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I. Following	God	
A. The	Spirit	of	Aquila	and	Priscilla	–	a	rarity.		

 18 Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sisters and sailed for 
Syria, accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at 
Cenchreae because of a vow he had taken. 19 They arrived at Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla 
and Aquila. He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. 20 When they asked 
him to spend more time with them, he declined. 21 But as he left, he promised, “I will come back 
if it is God’s will.” Then he set sail from Ephesus. 22 When he landed at Caesarea, he went up to 
Jerusalem and greeted the church and then went down to Antioch. (Acts 18) 

There are some interesting side notes in this short passage that deserve at least a brief 
comment.  
First, notice Paul had recruited Aquila and Priscilla to travel with him. This couple has 
just been displaced from Rome by order of the emperor Claudius, and settled in 
Corinth. They took Paul in and they all formed a very special bond, having their trade 
and their Christianity in common. But this had to be a very special bond for Paul to 
invite them to join him and for them to pack up and move again. Paul enjoyed their 
company and appreciated their godly devotion and spiritual maturity. He saw them as 
being very gifted and useful in the kingdom work and, for some unknown reason, felt 
they could better serve on the east side of the Mediterranean (Asia). We don’t know the 
details of Paul’s reasoning, but we do know they accepted the invitation and resettled in 
Ephesus. That speaks highly of their maturity, character, and the extent of their 
obedience and commitment to the cause. If we could do a character sketch of Aquila 
and Priscilla, we would probably talk about this sweet couple who both love God deeply 
and are both very skilled as disciplers. We would no doubt talk about a couple who 
were so loving and welcoming that they would open their home to complete strangers 
and treat them like family. We would talk about a couple who were honest, hard 
working people; not rich, but remarkably generous with everything they had. “They 
would give you the shirt off their back.” We would talk about a couple whose priorities 
were so right that they would pack up and move in a moment’s notice to go do the work 
of the Lord. We don’t meet many Aquila’s and Priscilla’s these days, who stay flexible 
enough in their life to commit to radical changes in their lifestyle for the opportunity to 
serve God whenever and wherever He calls them.  

II. Vows:	The	Good,	The	Bad,	and	the	Ugly	
As a very brief side note, Luke mentions that Paul took a vow at Cenchreae, (the 
eastern port of Corinth) and cut off his hair. That is all the information we are given and 
it leaves us a bit baffled. We want to know the details. We want to know the 
significance. We want to know what it should mean to us.  
Undoubtedly God had pulled Paul through one of his deepest moments of 
discouragement up as a missionary up to that point. It is not hard to imagine that in the 
wake of such divine provision and promise – and the fact that Corinth was a 
breakthrough for his ministry – Paul would be inspired to make a vow to God. The 
Jewish culture would have understood the cutting of the hair, an outward, visible sign of 
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a vow. Our culture doesn’t relate as closely to it, but we might see small evidences of it 
here and there. A teenage girl wears a purity ring. It is a symbol of a vow she has taken 
to preserve her innocence until marriage. We exchange rings at a wedding. They are 
symbols of the vows that are taken, and symbols of the permanence of marriage. Vows 
are very powerful if we take them seriously. The problem is, not everyone takes them 
seriously, starting with our wedding vows.  

1. There	are	vows	that	are	not	based	on	any	exchanged	benefit.		
They are merely vows to do the right and proper thing.  
When we get saved, we should probably look at our conversion as a moment of vowing 
to serve God and live according to His rules instead of living by our own rules or by the 
world’s rules.  
I have made a vow to my wife never to cheat on her; to give myself only to her; to love 
her until death do us part.  
I have taken a personal vow never to drink alcohol. That is my vow to God and I plan to 
do everything in my power to live out that vow to the grave.  

2. There	are	conditional	vows		
We challenge God to make the first move, we make the second. I have made bargains 
with God that if he answered my prayer, I would do something in return. I am sure 
somewhere along the line I have promised God if He gave me a million dollars, I would 
bless others with a windfall. You have made similar vows.  
Sometimes conditional vows can manipulative; “If you do this, I will do that.” That is 
necessarily a good vow.  

3. And	there	are	responsive	vows		
God has blessed us so abundantly, we vow to love and serve him for the rest of our 
lives. Vows made out of gratitude are honorable. Paul was alluding to this kind of vow 
(commitment) when he referred to himself as a bond servant.   
Can you name one vow you have made to God based on your gratitude for His saving 
grace?   
And as a final observation on vows, the vow can become almost an idol itself, 
overshadowing the importance of having a right relationship with God. There are some 
who have taken a vow of poverty or a vow of celibacy in order to serve God. It is easy 
to criticize those vows as being unnecessary sacrifices, but some may have viewed 
Paul’s head-shaving the same way. Such vows are highly personal and should not be 
evaluated by others as whether they are or are not necessary. However, it is ludicrous 
to hold religiously to a vow of celibacy or poverty in order to enhance one’s 
commitment to God, only to be found guilty of child molestation. The vow of selective 
personal sacrifice is meaningless unless your entire life is a living sacrifice unto God.  
Paul said,  
…I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I 
myself will not be disqualified for the prize. (1 Cor 9:27) NIV 
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Living in strict, religious compliance with a personal vow, but failing to live a holy life 
before God, is a complete exercise in futility.  

III. Believers	Who	Need	Discipling	
A. Apollos	

24 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned 
man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. 25 He had been instructed in the way of the 
Lord, and he spoke with great fervor[a] and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew only 
the baptism of John. 26 He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and 
Aquila heard him, they invited him to their home and explained to him the way of God more 
adequately.  (Acts 18:24-26) 

Here is where God’s plans for Apollos and His plans for Aquila and Priscilla intersect. 
We like to call these divine appointments. Or we might say, “It was a God thing”. Aquila 
and Priscilla did not know how God would work through them when they moved from 
Corinth to Ephesus. Paul didn’t know when he invited them. But as it turns out, Paul 
was duplicating himself. He could not do it all and Aquila and Priscilla became 
important members of the team. They were able to disciple Apollos while Paul kept 
evangelizing.  
Apollos is an interesting character. He “spoke with great fervor” and “taught accurately 
about Jesus”, but he was still hung up on John’s baptism. Apollos was type A 
personality. He was an enthusiastic go-getter. He was a brilliant Old Testament 
scholar. He knew the story of Jesus and he ambitiously and aggressively went out 
doing his own crude form of evangelism, but he needed some refining. We can credit 
Aquila and Priscilla for being strong and mature enough to be entrusted with this 
project, and we can credit Apollos with being humble and receptive enough to accept 
their discipleship. I have met people like Apollos who had all the energy and 
commitment, but really needed some refinement. Not all those people were open to 
being discipled. Too often, I have seen them too proud to receive any guidance and 
counsel. This story worked out very well.  
Notice how quickly the narrative moves. We are not given a fair perspective of how 
long it took for Aquila and Priscilla to disciple Apollos, but it must have been a fair and 
reasonable amount of time. The very next verses have Apollos travlling to Achaia 
(which happened to be the region where Corinth is; the region where Aquila and 
Priscilla just moved from) and he picked up right where Paul had left off. Luke points 
out that Apollos “vigorously” refuted his Jewish opponents in public debates, proving 
that Jesus was the Messiah.” Apollos was quite evidently a very gifted apologist for 
Christianity. No wonder the congregation at Corinth were arguing over their allegiance 
to their favorite evangelist (I am of Paul!; I am of Apollos). Paul and Apollos both had 
great results in Corinth and both had converts who felt partial to their “spiritual father.”  

B. Disciples	of	John	
After leaving Aquila and Priscilla at Ephesus, Paul made his third missionary journey 
through Galatia and Phrygia, then returned to Ephesus, where he would have the 
opportunity to stay for three years and have a significant impact on the city there. In 
fact, Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is completely devoid of any criticism or correction. 
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They were at the time of his writing, a very healthy and functional church, no doubt due 
in part to the three years Paul was able to invest in the foundation of that church (and 
not to forget the contributions of Aquila and Priscilla.)  
But upon his return to Ephesus, one of the first significant encounters Paul had was 
with a group of religious people described as disciples of John. Paul must have noticed 
something about these “disciples” that caused him to want to press in further. He asks 
them a simple question:  
“Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” (Acts 19:2 a) 

And their answer was very telling: 
“We have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit”. (19:2 b) 

That is all Paul needed to hear to know the shallowness of these disciples. They may 
have attached themselves to John’s ministry, but failed to make the connection to 
Jesus. John preached baptism unto repentance, which people could have done without 
hearing John’s subsequent message about “Behold the Lamb.” In other words, either 
they only received part of the message, or they rejected the most important part. But 
Paul wanted to know if they were familiar with the outpouring of the Holy Spirit as 
occurred on the Day of Pentecost and if they had received that same Holy Spirit. They 
had not.  
They were subsequently re-baptized in the name of Jesus, (rather than merely for the 
sake of repentance) and then Paul placed his hands on them and the Holy Spirit came 
on them in true Pentecost fashion, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied.  
First of all, compare the two occasions where believers were in need of discipling- 
Apollos, and the disciples of John. Both were “believers” to some degree, but both 
needed more than what they had.  
Discipleship is not only for the newly saved. Sometimes, many times, discipleship is 
beneficial for those who already claim to be believers. It is especially good when those 
people are humble enough to allow themselves to be discipled.  
Second, one cannot ignore that the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit in the life of 
believers was an important factor to Paul. We believe in this kind of encounter with the 
Holy Spirit. We have preached on it and taught on it and we continue to promote it. We 
don’t always see results when we give altar calls centered around that experience, but 
that is another matter. What is important is that we as believers never quit seeking God 
for more of what He has for us. Paul indicated that a believer should and will know for a 
fact if they have received the Holy Spirit after they believed. If one cannot say 
emphatically for a fact, then it is appropriate for that believer to continue to petition God 
for what more He may have for them as believers. Don’t seek the gifts. Seek the giver. 
It is that simple.  
Furthermore, covet a fresh infilling of the Holy Spirit. We need the Holy Spirit in our 
Christian walk today as much as Paul needed the Holy Spirit in His day. More than just 
a strong confession of faith, but a fresh infilling! Let’s seek that in our time of worship. 
Let’s seek that in our personal time of prayer. Let’s seek that at the altars. Never quit 
seeking fresh fire!  


