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I. Famous	Nobodies.		
One of the most interesting yet commonly overlooked details of this narrative is 
the unnamed heroes – those who were scattered by the persecution, landed in 
Antioch, shared the good news, and helped ignite a powerful revival which would 
prove to be pivotal and strategic in the development of the church and the 
advancement of the Kingdom. We don’t know the names of these people, yet 
their accomplishment might be even more significant than Phillip’s revival in 
Samaria. 
Most commonly people gain great notoriety when they are responsible for or 
connected with some great event. Newshounds not only investigate great events, 
they seek out the people responsible. The people behind this revival in Antioch 
are forever lost in obscurity. Hence, they fittingly represent you and me. Most of 
us are just common people with no real claim to fame. Unfortunately, we often 
develop a mentality that common people never accomplish anything of any 
significance. We adopt an attitude that nobodies are do-nothings.  
But the fact is, we never know what the efforts of common people like you and 
me might produce. Eternity will reveal things we never knew here on earth. We 
don’t always see the impact of our life and work while we live. But stories like this 
help us understand great things can come from the small, faithful efforts of 
common people. The Sunday School teacher may wonder what kind of lasting 
impact they have on this world. After all, they are just teaching a tiny class of 
reluctant children or teens. The pastor may wonder what impact they could 
possibly have on this world pastoring a tiny church in a rural setting. We just 
never know how the impact we have on one person’s life might influence that 
person to influence others who influence others, and the final count in Heaven 
numbers in the thousands or tens of thousands.  
I recently had a minister who belongs to the same minister’s discussion group I 
belong to message me and ask me if I am the same Scott Rooks who held 
revival for a tiny Baptist church in Asheville, North Carolina 1976. I said I was.  I 
had agreed with the pastor not to preach anything that would be in conflict with 
his Baptist doctrines, just preach Jesus and salvation. But this minister told me 
he was in that church as a young man, in that revival and he heard me preach 
and became so fascinated with the power of the Holy Spirit he felt through my 
preaching, he became hungry for more of God than what he found in that church. 
He subsequently began to seek the baptism in the Holy Spirit and did receive. 
Within 8 years – 1984, at the age of 24 – he was elected the pastor of West 
Asheville Assembly of God church and has served there as their pastor ever 
since. Today he has his doctorate from Gordon Conwell Theological Seminary 
and he and his wife are both credentialed ministers with the Assemblies of God 
and pastoring that wonderful, thriving church there in Asheville. You never know 
what effect common people like you and me have on others, and the long-range 
impact it has on future generations.  

II. Building	a	Good	Foundation	
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The final eleven verses in Acts 11 takes us to Antioch for a brief but important 
report on what transpired there.  

A. Judaism	in	Antioch	
This Antioch was the largest of sixteen cities so named, served as the seat of 
administration for the Roman province of Syria, and boasted a significant Jewish 
population. There were also a significant number of proselytes living in Antioch. A 
proselyte is a name for a Gentile who converts to Judaism.  

B. The	gospel	goes	to	Antioch	and	revival	breaks	out	
Luke tells us that among those disciples scattered by persecution, some landed 
in Antioch and there they began to share the good news of Jesus. Luke 
specifically points out that these circumstantial missionaries witnessed to the 
Greek (Gentile) community in Antioch and “a great number of people believed 
and turned to the Lord.” When news of the Antioch revival reached headquarters 
at Jerusalem, they sent Barnabas to investigate.  
Notice the simple mechanics of salvation described in this passage (as 
contrasted with today). 
Most of us today would have a similar concept of how we witness to people and 
bring them to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. We share the good news of 
Jesus. If a seeker sees their need for salvation, we lead them in what we call a 
“sinner’s prayer”. When we finish we inform the seeker that if they truly meant 
what they prayed, they can have confidence God has forgiven them of all their 
sins and given them the gift of eternal life. That neat little package is a composite 
of several different scriptures sewn together to form a systematic process of 
leading someone to salvation. Romans 3:23; Romans 6:23; Romans 10:9,10; 
Ephesians 2:8,9.  
But we don’t see anything resembling that in Acts. What we see is very bare 
bones by comparison. Someone shares the story of Jesus being the crucified 
Messiah and people “believe and turn to the Lord.” We never see any evidence 
of a sinner’s prayer or anything like it – just the declaration of the good news and 
the report that people subsequently believed and were baptized. Baptism 
seemed to be the evidence of salvation rather than a prayer.  

C. The	necessity	of	discipleship	
Biblically, the one important task we must do in the wake of a harvest of souls is 
to get them discipled. Barnabas saw the great number of salvations occurring in 
Antioch and knew he needed help. It is interesting that he thought of Saul. About 
twelve years had now passed since Saul was converted on the road to 
Damascus, and had the last eight of those years in Tarsus. Barnabas believes 
Saul will be a very good addition to the discipleship ministry and makes the 100 
mile journey to Tarsus to recruit Saul. Together they return to Antioch and spend 
the next year leading the school of discipleship at Antioch. Their schedule was 
filled with teaching and training new converts.  

D. They	were	first	called	Christians	at	Antioch	
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This	is	the	point	where	Luke	inserts	this	valuable	piece	of	information.		
“The disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.”  Acts 11:26 

The great revival and the systematic production of disciples from the school of 
discipleship gave the converts a noteworthy presence in the city, so much so that 
they were dubbed “Christians” by the unconverted Gentile population. They were 
becoming a recognizable community within the community and in order to have a 
handy way to refer to “them”, they needed a name. The name “Christian” was not 
given to them by the Jewish crowd, for the name “Christ” implied “Messiah”, and 
the Jews would have never conceded Messiah-ship to Jesus. It was the Greeks, 
or the Gentiles who dubbed them “Christians.” (literally, “Christ people”).  It may 
not have been considered a pejorative, just a logical tag for people who followed 
Christ, came in the name of Christ, were baptized in the name of Christ, and 
preached Christ. However, the Christian community did not really adopt that 
name for themselves until the turn of the century. Until that time, they referred to 
themselves as “disciples”, “saints”, or “believers”.  
A final note on this subject – The Christians were making an impact on Antioch 
not because they simply became members of some new cult, but because they 
ambitiously and aggressively became avid student, proponents, promoters, and 
advocates of this new Christian faith. The school of discipleship headed up by 
Barnabas and Paul taught the new converts how to live out their newfound faith 
in a fallen world. They taught them how to live and how to make other disciples.  

III. A	Compassionate	Church	
A. The	prophet	

A group of prophets came from Jerusalem and one of them, Agabus, prophesied 
about a famine that was going to hit the entire Roman Empire. This is an 
interesting prophecy because we do not typically think of Biblical, New 
Testament prophets as people who make specific predictions about world 
events. We commonly make the distinction between “foretelling” and “forth-
telling”, the latter merely referring to the declaration of already revealed truths. 
We tend to define the NT gift of prophesy as mainly “forth-telling”.  
But this passage definitely demonstrates God can speak through prophets to 
reveal the future. While we freely confess what God can do, we urge caution 
about those who profess to be such prophets. I see more false prophets trying to 
impress people with their prophetic prowess whose so-called “prophesies” never 
come true. The hard and fast truth is this: True prophets don’t issue false 
prophecies.  

B. The	missionary	spirit	
One of the earmarks of properly discipled Christians is their charitable spirit of 
giving. These Antiochan Christians were charitable givers. This is the Biblical 
model for normal, healthy functioning Christianity. Look at today’s statistics. 
*Tithers make up only 10-25 percent of a normal congregation. 

*Only 5% tithe, and 80% of Americans only give 2% of their income. 
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*For families making $75k+, 1% of them gave at least 10% in tithing. 
*The average giving by adults who attend US Protestant churches is about $17 a week. 

*About 10 million tithers in the US donate $50 billion yearly to church & non-profits. 
If $50 billion annually is given to churches and non-profits by the small 
percentage of the population who call themselves tithers, can you imagine the 
impact the church could have if we all grabbed an oar and helped row the boat?  
The new converts in Antioch were properly discipled and had a heart for 
missions. But there is one other unique aspect in this story.  
The congregation at Antioch gave toward a need that did not yet exist. They gave 
based on a prophecy. They sent money before the tragedy. Famines are not like 
tornadoes or earthquakes. They take a while to have an effect. The fund was set 
up in preparation for the day they would have need.  
That is almost unheard of today – giving in anticipation of a need. But this 
requires being able to hear and understand what the Spirit is saying, and that is 
all a part of good discipleship.  
It is a good thing the Antioch Christians were discipled well. It is highly unlikely 
we will be effective in discipling others to a level we have not achieved ourselves.  

IV. Summary	
 Christianity in Antioch still serves as a prime model for us today. They were well 
discipled. They drew the attention of their community and continued to have a 
great impact there. They had a heart of missions. They became virtually a mother 
church to other struggling churches. They recognized the genuine voice of the 
Spirit acted in faith to help prepare for a future need.  


