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Acts 10-11 
Chapters ten and eleven tell of Peter’s miraculous theological transformation. 
Contextually, these two chapters mark a significant point in the development of 
Christianity during which the church leaders come to realize the good news is 
truly intended for all people, all nations. Peter has his crisis moment in learning 
this lesson and takes the lead in bringing the rest over into agreement. Focusing 
on the transformation of Peter, we can learn the following things from this 
narrative.  

I. Peter	hears	from	God	during	times	of	prayer	
If we view prayer mostly as a time of petitioning God, we miss one of the most 
important aspects of prayer – hearing from God.  
In all honesty, few of us will get up from our times of prayer and have a God 
encounter as powerful and unmistakable as Peter did. This narrative is not for the 
purpose of insinuating we should expect visions when we pray.  
But the fact remains we should expect God to lead us as a result of our prayers. 
His plan may unfold incrementally, but He will still lead us. Few of us have ever 
had God speak to us in such a way that we can actually recreate the entire 
conversation. Often times we find that God speaking to us comes as nothing 
more sophisticate than a sense of direction and a peace about it. Sometimes 
God leads us by merely breaking the path for us and we follow. Now matter how 
dramatically or subtly God may direct us, the fact is prayer is fundamental in 
finding God’s leading for our life.  
But why won’t God speak to us as clearly as He spoke to Peter?  
First, the change that had to take place in Peter was so dramatic and involved 
deep-seated traditions and values. Such changes often require a direct 
encounter with God.  
Second, if the leading and direction from God are not patently obvious, it is 
during those times God wants us to grapple in trying to understand His will. He 
wants us to seek counsel. He wants us to balance our opinions with scripture. He 
wants us to work these things out in tedious ways so we are more careful and 
deliberate in making important decisions.  

II. Peter	needs	a	transformation	of	his	mind.		
This narrative shows Peter coming to a point of crisis in his life as well. He was 
trained by Christ, empowered by the Holy Spirit, functioning in the gifts of the 
Spirit, preaching dynamic messages, healing the sick, raising the dead, and 
boldly defying the threats of those who opposed him. Still, there was significant 
work to be done in Peter. He would have to unlearn his bias against Gentiles. He 
still held strong prejudicial convictions from his Jewish upbringing and God 
needed to fix that in Peter before he could properly fulfill the his duties under the 
Great Commission. Those strong convictions are evident in Peter’s response 
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when God told him to eat of those “unclean” creatures. Peter defied a clear 
command from God because of his deeply ingrained personal convictions.  
The irony here is that while God intended the good news to be taken to all the 
world, crossing all racial and cultural lines, God would entrust that task to a 
people who were famously and historically among the most religiously bigoted 
and prejudiced of all. It would take a radical change in Peter’s lifelong, deeply 
ingrained mindset to make the plan of world evangelism work.  

A. Application	
For us, we have to be prepared to have our minds renewed. Coming to Christ 
requires us to have our minds transformed. And, serving Christ and being 
obedient to him will often require having our opinion and philosophies retooled by 
God. But, for the moment, let’s deal with salvific transformation of the mind.  
Coming to Christ is more than finding forgiveness of sins. The concept of finding 
forgiveness is compelling and attractive to many who are seeking peace from the 
torment of guilt and despair. Some people are only seeking a refuge in the time 
of a storm. Some are only seeking to be healed of a spiritual disease without 
giving up the cause of the sickness. It is like wanting to be cured of emphysema 
without giving up smoking. But coming to Christ involves so much more. The rich 
young ruler discovered following Christ would require a change in the way one 
lives and the way one thinks. He was not ready for that kind of commitment.  
Coming to Christ and following Christ ultimately requires changing one’s lifestyle 
to come into conformity with God’s will. Coming to Christ and following Christ 
ultimately requires adopting the mind of Christ, learning how to have a Biblical 
worldview as opposed to the old way of thinking. This process will challenge 
ideas and philosophies and concepts we have held closely our entire life. Paul 
calls it a renewing of the mind.  
2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind.  (Romans 12:2) 

This is the difficult part. What we have spent a lifetime learning and practicing 
and defending is suddenly put to the ultimate test. Does what you believe and 
defend and practice conform to what God approves? This process could radically 
turn your world upside down, depending on how far out from God’s standards 
you were.  
We simply can’t bring our old values into this new partnership with Christ. Those 
who want the benefits of salvation and eternal life without the commitment to 
being fashioned by God into a new creation clog up Christianity.  
Have you ever noticed how everyone has their own set of values, their own belief 
system? As a lifelong Christian, my first question is always “What is the basis of 
your belief? I base my morals and my belief on the Bible. I am convinced the 
Bible is the word of God and is reliable. It is a rock solid foundation for me. I don’t 
have to make any apologies for what I believe if it is based on God’s word.  
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But what is the foundation of the belief system and the morals of those who are 
not grounded in the Bible? I heard a man a few days ago say he believes in 
ghosts. My first thought was “What is the foundation of this man’s belief?”   
I know of people who do not believe in God. What is the foundation of their 
belief? People are taking sides on all the social issues today. What is the 
foundation of their belief system? What do they reference as their moral and 
ethical guide? Do they have some empirical proof for what they believe? Do they 
have some guiding document that forms their moral framework? 
So many times people simply have pet theories and belief systems.  
These are the kinds of things that have to be surrendered to God when we follow 
Jesus. We can no longer have our own pet theories and homespun rules for life. 
We can no longer nurse our family traditions. We become fully accountable to 
Biblical truth. All other lofty imaginations and ideals must crumble when 
confronted with God’s truth.  

III. Peter	is	obedient	
A. Application	

1. Your	passion	for	obedience	must	be	stronger	than	your	prejudices,	
traditions,	and	personal	convictions.		

Caesarea plays an important role in this story. Caesarea was a Mediterranean 
seaport that served as the center of the Roman administration of the province of 
Palestine.  
The Palestinian Jews hated Caesarea with a passion. They were known to speak 
of it as though it was not even a part of Judea. The Jews were understandably 
uncomfortable with the temple in Caesarea, which was dedicated to Caesar, but 
they were also aware Caesarea was primarily populated by Gentiles. Riots often 
broke out between the Gentiles and the Jewish minority. These riots supposedly 
were the catalyst for the Jewish war against Rome in A.D. 66. Historian 
Josephus claims all 20,000 Jewish inhabitants of Caesarea were massacred in 
that war. The occasion of Peter visiting Caesarea to minister to Cornelius took 
place approximately 30 years prior to that war.  
We can understand why the Jews hated Caesarea, and we can also understand 
that Caesarea was already volatile hotspot for Jews – not the kind of place any 
Jew would be thrilled to visit. We can also understand how strong of a prejudice 
Peter harbored and what difficulties he had to overcome to be obedient to God’s 
directions.  

2. Your	passion	for	obedience	must	be	greater	than	your	passion	for	
comfort	and	ease.	

What else makes people sell all they have and follow Christ? What else inspires 
a missionary to pull up stakes and go live on the mission field? Their passion for 
obedience.  
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It would be most convenient to think we can all serve God in perfect obedience 
while deeply embedded in our happy place. We have our perfect house. We love 
our job. Being a two-income family provides enough income to pay all the bills, 
drive new cars, dine out at will, and buy all the toys we want. Life is perfect! Then 
we pacify ourselves by thinking as long as we attend church regularly and pay 
our tithes, God will likely never expect anything else from us.  

IV. Peter	is	openly	and	honestly	repentant.		
Peter confessed to Cornelius:  
34 “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism 35 but accepts from every 
nation the one who fears him and does what is right. (10:34) 
Peter also confesses before the Jewish converts back in Jerusalem how he had 
to change his theology after the vision God gave him. (Chapter 11)  When they 
told Peter they had already heard rumors he was consorting with Gentiles, Peter 
shared the testimony of his vision and subsequent transformation. And 
furthermore, it was at the point of the Gentiles being baptized in the Holy Spirit 
that sealed the deal for Peter.  
15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them as he had come on us at the 
beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave them the same gift he gave 
us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I could stand in God’s 
way?” 

18 When they heard this, they had no further objections and praised God, saying, “So 
then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

A. Application	
God wants us to grow. We can’t grow if we cling blindly to our church doctrine, or  
to what our family taught us, or what we have simply always heard taught and 
preached. Growing spiritually has to assume we are not fully spiritually mature in 
the early years of our conversion. We will discover things about God and about 
the Bible that we never knew and if we are not bound up in our own pride, we 
can say, “I used to believe, … but I don’t believe that any longer. I discovered the 
truth about it and had to change my theology.” Those who used to never believe 
in the Baptism of the Holy Spirit because that is what their church taught had to 
change their theology when they were baptized in the Holy Spirit. Those who 
were poisoned with legalism in their upbringing may have to renounce their 
legalistic ways and find more grace in God than they were ever taught. Unless 
you were born again with perfect theology, you will evolve as you come to 
understand scripture. It takes a humble person to honestly admit, “I used to 
believe …,  but now I see I was wrong.”  

	


