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I. 	Paul	Testifies	Before	the	Riotous	Crowd.		
A. The	sore	point	of	contention	

Fully believing Paul had welcomed a Gentile into the inner courts, the Jews were 
infuriated and news spread quickly through Jerusalem as hundreds of concerned Jews 
came running from all over the city. The mob had seized Paul and were beating him, 
trying to kill him. Roman soldiers waded into the frenzy to see what was happening and 
when the rioters saw the guards, they stopped beating Paul.  
 The Roman Guards still did not understand what was going on. Because of the 
massive riot, they speculated that Paul might be the Egyptian who had recently led a 
revolt against the Roman Empire. So, they put him in chains and were attempting to 
move him to the barracks where they could torture him and force him to confess the 
truth. Paul did not feel it necessary to immediately and fully disclose his identity and 
personal information. But before they got to the barracks, Paul speaks in Greek to the 
Roman guards and reveals is that he is a Jewish Citizen of Tarsus and asks if he can 
speak to the people. The guards are astonished to find out he speaks Greek, and thus 
must not be the Egyptian troublemaker they thought him to be.  
Paul’s brilliance as a speaker is evident in this passage. He uses his gift as a skilled 
orator to calm the people and give his testimony. He is able to take control of the crowd 
by first standing before the crowd and motioning in a manner that indicated he wanted 
to say something. As the crowd settled down enough to allow him to speak, Paul 
speaks in Aramaic. His use of the Aramaic language was significant. The Jews would 
immediately recognized Paul was “one of them”, not one of the Jews scattered into 
other regions of the Roman Empire where they would pick up a different language. Now 
their curiosity was piqued.  
Paul gave the testimony of his conversion and he began by dropping a couple of names 
that would further gain him a bit of favor with the crowd.  
First, Paul introduces himself and says he was trained as a Pharisee at the feet of 
Gamaliel “according to the strictness of the ancestral law.” Gamaliel was perhaps the 
most respected teacher in that era. The crowd would have appreciated that.  
Paul tells of his mission as a persecutor of Christians. The crowd would have loved that, 
also.  
After being blinded by the light and escorted to town, Paul tells of a Jew named Ananias 
whom God sent to pray for him. He includes an extra bit of information about Ananias – 
he was a “devout observer of the law and highly respected by all Jews living in 
Damascus.” The crowd would have loved that.  
Paul now shares something about his meeting with Ananias that we did not read in the 
first account of that meeting. He adds this important detail – 
 “Then Ananias said: ‘The God of our ancestors has chosen you to know his will and to see the 
Righteous One and to hear words from his mouth. 15 You will be his witness to all people of what 
you have seen and heard. 16 And now what are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash 
your sins away, calling on his name.’ 
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Paul has just made the case for having been appointed by God to see the “Righteous 
One” and to go be a witness to all of what the “Righteous One” told him.  
The people are still tracking with him because so far Paul has kept the entire story very 
Jewish.  
Paul tells that when he was at the temple in Jerusalem praying, (another Jewish activity 
that the people would have been sympathetic to), God told him in a vision to get out of 
Jerusalem because the people would not receive his testimony.  
Paul related that he actually argued with God that because he was a famous persecutor 
of Christians and was actually the one who watched their coats while they stoned 
Stephen, that surely that would make him particularly well prepared and equipped to 
relate to these people and witness to them. Paul was wrong. God was right. That is 
when Paul told them that God said, “Go, I will send you far away to the Gentiles.”  
Now, so far, Paul’s use of Jewish activities and Jewish language and Jewish characters 
and Jewish education has earned him the respect of the people. But the very second he 
goes back and mentions Gentiles, the people remember why they are there – they 
accused him of taking a Gentile into the inner court of the Temple. They immediately 
went back into a massive frenzy. What further proof do they need? He was a Gentile 
sympathizer!  
Think about this. Paul designed his testimony to gradually unveil Jesus as the true 
Messiah. One would think that would be the volatile point of contention. The entire 
challenge that Paul faced was how to get his fellow Jews to recognize Jesus was the 
Messiah. That was the crux of the issue. That was the point of dispute. Even so, Paul 
had skillfully weaved this narrative to bring Jesus into focus and the crowd did not reject 
his words. It seems his testimony was being given some consideration. After all, Paul 
had the witness of reputable Jews being used by God, the same bearing witness to the 
word of God that Paul was destined by God to see and hear the “Righteous one” and 
relay his message to the world. So far, so good. But the moment Paul mentions his 
calling to the Gentiles he loses the crowd completely. It was a trigger word. They were 
focused on the wrong thing. They were unable to comprehend the main message 
because they were preoccupied with side issues.  
I see this happening quite often. I preach with the goal of winning people to the Lord, 
but they sometimes hear me say something that triggers emotions and thoughts within 
them that completely obliterate the core message. The Jews didn’t have a chance of 
seeing the Messiah because they were too focused on their hatred of the Gentiles.  

B. God	didn’t	call	us	to	suffer	needlessly	
When the crowd again began to riot, the Roman soldiers quickly ushered Paul into the 
barracks where Paul was to be flogged and interrogated (torture and interrogation). Paul 
has been flogged before and knows the searing torturous pain of Roman flogging. 
Moments before the flogging, Paul then asks the centurion if it is legal to flog a Roman 
citizen without being found guilty by trial. It was not. Roman citizens could be flogged 
after being convicted, but were exempt from flogging as a means of torture and 
interrogation. In fact, it was not legal to even order the flogging, which had been done. 
The Roman guards were horrified they had overstepped the legal boundaries. The 
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commander, still wanting an answer to all this rioting, released Paul to the Sandhedrin 
for them to hold a hearing.  

II. Paul	Before	the	Sanhedrin		
A. Dividing	the	house	

Again we see Paul’s skillful oratorical skills at work. Paul begins his defense by stating 
he has fulfilled his duty to God with a clear conscience, which means that Paul was 
basically saying, “I am completely innocent of all charges that have been brought 
against me.” The High Priest, also named Ananias, thought Paul was arrogant and 
ordered Paul to be slapped across the mouth. Paul’s response was fascinating.  
“God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! You sit there to judge me according to the law, yet 
you yourself violate the law by commanding that I be struck!” 
4 Those who were standing near Paul said, “How dare you insult God’s high priest!” 

5 Paul replied, “Brothers, I did not realize that he was the high priest; for it is written: ‘Do not 
speak evil about the ruler of your people. (Acts 22:3-5) 

First question: Why did Paul not recognize the High Priest? Was it because this was an 
ad hoc meeting of the Sandhedrin and people were not in their usual spot? Was it 
because Paul did not know this high priest Ananias and therefore did not recognize him 
as high priest?  
Second question: Why did Paul apologize? Was he not correct in what he said? And 
why, if Paul is departing from the Jewish faith, is he continuing to make himself subject 
to the Jewish Council? Why not just walk away from the blind, foolish leaders and 
completely renounce his Judaism?  
The fact is, the high priest was guilty of exactly what Paul accused him of. However, 
Paul could only make matters worse for himself if he continued to challenge the high 
priest. Furthermore, Paul needed to keep his connections with the Jews for the purpose 
of ministry. He could not burn his bridges. God had plans for Paul that did not include 
being victimized by the Sanhedrin. Like before, Paul had to pick his battles carefully. His 
apology was enough to get past his outburst.  
Paul quickly gathers his thoughts. His first line of defense is clearly not working, so he 
goes another route.  
6 Then Paul, knowing that some of them were Sadducees and the others Pharisees, called out in 
the Sanhedrin, “My brothers, I am a Pharisee, descended from Pharisees. I stand on trial because 
of the hope of the resurrection of the dead.” 7 When he said this, a dispute broke out between the 
Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the assembly was divided. 8 (The Sadducees say that there is no 
resurrection, and that there are neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees believe all these 
things.) (Acts 22:6-8) 

Paul had just deflected the issue away from himself and now got the Sanhedrin divided 
on the age-old debate of the resurrection. The Sadducees and the Pharisees went at 
each other and everything became so chaotic that the Roman guards took Paul back to 
the barracks.  



Learning to Let God Lead 

 4 

11 The following night the Lord stood near Paul and said, “Take courage! As you have testified 
about me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify in Rome.”  (Acts 22:11) 

B. Let	God	reign	in	your	life	
There is a reason why Paul chose not to further challenge the Jewish high priest. He 
could not afford to be distracted by troubles of his own making. Revenge can seem so 
sweet, but it can mess up what God has prepared for you.  
The story of Paul has clear instances of Paul surrendering his personal plans to the 
Lord. Paul wanted to go to Asia, but the Spirit would not let him until God said it was 
time.  
Paul argued that he was perfectly prepared to witness to his fellow Jews because of his 
former life as a persecutor of Christians. God emphatically told him that was not going 
to work like he thought it would. God would instead give him a ministry to the Gentiles.  
Paul wanted to challenge the man who ordered him to be slapped. He wanted to take 
matters into his own hands. He wanted to remove himself out from under the 
hypocritical authorities of the Jewish council and not allow himself to be abused like this. 
But God had other plans for him.  
Time and again Paul showed signs of wanting to follow his own will, then surrendering 
his will to God’s will.  
We all have a will. We have plans. We have our own ideas about everything. But what 
does God want? Does it matter to you what God wants?  
You can make your plans, and you can dream your dreams. But all your plans and 
dreams must be subordinate to God’s plans. There are times when God puts many 
choices in front of you and gives you the freedom to choose. Any of those things will be 
good and beneficial. There are times when God gives you a choice of what church to 
attend, which college to go to, what career path to pursue. There are also times when 
God closes certain doors to help direct you. The important point is that you always 
make your plans subordinate to God’s plans.  
Listen to this advice from James, the brother of Jesus: 
13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 
there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then 
vanishes. 15 Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or 
that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boasting is evil.  (James 4:13-16) 
It is very simple. Just learn to pray “If it is the Lord’s will” and invite God to be your 
guide. He is not too busy to manage your life for you. He will be glad to do it for you.  
 


