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 8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively 
about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and 
publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had 
discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus.10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews 
and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. (Acts 19:8-10) 

Luke begins the next section by first summarizing Paul’s ministry in Asia, then follows 
that summary with details of some of the unique and interesting encounters Paul had 
during his twenty-seven months of ministry there.  
In the next two verses, Luke summarizes the miraculous dimension of Paul’s ministry in 
Ephesus. 
11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had 
touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them. 
When we began our series in Acts, I forewarned you we would occasionally find 
scriptures that would challenge us to judge passages of scripture as being normative vs 
informative; or some say prescriptive vs. descriptive. Either way you say it, they both 
mean we have to discern whether we are merely being given information of what 
happened, or if we are being taught something we ought to try to emulate and 
incorporate into our lives.  
We have already had a few examples of that thus far in Acts, but we now come to one 
of the most popular passages that deserves such evaluation.  
It is not uncommon to see people try to recreate this event, or some variation of it. This 
is a prime example of a passage that is merely information, but there is no indication 
others were expected to duplicate the events. Luke clearly says God did “extraordinary” 
miracles through Paul. The word “extraordinary” sets this apart from something we 
should expect to be “ordinary”. 
It is not that we should not believe God can do anything, but we should not expect to 
find a formula that makes miracles more likely. There are many things that we read 
about in scripture that we should not think we are expected to duplicate the methods. 
We know God can produce miraculous results, but we can’t become dependent on 
prescribed methods to get those results.  
Unfortunately, the means and the methods often become crutches for us. It borders on 
superstition. We don’t need props to help God perform the miraculous. Keep in mind 
that this example was set by people who were culturally partial to using objects and 
charms as magical props. It was understandable they would try to make the transition in 
the early stages of their encounter with God. God winked at their ignorance but there is 
not indication the practice continued.  
One of the most persuasive arguments against the notion of handkerchief ministries is 
the fact that this is an isolated incident, like Jesus spitting in the dirt and applying the 
mud to the eyes of the blind man. We should not take unique events and try to 
normalize them. No respectable Bible theologian would endorse such actions.  
Before we get into the strange encounters Paul had, it will be helpful to give some 
background on Ephesus. Ephesus was famous for witchcraft and magical arts. In fact, 
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the name Ephesus became synonymous with magic and divination. The phrase 
“Ephesian Writings” was commonly used in ancient writings to refer to documents 
containing spells and formulas.  
That is part of why Paul’s ministry in Ephesus is so unique – because his ministry had 
largely consisted of preaching, teaching, and apologetics (skilled arguments used in 
defending and promoting his faith). But in Ephesus, Paul has some “power encounters” 
in which he goes toe to toe with the powers of Hell.  

I. Encounter	#1:	The	Seven	Sons	of	Sceva	
This was not a direct encounter, but a spinoff of Paul’s miracle working ministry in 
Ephesus. The previous passage indicates that miracles spinning off from Paul’s ministry 
caused many healings and exorcisms. Since the account of the seven sons of Sceva 
follows this brief summary of Paul’s ministry in miracles, it is reasonable to believe that 
these sons of Sceva observed spirits being cast out in the name of Jesus. Sceva was a 
Jewish chief priest in Ephesus and he had seven sons who fancied themselves to be 
exorcists. When they saw what was happening in Paul’s ministry, they took notes. They 
wanted to up their game and figured they needed to deconstruct Paul’s ministry to see 
what made him so effective. You should find it noteworthy that they didn’t zoom in on 
the handkerchiefs and aprons. They clearly saw that the name of Jesus was the 
common denominator in all these things.  
Keep in mind that, the way Luke describes this, there were a number of Jews who 
considered themselves exorcists and tried using the name of Jesus to a greater effect. It 
is just that Luke zeroes in on the seven sons of Sceva to demonstrate the failure of 
these frauds.  
The sons of Sceva found a demon possessed victim and tried to apply the formula they 
believed they had discovered. And the results were comical, if not so serious.  
 They would say, “In the name of the Jesus whom Paul preaches, I command you to come 
out.” 14 Seven sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. 15 One day the evil spirit 
answered them, “Jesus I know, and Paul I know about, but who are you?” 16 Then the man who 
had the evil spirit jumped on them and overpowered them all. He gave them such a beating that 
they ran out of the house naked and bleeding.  (vss 13-16) 

II. Encounter	#2:	The	Power	of	God	meets	the	Power	of	Hell	
And the most fascinating thing about this is how God used this to reap positive benefits 
from the clumsy efforts of these misguided upstarts.  
17 When this became known to the Jews and Greeks living in Ephesus, they were all seized with 
fear, and the name of the Lord Jesus was held in high honor.18 Many of those who believed now 
came and openly confessed what they had done. 19 A number who had practiced sorcery brought 
their scrolls together and burned them publicly. When they calculated the value of the scrolls, the 
total came to fifty thousand drachmas. 20 In this way the word of the Lord spread widely and grew 
in power.  

A. First,	let’s	deal	with	that	last	sentence	
..the word of the Lord spread widely and grew in power.  
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It is interesting that Luke specifically takes notice of the growth of “the word of the Lord.” 
We might have considered it sufficient to report the number of souls being converted, 
but this is much more than conversions. This is a report about the success of “the word 
of the Lord”, something we don’t give a lot of thought to.  
We are geared in our culture to report salvations, rededications, attendance, etc. But is 
the word of the Lord growing in power? The preaching of the word is about more than 
just making coverts. It is about setting the captive free and giving them a new life.  

B. True	repentance	

1. Leaving	your	past	behind	
This literature was most likely magical spells and formulas written on papyrus sheets. 
They were often rolled up and placed in a tube, the tube being worn around the neck 
like a necklace at all times. The mere presence of that amulet was believed to have 
powers as well. This was at least part of what was tossed into the fire, not to mention 
what they may have had at their houses.  
The value of the literature burned was estimated to be worth 50,000 drachmas, the 
drachma estimated to be about a day’s wages. There are two ways to convert that into 
modern day equivalents. First, if we consider a day’s wages to be $50/day (extreme 
poverty), that would be $2.5 million. At $100/day (still well below poverty line) – $5 
million. Let’s leave it at that with the idea that most common people probably lived a 
very meager existence.  
Another way to calculate that is to figure how many years equals 50,000 work days. 
That is 137 years. That is the value of the material burned. If we accept the notion that 
most of the common laborers in that day probably lived at poverty level, that makes the 
sacrifice of 50,000 work days worth of literature all the more dramatic.  
The scrolls being burned represented one thing only – the sacrifice of the owners. The 
financial loss was theirs only. But financial loss was meaningless compared to the 
spiritual gain. It takes courage to destroy the wicked and ungodly investments of your 
past life. That kind of courage only comes from a true repentance.   
A while back I read about a man who got saved who had run an adult bookstore. He 
held a public burning of all this merchandise – magazines, videos, books, everything. 
He burned it all. People were astounded and even incensed, suggesting he could have 
sold it and given the money to better causes. It is the greedy spirit of Judas that mourns 
the financial loss. It is the voice of Hell that whispers in the ear that you cannot afford to 
get saved – it will cost you too much.  
It seems like there is much less desire these days to break with the past when people 
get saved. The modern trend is to bring your past along with you and Christianize it. 
There are cases of unsaved actors in the adult film industry getting saved and 
continuing as Christian adult film actors. In 1977 Larry Flynt, the famous publisher of 
adult magazines, was led to make a profession of faith by Ruth Stapleton Carter, the 
evangelist sister of then President Carter. Flynt said he was an atheist, but became a 
Christian, then he became a born again Christian, then he became a Christian patriot 
and started giving his money away. He claimed he received the baptism in the Holy 
Spirit four days after his conversion and was on his private jet at 40,000 feet speaking in 
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tongues the entire trip. However, Flynt continued to publish his magazine claiming he 
would now “hustle for God”. He never broke away from his past.  
Pornography actors and actresses have gotten saved and walked away from their 
lucrative careers because their repentance was real. In a sense, it can cost you a great 
deal to walk away from your previous life and follow Jesus. Yet in another sense, it 
costs you nothing when you trade the garbage of this word for the priceless treasure of 
eternal life. That is a net gain of immeasurable worth.  

2. Open	confession	
18 Many of those who believed now came and openly confessed what they had done. 

There is a hidden gem in this verse. The magic industry was shrouded in secrecy. The 
power was supposedly preserved because of the secrecy. You could not tell the secret 
or you would lose the power. But the fact that these people “openly confessed” indicates 
they began to expose those dark secrets to light, undoubtedly to challenge the lie that 
those secrets held any true power. They renounced the powers of magic by exposing 
them to the light of truth.  
Repentance is not only a change in the way you walk, it is a change in the way you talk. 
You can’t cling to the secrets and superstitions of your past if you come to Christ. You 
can’t continue to defend the wrong and make excuses for your past. You have to have 
an open confession and make a clean break! 

III. Encounter	#3:	Demetrius	the	Silversmith	
Demetrius owned and operated his own idol manufacturing business and it was very 
lucrative. When Demetrius saw how huge a financial impact this mass conversion was 
going to have on his business he got idol-makers union together and urged them to do 
something to protect their livelihood. He made his plea based on loss of revenue and 
the goddess Artemis being dishonored and openly shamed by Paul’s religion. That was 
enough to create a massive riot in Ephesus and the people seized Gaius and 
Aristarchus, two of Paul’s traveling companions. The city chanted “Great is Artemis of 
the Ephesians” for about two hours, making in impossible for Paul to address the crowd. 
The city was out of control and it appeared to Paul he had once again stumbled into a 
very dangerous situation. The city clerk eventually managed to take control and 
disperse the rioters, reassuring them that Ephesus was safe, considering their belief 
that the image of Artemis fell out of heaven and landed in Ephesus making them the 
divinely appointed guardians of the temple. It was flawed logic by Christian standards, 
but fully embraced by the Ephesians.  
Regardless, Paul escaped a volatile situation, proof God was protecting him.  
Paul’s ministry in Ephesus teaches us some powerful truths.  
* Miracles and powerful manifestations of God should be a normal part of ministry. 
* The name of Jesus is only powerful and effective to those who know Jesus 
* The power of the gospel is stronger than all the powers of Hell 
* The preaching of truth will simultaneously make converts and enemies. Focus on the 
converts. God will take care of the enemies.  


