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I. The	Demon	Possessed	Girl	
A. When	Truth	Comes	From	Ungodly	Sources	

There was nothing untrue about what the slave girl said, but Paul was annoyed by her. 
Paul did not appreciate the association she brought to their ministry, so after he had put 
up with it a few days, he cast the demon out of her and stopped her from harassing 
them.  
There are two modern day examples that come to mind – Jim Jones and the ministry 
team of Tony and Susan Alamo. Both were cultic leaders who tossed around enough 
Bible lingo to give them a tiny bit of credibility in the eyes of those who were shallow and 
gullible. They both quote scripture and talk about doing God’s will and referred to their 
work as the ministry of the Lord, but they were both desperately evil.  
James said,  
19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. (James 
2:18) 

Satan knows the truth. He can quote scripture. He can and does use his knowledge of 
truth to discredit the true gospel work.  
That leaves us in the position of needing to be wise and discerning enough to separate 
truth from the messenger if necessary, for not every messenger of truth is a good and 
trustworthy messenger.  

B. Identifying	the	enemy	
The girl was not the enemy. She was a victim in this story. She was demon possessed. 
Her actions were driven by evil forces beyond her control.  
There were two very clear enemies. Both were dealt a severe blow by the actions of 
Paul.  
First, we have the men who were dealing in an ancient version of what we call human 
trafficking. They were exploiting another human being for personal gain. I am sure we 
have read this story many times, but how often have stopped to ponder the tragic abuse 
of these men who used this poor girl as a major source of revenue. She was an abused 
slave in every sense of the word. She was pathetically in demonic bondage and made 
to be a tawdry sideshow for entertainment. She was marketed as a fortune teller. It is 
possible she possessed some measure of supernatural ability to see the future, but as 
in all cases, the power of satan and demons is limited.  
Second, we have the wicked spiritual entities behind this. When Paul finally addressed 
the issue, he did not rebuke the girl, but he cast the demon out of her. Three things 
happened: 
First, the girl was delivered from the demon. 
Second, the demon was forced to release its hold on the victim, thus driven into 
submission to the power and authority of Jesus through Paul.  
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Third, the slave-owners were dealt a devastating blow. Paul wrecked their lucrative 
business. Now they had to go find real work. They were considered enemies because 
they made the sovereign decision to enslave a human being and profit from her. They 
exploited her instead of trying to help.  
Remember where the real battle is.  
12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms. (Ephesians 6:12) 

Paul didn’t rebuke the demon-possessed girl. She was a victim. Paul didn’t rebuke her 
handlers. That would not have fixed the problem. They weren’t going to set the girl free 
and go find employment elsewhere. He rebuked the demon that captivated the girl. That 
brought her deliverance and shut down the shameful enterprise.  

II. Paying	the	Price		
One of the most familiar events recorded in Acts is the imprisonment of Paul and Silas. 
It was the deliverance of the demon-possessed girl that precipitated this.  
The slave owners were not impressed, neither were they converted. They were livid for 
having their business destroyed, and seized Paul and Silas and hauled them before the 
magistrates, charging them with disturbing the peace and teaching unlawful customs. 
What does that even mean?  
The magistrates were highly influenced by two things. First, the power of the angry mob; 
second, the accusation that these two men were Jews. The magistrates knew then 
could get away with flogging two Jews whether they were guilty or not, then they could 
dispel the mob and go home and get some sleep. 
Paul and Silas were victims of a rushed kangaroo court. Without a fair trial, they were 
stripped, flogged, then tossed in prison. The prison guard was given strict orders to 
watch these men carefully. The guard took the warning seriously and put the two 
prisoners in the inner prison, then put their feet in stocks. This was maximum security.  
The problem was, Paul and Silas were also Roman citizens with citizen rights. The 
magistrates could not get away with violating the rights of Roman citizens.  

III. The	Prison	Experience	
A. When	Life	Is	Not	Fair	

We can look on the story of Paul and Silas in prison as a metaphorical picture of how 
unfair life can be for any of us. Of course, what Paul and Silas experienced is far worse 
than what most of the Christians in America have ever faced. Nevertheless, we can 
sympathize and empathize to a certain degree. 
Consider all of the circumstances related to Paul and Silas’s imprisonment.  
First, nobody wants to spend any time in prison. Being imprisoned on false charges is 
an even greater travesty.  
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But false imprisonment was not all. They were victims of gross injustice. Not only were 
the not guilty of any crime, as Roman citizens they were entitled to a fair trial before 
being sentenced. Every facet of this was a gross injustice.  
Then consider the fact these men were physically abused. They were stripped and 
flogged, the ancient Roman practice, which would lacerate the skin with every strike. 
The victims were stripped, exposing their entire backside including legs, back, and 
shoulders. The victim would bleed profusely from multiple dozens of open wounds, 
many of which would normally require stitches in our day and age. No medical attention 
would be provided to the victims. Imagine Paul and Silas being made to sit on the filthy 
dirt floors of the prison exposing all the open wounds on their legs, buttocks, and back 
to the dirt and mud. The open lacerations on their backs made it unbearable to even 
lean back against the stone walls. The most comfortable position would have been to lie 
on their stomach so as not to let their wounds touch the ground or the wall. However, 
their feet were fastened in stocks, forcing them into a strenuous sitting position from 
which they could gain no relief.  
Very likely none of us can fully identify with everything Paul and Silas went through, but 
we have our own struggles and our own experiences with being treated unjustly. Two of 
the most painful personal experiences I have ever had in ministry are both based on 
gross injustice I experienced.  
Some of our pain and struggles are self-inflicted. Some of our problems are simply the 
law of sowing and reaping. It is tragic anyone should suffer emphysema or lung cancer, 
but if you smoked all your life, who else can you blame. It is tragic to have cirrhosis of 
the liver, but if you drank alcohol your entire life and turned your liver into shoe leather, 
who else do you have to blame?  
But sometimes we meet tragedy that is far from our own making. Someone runs a red 
light and we get t-boned and sent to the hospital. That is not fair. A drunk driver crosses 
the line and hits someone head on. That is not fair. You work hard all your life to take 
care of your personal business, pay all your bills, and have a decent home to live it, but 
someone steals your identity and wrecks your credit score and leaves you with a 
mountain of debt that will cost you more in legal fees to correct than you can afford. 
That is not fair.  
You try to live a healthy life. You don’t drink. You don’t smoke. You don’t do drugs. You 
live in a faithful monogamous relationship with your spouse. You watch your weight. 
Then you discover you have stage four cancer. That is not fair.  
There was nothing fair about Paul and Silas being falsely accused and thrown in prison. 
You may have to suffer through some injustices of your own that you are powerless to 
correct. In such cases, you can sympathize with Paul and Silas, only theirs was much 
worse.  

B. The	key	to	survival	
Let’s	read.	
25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God 
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These two were emotionally and physically battered. We can’t imagine there being any 
position that would allow them to sleep, so they endured the long agonizing hours of the 
sleepless night feeling the throb of every open wound.  
What kind of mood would that put you in?  
In view of the extreme hardships and the physical suffering and the mental anguish Paul 
and Silas had to endure, we should be staggered, dumbfounded at the realization that 
these two rose above their torment and prayed and sang hymns to God.  
One of the most common extracts we have heard taught and preached from this 
passage is the remarkable phenomenon of those who can have a song in the night; 
those who can give praise while in prison.  
Up to this point, this narrative is not about what God has done. It is about what we 
should do before God has taken action.  

C. What	we	should	do	comes	first.	What	God	will	do	comes	next.			
If	we	are	faithful	to	God,	God	will	take	care	of	our	business.	Humans	have	a	strange	
habit	of	trying	to	manipulate	others	through	their	outward	displays	of	emotion.	We	play	
the	victim	to	get	sympathy.	But	that	doesn’t	work	with	God.	We	can’t	act	play	the	victim	
in	hopes	that	will	motivate	God	to	come	to	our	rescue.	God	is	not	motivated	by	our	pity	
party.	God	wants	us	to	hold	strong	in	our	faith	and	praise	and	worship	Him	in	our	most	
difficult	circumstances,	then	He	act	in	our	behalf.		

IV. Contagious	Christianity	
Paul and Silas sang and praised God and God sent an earthquake that blew the prison 
doors open and broke all the chains of every prisoner. We also see God’s sovereign 
hand at work when no prisoners escaped. The prison guard awoke and attempted to 
commit suicide for having failed to secure the prison, but Paul intervened and assured 
him none had escaped. At that point the guard fell trembling before him and cried out, 
“What must I do to be saved?” Paul replied, 
 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 
The guard’s salvation didn’t save his family. The guard’s influence saved his family. His 
family’s reception of the message of salvation saved his family.  
By far the biggest influence in a family coming to the Lord is the salvation of the 
husband/father.  
That doesn’t mean God hasn’t worked through the children or the wife, but statistically, 
the father/husband is more influential in leading the family in salvation. That also infers 
that the husband/father has more influence in keeping the family from serving God. That 
is an awesome amount of responsibility to have to answer to God for. I serve God for 
two reasons: for my salvation and for the salvation of my family. I will not pave the way 
to Hell for my children or my grandchildren. If they follow my footsteps, my footsteps will 
only lead them to God. That is my commitment to the Rooks clan.  
 


