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 After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native 
of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul went to see them, 3 and because he was a tentmaker as 
they were, he stayed and worked with them.4 Every Sabbath he reasoned in the 
synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 

5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to 
preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. 6 But when they opposed Paul 
and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on 
your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.” 

7 Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper 
of God. 8 Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and 
many of the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized. 
(Acts 18) 

I. The	day	Paul	gave	up	
Paul’s experience on the mission field thus far has largely been struggling against 
opposition as he attempted to evangelize the lost. Paul has not yet seen a flood of 
converts, just handfuls compared to the majority who rejected his message. The 
limited success and severe persecution was taking its toll on Paul. Most recently, 
Paul had answered the call he received through a vision to minister in Macedonia, 
yet of the three cities he visited, he was chased out of two and was unable to see a 
major break through of the idolatrous stronghold in Athens. Historians even suggest 
Paul was impolitely asked to leave Athens by the locals. Now he crosses over into 
the Greek province of Achaia and visits Corinth.  
Corinth was a city of about 200,000 people, making it the third largest city in the 
Roman empire behind Rome and Alexandria. There, Paul meets a Christian couple 
named Aquila and Priscilla, Jewish converts and refugees from the city of Rome. 
Emperor Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome because of the Jews 
frequently breaking out in riots against the local Christians.  
Aquila and Priscilla were tentmakers and welcomed Paul into their home. Paul was a 
tentmaker as well and helped them in their trade while he stayed in Corinth. Paul 
spent the weekends at the local synagogue, preaching the message of Jesus to his 
fellow Jews. Soon, Timothy and Silas arrived and joined him, then Paul devoted 
more of his time to his mission work. However, the synagogue Jews were growing 
agitated with Paul bringing his message into the synagogue week after week. Some 
had become believers, but others refused to accept his message and wanted him 
gone. Luke says they opposed Paul and became abusive, something Paul was quite 
familiar with. Then something snapped in Paul.  
“Your blood be on your own heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the 
Gentiles.” (vs 6) 
Paul finally became so exasperated with the Jews stubbornly rejecting his message, 
he vowed to quit trying to take the gospel first to the Jews, then to the Gentiles. He 
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was having more success with the Gentiles, so he decided to focus on evangelizing 
them. 
This seems to be a prime example of the degree of flexibility we have in fulfilling the 
call of God. Paul changed his direction based on his logical assessment of the 
effectiveness of his ministry. We are not led to believe Paul was disobedient to the 
will of God, but rather he was free to pursue the logical direction forward in the 
absence of any direct command from God.  

II. Courage	Is	Not	Absence	of	Fear	
Paul went to Corinth having been physically and emotionally abused. There is reason 
to believe Paul was still suffering not only some of the physical effects of his beatings 
and scourging, but also he was struggling with the emotional trauma from being 
persecuted. Here are Paul’s own words. In his first letter to the church at Corinth, 
Paul admitted: 
3 I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. (1 Cor 2:3) 
Paul came to Corinth in great fear, but he went anyway.  
Courage is not acting in the absence of fear. Courage always involves facing your 
fears, and sometimes facing your greatest fears. Paul’s admission to the 
congregation at Corinth is a startling glimpse into his personal, emotional struggles. I 
know sometimes we tend to study Paul as an unflappable, unshakable stalwart of the 
faith. We tend to think because Paul kept going, he never had moments of doubt, 
fear, or discouragement, but Paul reveals himself to be subject to emotional struggles 
just like the rest of us.  
One of the greatest obstacles for us to overcome in serving God is our personal fear. 
Think for just a moment of the things you refuse to do for God simply because you 
are afraid to try. And I am persuaded that when satan figures out how paralyzing fear 
can be for you, he uses that against you and to his advantage. He taunts you with 
fearful thoughts. He tells you that you are inadequate. He tells you that you will 
embarrass yourself. He reminds you of your previous bad experiences. And if all that 
works, he has you right where he wants you – in a straight jacket of fear.  
Paul came to Corinth in “great fear”, but he came. What if he had not? Paul made 
converts in Corinth. A church was subsequently established in Corinth. The church 
continues to exist to this day in Corinth. What if Paul had surrendered to his fear?  
What might God accomplish through you if you refuse to let fear paralyze you? We 
can’t be taken captive to our fears. God will provide. He will do the hard work. He will 
equip. He will guard and protect. He will plow the pathway and blaze the trail. But you 
have to be the one to promise to face your fears. God won’t do that for you. He will 
do everything else that needs to be done, but you alone are responsible for facing 
your fears.  
When we stand before God and He reveals the details of our life; when God reveals 
to us our failed opportunities and what might have been had we been obedient; I 
dare to say that we will be ashamed to try to explain to God that we were disobedient 
because we were fearful. In the parable of the talents, the one who buried his talent 
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tried to plead his case by saying he played it safe because he was fearful. Jesus told 
the parable to illustrate how tragic a thing it is to surrender to our fears rather than 
executing our duties as trusted stewards.  

III. God’s	encouraging	word	
It is precisely because of Paul’s personal emotional question and struggles that God 
sends a special message of encouragement.  
9 One night the Lord spoke to Paul in a vision: “Do not be afraid; keep on speaking, do not be 
silent. 10 For I am with you, and no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many 
people in this city.” 11 So Paul stayed in Corinth for a year and a half, teaching them the word 
of God.  
God spoke encouraging words to Paul 

A. Do	not	be	afraid	
Sometimes that seems easier said than done. Sometimes that advice comes from 
people who don’t really know what they are talking about.  
The experts believed the Titanic was unsinkable. They were wrong.  
You might tell me not to be afraid to do a parachute jump just because you have 
done it, but there is no guarantee my parachute will open just because yours did.  
Many a young person has hesitated when tempted to do wrong, but satan does his 
best to convince them there is nothing to be afraid of.  
However, when God says, “do not be afraid” He can be trusted. He is never wrong. 
He knows what the limits of the danger and sets the boundaries. You can never be 
safer than moving forward when God says, “Do not be afraid.” 

B. Keep	on	speaking;	do	not	be	silent.	
It was generally Paul’s mouth that got him into trouble, so to speak. He simply 
presented the truth and people became enraged, even to the point of physically 
attacking him. Now the old saying goes, “Insanity is doing the same thing over and 
over but expecting different results.” God tells Paul to keep on preaching and 
teaching just like he has been.  
Once again, that had to be a difficult thing for Paul to do. It would have been easy for 
Paul to conclude, “This is just not working. My own people won’t even listen to me. 
Why am I not seeing revival like they did in Jerusalem? Why are people so enraged 
by the simple truth? I know I am not saying the wrong thing. I must be going about it 
in the wrong way.”  
Then God says, “Keep on. Don’t get discouraged. Don’t let the opposition press you 
into silence. That is exactly what they want to do. They want to shut you up. Keep 
preaching! Keep speaking! Don’t quit!” 

C. I	am	with	you	
“…no one is going to attack and harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 
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It kind of makes you wonder, if God can protect Paul from being attacked this time, 
why didn’t he protect him the other times?  
Is there any more clear evidence in scripture that even though God can intervene, 
sometimes he chooses not to intervene? And what are we to think of a Heavenly 
father who allows such suffering in His children? That seems so different from what 
we think we would do as caring and loving parents.  
This might be one of the most difficult aspects of God for us to understand. How can 
a loving Heavenly Father who has the power to stop injustice allow His children to 
suffer at the hands of evil people who oppose the preaching of the truth? Can’t we all 
imagine a world in which God’s messengers take the gospel to a lost and dying world 
and are given super powers to make them impervious to persecution? But such a 
world would present the message of the gospel in such a different light. People would 
be drawn to preaching the gospel because it provided a personal protection, because 
of its personal benefits.  
As it is, the gospel is spread by those who believe in it so much they are willing to die 
for it. And it has been the blood of the martyrs that has propelled the church forth 
from 120 people on the day of Pentecost to the largest religion in the world today.  
Next, God informs Paul that He has many people in this city.  
God did not have many converts. Not yet.  
God had many potential converts. Another way of saying it, “The field was white to 
harvest.”  
We don’t need to go down the rabbit hole of God’s election and foreknowledge. But 
we do need to understand that God was aware there were many people who needed 
the gospel message and God would protect Paul while he delivered that message. 
Under God’s protective hand, Paul spent 1 ½ years in Corinth, an unusually long time 
for Paul. A foundation was being laid for a church that would endure for more than 
two thousand years.  
Yes, Corinth was a wicked town, famous for its heathen temple with a thousand 
temple prostitutes. Famous for every conceivable sin and steeped in idolatry. It was 
not a wicked town like Thessalonica. It was a wicked metropolis of nearly a quarter of 
a million people. But Paul lit a candle and set in on the candlestick and brought light 
into the darkness. The enemy fought the young church and Paul had to write letters 
and visit the church to help guide through times of compromise and in-fighting. But 
that just shows how hard the enemy fought to protect its territory. But God was not 
willing to let Hell claim Corinth as its own. God said, “I have many people there”. God 
was sending Paul in to reclaim what Hell had stolen.  
We have our own modern versions of Corinth today. We have pockets of evil in the 
Quad Cities. I don’t think we can call the Quad Cities a Christian community. There is 
much work to be done in our community. God has many people who need to be 
saved. Let’s not shrink in fear. Let’s go forward in the promise of God. 
 


