what you faithfully put into practice 
in being obedient to God.  

III. The	Curse	of	Convenience	
24 Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish. He sent for Paul and 
listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 As Paul talked about righteousness, self-
control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, “That’s enough for now! You may 
leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you.” 26 At the same time he was hoping that Paul 
would offer him a bribe, so he sent for him frequently and talked with him. 

A. Choosing	the	right	message	
Paul has an opportunity to witness to Felix. Paul doesn’t know if this is a one-shot deal 
or not. He does not know if he will ever have another opportunity. He knows he at least 
has this one chance. What should he speak about? He must not waste this precious 
opportunity! 
I find it fascinating Paul spoke about righteousness, self-control, and judgment. Those 
are foundational truths in the gospel message. Paul spoke about faith in Christ, but did 
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not stop there. If our message is simply about salvation but not about the requirements 
of discipleship, we are not telling the whole story. We are only telling the pleasant part. 
We see in the ministry of Jesus that multitudes were drawn to Jesus because of the 
appealing part of His ministry, but most abandoned Him when He informed them of the 
high cost of discipleship.  
The subjects of righteousness, self-control, and judgment are reality check of 
Christianity. They are the unvarnished truth. In the commercial world, these bothersome 
details are the fine print, in hopes you don’t read it. They are the hidden fees that are 
sprung on you after you have signed the contract.  
In Christianity, we don’t want to use fine print. We don’t want to have hidden fees. We 
should want people to know right up front that there is a remedy for their sins, but there 
are certain requirements that go along with hitching your wagon to Jesus. Christianity is 
not just about getting your sins forgiven. It is also about making the deliberate decision 
to pick up your cross and follow Him. Salvation is not just about forgiveness but it is also 
about repentance, and repentance is about change. It is about abandoning your former 
lifestyle and adopting a new lifestyle guided by God and His word. It is about old things 
passing away and all things becoming new. It is about forgetting the past and pressing 
toward a new future. It is about the old man dying and being resurrected to a new life.  

1. Christianity	is	about	righteousness.		
Jesus spoke about righteousness as something you do, but Paul spoke of 
righteousness as something you receive from God through Christ. It is Christ’s 
righteousness imputed to us. Either way, whether we are talking about imputed 
righteousness that puts us in right standing with God, or functional righteousness 
describes out obedience, the fact remains that everything that is unrighteous has no 
place in our life when we follow Christ.  

2. Christianity	is	about	self-control.		
Oddly enough, as much as people love their autonomy, some are still drawn to the 
challenge of discipline. That is why other religions that require self-discipline attract 
people. Various religions require meditation, fasting, pilgrimages, rigid calls to prayer 
throughout the day, and even self-flagellation. If these religions make such demands on 
their adherents, we should not try to gloss over the element of self-discipline and self-
control in Christianity. Walking in the Spirit means yielding to his leading and crucifying 
the fleshly appetites.  
5 Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but those 
who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit desires. 6 The 
mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7 The 
mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do 
so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the 
realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. 

3. Christianity	is	clear	about	judgment	
It is an unbalanced message that preaches only about the love of God without 
mentioning the judgment of God. It is an unbalanced message that preaches about 
Heaven but refuses to talk about Hell. There is a reward for the faithful, but a judgment 
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for the wicked. Idealistically, we would love to think everyone would be motivated to 
serve God because of his indescribable love for us. The fact is, the penalty for failure is 
very much a motivator for humans. There are many benefits for not doing drugs. You 
live longer, you breathe easier. You save a ton of money. You preserve keep your brain. 
You stay alert and focused. But it is not uncommon to take a group of young people 
down to the treatment center to visit those whose lives have been ravaged by drugs just 
to give them a reality check.  
The subject of judgment is a reality check in Christianity. If you do right, you will be 
rewarded. If you do wrong, judgment day will not be pretty! 
Recent statistics reveal that the average Christian attends church twice a month. Not 
many years ago, the average was four times a month. That included the fact that there 
were typically as many as twelve monthly services to choose from.  
That is a shocking trend. Not only is the total church attendance down in the U.S. but 
the commitment of those who still attend church is waning.  
The integrity of the church and is consequential effectiveness is at risk.  
However, it is one thing to read the statistics and shake our heads, and it is completely 
another thing to be motivated enough to break out of this death spiral.  

B. Felix	seeks	a	more	convenient	time	
He was intrigued what he knew about “The Way”, the sect Paul belonged to. However, 
he was never compelled to make a commitment, which is what Paul was fishing for. In 
fact, he had Paul back on several occasions, but Luke reveals the real motive: he was 
hoping Paul would offer him a bribe. Felix was hoping Paul would make a move, Paul 
was hoping Felix would make a move.  
But Paul’s message must have been unsettling for Felix because he rapidly dismissed 
him. “Maybe a more convenient time.” But that was just an excuse. He didn’t want to 
have to deal with the hard details of Christianity. He was looking for the fluff, but didn’t 
like the grittier part.  
The “more convenient time” deflection is one of Hell’s most effective weapons against 
seekers. If Hell cannot dampen their curiosity, it will downplay the urgency. You can 
hear Hell’s argument. “Sure! Great idea! Get your life straightened out! Get act cleaned 
up! You need to do that. Why not? But rest assured, you still plenty of time! Making that 
kind of commitment is a pretty big step and this is not a great time in your life to be 
getting religion. You are still young and there are so many things you have not done yet. 
Maybe when you get a little older and start slowing down, but this is not a convenient 
time!” 
The time is now; today! Hell’s big lie is “a more convenient time.” The truth is, there is 
never a more convenient time than now.  


