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I. 	Chapter	Thirteen;	A	Bridge	
Chapters 12 and 13 form a pivot point for the turning of the Acts narrative to focus on 
the travels and ministry of Saul (hereafter called Paul).  
The name change has nothing to do with Saul’s conversion, since that occurred about 
14 years earlier. The name change is a choice Luke made. Saul was the man’s Jewish 
name, but all Jews in the Roman empire would also have a Greek name, both names 
often have similar sounds in pronunciation (Saul; Paul). Since Paul’s ministry would be 
largely to the Gentiles, Luke felt it appropriate to use Paul’s Greek name, de-
emphasizing the Jewish connection.  
There are some interesting events that occur in this chapter, but there is not enough 
material to make a full sermon. I will therefore just highlight the points in chapter 13 
that help make the transition in the narrative.  
This chapter outlines Paul’s first missionary journey in which Barnabas and Saul travel 
from Antioch in Syria to Antioch of Pisidia (so as not to confuse the two Antiochs.) 
Furthermore, note that Barnabas arranged for his cousin John Mark to travel with 
them. That didn’t work out very well and soon after they visited Cypress, Mark turned 
back. Later we will read how Barnabas wanted once again to take John Mark along on 
the second missionary journey and Paul refused to allow it. This ultimately forced 
Barbabas and Paul to go separate ways. There are various speculations about why 
John Mark left, none of which are conclusive. However, we do know he returned 
straight to Jerusalem and failed to take a report back to Antioch (the hub of Gentile 
Christianity and ministry) which causes us to question if ministry to the Gentiles didn’t 
set very well with him. It appears that although he was called and commissioned, he 
began to doubt his calling when he found parts of ministry that didn’t set well with him. 
We do know Paul did not consider Mark’s actions excusable.  
On their journey, Barnabas and Saul visited the island of Cyprus and there 
encountered a sorcerer named Elymus. Elymus, who also happened to be the 
personal attendant of the Roman Proconsul Sergius Paulus, worked hard to oppose 
Barnabas and Saul (now called Paul). Paul was clearly annoyed with Elymus trying to 
frustrate their ministry and he cursed Elymus with blindness. Sergius was so 
impressed with both the message and the demonstration of power, that he became a 
convert to Christianity.  
Notice Paul’s method of dealing with Elymus.  
10 “You are a child of the devil and an enemy of everything that is right! You are full of all kinds 
of deceit and trickery. Will you never stop perverting the right ways of the Lord? 11 Now the 
hand of the Lord is against you. You are going to be blind for a time, not even able to see the 
light of the sun.”  (Acts 13:10,11) 

I deal with fellow ministers constantly through our social media discussion groups. It 
seems the younger generation of ministers is consistently uncomfortable with abrasive 
approaches like Paul used here. They fear such harsh language will turn people away 
instead of draw them in.  
There are times when a more stern, aggressive approach is necessary.  
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(Story of two women who came to prayer meeting, but refused to leave) 
Later Paul and “his companions” arrive in Pisidion Antioch. Notice at this point Paul is 
named first; Barnabas, if specifically named, is second, giving Paul the more 
prominent status. In Antioch, they are freely welcomed in the synagogue and given the 
opportunity to speak a few words of encouragement to the congregation. Paul outlines 
the OT events that led to the incarnation of Jesus through the line of David, setting 
forth Jesus as the promised Savior, crucified and risen. Paul’s sermon is similar to 
Stephens in that they both base their message in the OT. Stephen built his case for 
retiring the temple as the center of worship. Paul built his case for proclaiming the 
Messiah.  
The sermon was so well received, they were invited back the next week. Also many 
followed Paul and Barnabas after the service and sat under their teaching for the 
following week. But after Paul’s next sermon on the second Sabbath, some of the 
Jews began to build a team of people to oppose their ministry, resulting in Paul and 
Barnabas being kicked out of the city.  
Realizing their ministry had been blocked and rejected by a group of unreceptive 
Jews, Paul and Barnabas shook the dust off their feet and travelled on to Iconium.  

II. Chapter	14	
At this point in scripture we begin to see the birth of the missions program in the young 
church. God had been prodding his people out of the nest and directing them to get 
out of Jerusalem and start spreading the gospel. It took persecution to get them kick 
started, landing Philip in Samaria and forcing a group of unnamed saints into Antioch 
of Syria where the seeds of the gospel were effectively planted. It took a powerful 
vision to force Peter to take the gospel to the Gentile house of Cornelius. But now we 
see Paul and Barnabas taking the initiative take the gospel into new territories.  

A. Unique	obstacles	to	the	success	of	ministry	
In chapter thirteen we read of Paul and Barnabas having some success but also 
meeting with resistance. In Chapter 14, we see basically the same thing – success 
countered by opposition.  
However, we also see a new obstacle. Like the account of Peter and John ministering 
healing to the lame man at the gate, Paul also ministers healing to a man lame from 
birth and, like the previous scenario, instructs the man to stand to his feet to prove his 
healing. This act of divine healing rocked the town. The people were ecstatic, but very 
superstitious and misguided. Let’s read: 
11 When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian language, “The 
gods have come down to us in human form!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they 
called Hermes because he was the chief speaker.13 The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just 
outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he and the crowd wanted to 
offer sacrifices to them. 

14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore their clothes and rushed out 
into the crowd, shouting: 15 “Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only human, like 
you. We are bringing you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the 
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living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and everything in them. 16 In the 
past, he let all nations go their own way. 17 Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He 
has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides you 
with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” 18 Even with these words, they had 
difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to them. 
You can’t help but marvel at the desperate creativity of Hell to oppose the successful 
spreading of the gospel. We are not surprised by the threats and the persecution 
against the apostles. We are not surprised the beheading of James, the imprisonment 
of Peter which drove him underground, the flogging of Peter and John, the death 
threats against the newly converted Saul, and the angry Jews who made it their 
occupation to intentionally seek out Paul and Barnabas wherever they were and mount 
a sophisticated campaign against them.  
But here we see Hell has adopted a completely new strategy. Tie their success to 
popularity and gain. Hell knows the power of flattery and popularity and prosperity and 
how many ministers have been allowed to continue in their ministry as long as they 
allow themselves to be corrupted by worldly influences. Hell is more than happy to 
help bring material success to any minister who will be corrupted by it.  
The interesting thing about this story is Paul and Barnabas initially did not understand 
what was happening to them since the people were shouting in their native Lycaonian 
language. To Paul and Barnabas, the reaction of the people probably initially looked 
like a very, innocent and favorable reception to their ministry. The people were calling 
them gods. They called Barnabas Zeus and Paul, Hermes. We can imagine Paul and 
Barnabas initially being very pleased with what seemed to be the friendly, supportive 
reaction of the people. It wasn’t until someone was able to translate what was going on 
that Paul is horrified they are being worshipped as gods, at which point Paul 
desperately tries deflect their misguided worship. Their Jewish roots influenced these 
two missionaries to tear their clothing, a traditional act for those who have heard 
blasphemy. 
The quick summary is, seductive flattery didn’t work. Didn’t even come close! The 
narrative quickly turns to Hell’s next attack. Some angry Jews came from Antioch (110 
miles away) and Iconium (20 miles away) specifically to battle against Paul and 
Barnabas. This was virtually the emissaries of Hell doing physical and spiritual battle 
against the emissaries of Heaven. In the physical realm, Hell struck a powerful blow 
beating Paul lifeless, then dragging his body outside town and leaving it to the vultures 
and predators.  
Luke simply says, “The disciples gathered around him.” We don’t know what they did, 
or even what they thought. We would like to believe they prayed, but we really don’t 
know. All we know is they didn’t desert him, and they were witnesses to Paul rising up 
from the brink of death, and walking right back into the city where he just got 
pummeled.  
There is so much here to ponder. The story is fascinating. We are deeply inspired by 
Paul’s unwavering determination. This is the stuff heroes are made of. Wouldn’t this 
have been enough to discourage many people? Can we imagine some people saying, 
“I didn’t sign up for this! I quit!” The one thing Hell did not want to see is Paul pick 
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himself up and go back into that city and face his fears. Hell wanted him to stay down 
for the count.  
Hell wants to knock you around a little bit and make you want to quit serving God, quit 
going to church, quit trying to live a godly life. Hell wants to rough you up and force 
you to say, “This isn’t worth it! I quit!”  
But quitting was not on Paul’s mind. He and Barnabas got together and planned to 
double back and revisit the towns they had already visited – back to Antioch and 
Iconium, the hometown of the vigilantes who just hunted him down and beat him to a 
pulp. Back to Lystra where he was mistaken for being a Greek god and where he was 
later ambushed and nearly beaten to death. Back to the cities where they were kicked 
out of one and fled the other two to avoid untimely conflict. 
If all Christians had the commitment and resolve of Paul, nothing would ever deter us 
from serving God. If we had Paul’s resolve, we could not be seduced or with flattery or 
success or popularity. If we had Paul’s commitment, the attacks from Hell and the 
hardships of life would only strengthen our resolve.  
And here is the secret to Paul’s unflinching endurance. He had a motto he lived by: 
Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch, 22 strengthening the disciples and 
encouraging them to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the 
kingdom of God,” they said.  
Christianity tempered with struggles and hardships is infinitely stronger than Lazy Boy 
Christianity. As much as we often wish we could find an easier path, there is no benefit 
in that. We are made stronger by our struggles.  
This was a theme of Paul’s life. He saw suffering and trials as a normal part of 
Christianity. He would later write to his young protégé Timothy recalling his personal 
experiences in Antioch, Lyconium, and Lystra. 
10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, patience, love, 
endurance, 11 persecutions, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in 
Antioch, Iconium and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of 
them.  
12 In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, (2 Tim 
3:10-12) 
Do you understand that Christianity is not a bubble to protect you against troubles? It 
is commitment to serve and obey God that comes with great cost. I know this message 
has come through in previous sermons in this series on Acts. But you have to 
understand this is a prominent theme of this book. If anyone asks you what Acts is 
about you can tell them it is about advancing God’s kingdom through great conflict. 
That was true then, and it is still true today.  
 


