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Acts 15:36-16:10 

I. Conflict	In	The	Kingdom	
Paul and Barnabas come into such sharp disagreement over John Mark that they split 
up the ministry team and go separate ways.  
We cannot use this scripture to justify Christian conflict, nor to justify the lack of 
resolution to the conflict.  But we can admit that it does happen from time to time. The 
fact that Paul and Barnabas could not come to an agreement which would allow them to 
continue to work together represents those occasional moments of conflict we 
encounter in Christianity.   
There are a couple of important points to consider here.  

A. Barnabas	refused	to	give	up	on	John	Mark.		
Most would agree that John Mark failed. Paul did no feel obliged to give Mark a second 
chance with their ministry team. But Barnabas wanted to work with Mark and train him, 
disciple him. And isn’t discipling an important part of what we are supposed to be 
doing? So who was wrong? Paul, or Barnabas?  
I think they were both right. I believe the parting of the ways was the right way to resolve 
this conflict and it worked out great for both. Barnabas was right for changing ministry 
direction so he could disciple Mark.  
Paul was right for not wanting Mark to continue with them because Paul very likely had 
a better understanding of the difficulties that they would face, the very kinds of things 
that may have turned Mark back in the first place. Barnabas needed to take Mark into 
service somewhere less demanding and train him there. He did not need to be on the 
front lines yet, but that is where Paul had to go. He could not afford to have someone on 
the team who was going to go awol again when the battle got intense. The best thing to 
do was to split the team.  

B. Paul	didn’t	disagree	about	mentoring,	just	disagreed	about	the	candidate.	
Barnabas poured into John Mark. Paul poured into Timothy. Both learned to be patient 
and believe in their young protégés. Paul saw something in Timothy that made him 
believe he could stand the heat.  
It is important to understand that this parting of the ways did not cause either one to be 
bitter against the ministry, or against God, or against each other. They just had to 
recognize their calling and purpose took them in different directions. They were good for 
each other for a season and that season was over.  
As a pastor, I have occasionally had to bypass a few individuals who wanted to serve in 
a place above their ability. It was never easy re-directing, but it was best for all.  
That is not always the case when we have to deal with people who are eager, but not 
ready. I see it in the ministry quite often. Sometimes young ministers are eager to get 
involved in ministry at levels they are not quite ready for. I personally had to deal with 
that in the very early years of ministry. I was denied opportunities I felt I was ready for. 
But I never quit.  
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C. Be	and	encourager!	
Both Barnabas and Paul were encouragers, they just had one situation in which they 
disagreed on the time and place and person.  
But Barnabas saw potential, and Mark proved him right. The second gospel bears 
Mark’s name. We may have been missing an important part of the gospel collection had 
it not been for Barnabas being willing to leave Paul and pour into Mark. Mark also 
seems to have become a coworker with Peter, as Peter sent greetings from “my son, 
Mark” as the close of his first letter  (I Peter 5:17).  Thus, Mark became the common 
connection for Barnabas, Saul, and Peter.  
Barnabas walked away from a ministry destined for historical greatness so he could 
mentor one person. Not everyone is willing to take the road less traveled, but we are 
grateful for those who are willing.  
One of the most gratifying experiences in kingdom work is watching converts develop 
into workers in the kingdom. One such example is right here in this church. There was a 
time I bought Derek his first guitar and taught him a few chords. He took off after that 
and has become a top-notch worship leader after just a little training and 
encouragement.  

II. Waiving	Your	Rights	
Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived, whose mother 
was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. 2 The believers at Lystra and 
Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised 
him because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As 
they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached by the apostles and 
elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith and 
grew daily in numbers. (Acts 16:1-5) 

This seems to be a contradictory action taken by Paul. Remember, Paul travelled to 
Jerusalem to meet with the church elders about the Judaizers who insisting the Gentile 
converts be circumcised. Paul won that round as the council ruled in agreement with 
him that circumcision was an unnecessary burden that should not be forced on the 
coverts.  
The next thing we see is Paul welcomes young Timothy, a half Jew, half Gentile, to join 
his ministry. However, he stipulates that Timothy must be circumcised.  
The fact is, Paul was demonstrating an important principle to live by in our Christian 
faith. We may from time to time choose to waive the rights to our liberties because in so 
doing we become more effective in our witnessing.  
Paul would later make the case that he had every right to receive monetary support as a 
worker in the ministry, but he chose to waive that right out of concern for those who 
would believe he was only interested in profiting from his work.  
11 If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we reap a material harvest from 
you? 12 If others have this right of support from you, shouldn’t we have it all the more? 
But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder the 
gospel of Christ. 
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Again, in forfeiting his rights, he also declared,  
"Though I am free and belong to no one, I have made myself a slave to everyone, to win as many 
as possible." (I Cor 9:19) 

Our Christianity is not only about our rights. Our Christianity is also about our 
effectiveness as witnesses. On the issue of eating sacrificial meats, Paul made the case 
that only people weak in the faith think that the source of the meat could possibly be a 
spiritual issue. But then Paul said,  
Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so 
that I will not cause them to fall.  (I Cor 8:13). 
It seems that today many Christians are far more concerned with defending their rights 
than they are being an effective Christian witness. There might be times when simply by 
waiving your Christian rights you might make more progress in ministering to people 
than you ever would by being stubbornly argumentative. Each situation must be 
individually evaluated, for there is no single “fit-all” answer. Sometimes you can’t let 
legalists put you in bondage because of their weak faith. Other times, your stubborn 
defense of your Christian liberty might be the main obstacle blocking your breakthrough 
with some individual you are witnessing to.  
This elective forfeiture of our rights is perhaps one of the most difficult issues of 
Christian discipline for 21st century ears. We have a hard time separating the  battle 
over our rights as citizens in America from the issue of our liberties and rights as 
Christians. The two issues are distinct. I am not in favor of allowing others to take our 
rights away, either as a Christian or as a citizen of the United States.  
However, the issue we are talking about here, (and that Paul talks about in his epistles) 
is about personally being willing to forfeit a personal liberty if doing so gives us an 
advantage in evangelism. Missionaries understand this better than most people as they 
enter different cultures and find that their Christian liberties might be offensive to others 
who don’t understand.  
We might not encounter the same situation as often here in our 21st century United 
States.  But if we did, what would your response be? If you were trying to  witness to 
your Muslim neighbors and you were building a very good relationship with them and 
hoping to find the right opportunity to share Jesus with them, would you invite them over 
for a ham dinner? After all, you don’t have any problems eating pork. I hope you would 
temporarily forfeit your Christian liberties to keep from unnecessarily offending someone 
who does not understand.  

III. Human	Planning	and	Divine	Guidance	
6 Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been 
kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. 7 When they came to the 
border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 8 So 
they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. 9 During the night Paul had a vision of a man of 
Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 After Paul had 
seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us 
to preach the gospel to them. 
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Here is another difficult issue we grapple with – Understanding God’s will and His 
leading.  
On the one extreme is the idea that if God has our life planned out, why do we have to 
do anything. Aren’t we basically on auto-pilot? 
On the other extreme, some believe God is uninvolved in human affairs and we have to 
make our own way.  
And everything in the middle to be a confusing blend of the two extremes.  
In our scripture text, we see Paul having been divinely directed not to preach in Asia at 
that particular time, therefore he travels through Phrygia and Galatia. When they came 
to the border of Mysia, “the Spirit of Jesus” (nothing special to make of this wording) 
would not permit them to enter. Notice, they were not told where to go, just where not to 
go.  
That night, Paul had a vision of a man in Madeconia begging him “Come to Macedonia 
and help us.”  

A. 	We	can	make	plans,	but	we	should	always	do	so	prayerfully.	
An attitude of prayer keep us tuned to God’s leading. If we merely make plans and 
never consult God, we take God out of the picture.  

B. We	are	not	told	how	God	speaks	to	us	or	leads	us.		
Twice the Spirit redirected Paul on his intended journey, but how did this happen? How 
did Paul hear from God? Was it an audible voice? Was it a silent impression on his 
spirit? Did God speak through circumstances that guided their path? There are many 
ways God might speak to us or lead us, but still the important thing is us being tuned to 
Him.  

C. We	make	plans	and	submit	them	to	God	for	approval	or	modification.	
We can’t just sit around and wait for God to do everything. We can’t always sit idle until 
God physically forces us or moves us. Hearing from God is one thing, but in the 
absence of a clear word from God, God has given us a plan “B”. It is called wisdom, 
God-given wisdom that comes from above. Lack of clear, specific direction from God 
should not paralyze us. We can make plans using godly wisdom and bathe them in 
prayer and fully expect God to guide us. Being obedient to God is a two-faceted 
endeavor. It involves us proactively planning and moving forward, all the while bathing 
our plans in prayer, and God directing, and modifying our plans to comply with His will.   

1. Pray	
2. Plan	
3. Stay	Biblically	sound	
4. Seek	wise	counsel	from	trustworthy,	Godly	people.		
5. Use	godly	wisdom	

Keep moving. Keep planning. Keep praying. Keep listening. God will guide you! 
 

 


