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 Acts 1:1-18 
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to 
them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he 
was eating with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for 
the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized 
with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his 
own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.” 

Chapter one is a short chapter but touches on many important themes such as 
the resurrection of Christ, the importance of the evidence of the resurrection, the 
importance of the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the importance of witnessing, the 
primary importance of the Great Commission, the world-wide scope of the Great 
Commission, the ascension and the second coming of Jesus, and the importance 
of prayer and fellowship. These themes are developed throughout the rest of the 
book.  

I. The	Foundation	of	Christianity	–	Objective	Reality	
A. The	objective	reality	of	the	resurrection	

As I mentioned in the previous sermon, we are expected to intelligently defend 
our faith. That is possible only because our faith is rooted in objective truth. Cults 
survive through brainwashing. Christianity thrives on the foundation of objective 
truth, specifically the truth of Christ’s death, burial and resurrection.  
Luke emphasizes that after the resurrection Christ provided “many convincing 
proofs that He was alive.”  
Christianity does not ask you to make an illogical leap of faith. Christianity does 
not demand blind allegiance. Christianity challenges you to objectively consider 
the evidence and make the logical conclusion.  

B. The	objective	reality	of	the	kingdom	of	God	
In those forty post-resurrection days, Jesus crammed into his disciples all He 
could teach them about the kingdom of God. It was vital for the disciples to have 
a clear understanding of the kingdom in order to have a good understanding of 
their mission. The commission to take the gospel to the world is undergirded by 
the fact that God’s kingdom had already been established on earth and Jesus 
would one day return to rule and reign. One undergirding principle of missions is 
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to tell the world Jesus is Lord, His kingdom is already established, and we are all 
expected to be in subjection to Him.  
That is not a message this postmodern world wants to hear. Men and women 
today do not want to believe they are accountable to God. They don’t want to 
believe God rules and reigns over all people on earth. They would rather believe 
we are accountable only to ourselves. Many religions are based on Eastern 
Mysticism. Elements of Eastern Mysticism have worked their way into our culture 
through meditation practices and philosophies such as universalism and 
relativism. The common denominator in all these is the suggestion that god is 
within you and you are your own highest supreme authority. This all runs totally 
contrary to the message of the kingdom of God, that God is still the ultimate 
authority; that He sets the rules for our conduct; that His truths are absolute and 
cut across cultural and generational lines.  
It is easy to understand why this pluralistic society chafes at the message of the 
kingdom of God. They cannot fathom that God, being physically absent from this 
world, has any authority over them, or that they will ultimately answer to Him for 
the way they lived their life.  

II. Anatomy	of	a	Great	Revival.	
Having read the book of Acts, we know what to expect in the upcoming chapters. 
The disciples will be endued with power by the Holy Spirit in preparation for the 
great revival that will begin in Jerusalem and spread to the world. But look 
carefully at what preceded the revival. Many people look no further than 1:12-14.  
12 Then the apostles returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives,a 
Sabbath day’s walk[c] from the city. 13 When they arrived, they went upstairs to the 
room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; 
Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the 
Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14 They all joined together constantly in prayer, along 
with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
The most popular conclusion is that prayer was the key to this revival.  
Prayer cannot be discounted, but we must not stop there. There is another 
important factor often overlooked. Let’s back up a little more and look carefully at 
what Jesus did to prepare them for revival.  
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the 
Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to 
them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a 
period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God.  (Acts 1:1-3) 

Twice in this short passage Luke mentions Jesus teaching his disciples. Before 
He died, he poured into them. For forty days after His resurrection, Jesus 
continued to instruct them about the kingdom of God.  
Jesus laid a strong theological foundation for his disciples prior to the revival. It 
was because Peter had been properly discipled by Christ that he was able to 
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stand up immediately after the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost and deliver such an eloquent message explaining what had just 
happened what they should make of it.  
The great historian of revival, J. Edwin Orr, has said that a theological awakening 
must precede a revival of religion. Dr. John Mackay writes, “First the enlightened 
mind, then the burning heart. First a revival of theological insights, and then the 
revival we need.” (copied from Acts: The NIV New Application Commentary) 
Revival without theological moorings can be more destructive than beneficial. 
Revival without a theological foundation is often wrecked by overly emotional 
people who attempt to ascribe meaning to their experience without having been 
properly trained to do so. That is where so much weird doctrine and practice is 
spawned.  

III. The	Last	Rebuke	
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

Notice the interesting placement of this question. It follows immediately after 
Jesus instructed his disciples to remain in Jerusalem until they are empowered 
by the Holy Spirit.  
Immediately, the disciples ask, “Are you at this time going to restore the kingdom 
to Israel?” It is interesting that the subject of being endued with power from on 
high did not spawn any further discussion or interest. Their minds were obviously 
somewhere else, and verse six shows us where. The response Jesus gave to 
that question is very revealing. Jesus rebuked them on two counts.  
First, He warned them that God was not going to reveal precise times or dates.  
Second, Jesus rebuked them for being for their self-serving interests. He had 
taught them and trained them extensively so they could be effective ministers 
and witnesses. He promised them that in the very near future they would receive 
an unprecedented measure of power from the Holy Spirit to also help prepare 
them for their duties. Jesus was preparing them to shake the nations around the 
world. Now, in asking this question, it becomes painfully obvious their focus is not 
on reaching the world. Their focus is limited to their own interests – hope of 
Christ restoring Israel’s earthly kingdom. That question reveals the ugly truth that 
the disciples still did not understand the scope of God’s plan. It was not about 
them. God’s plan was much bigger than them. It was not about Israel. It was 
about the entire world and they still didn’t get it. The disciples were focused on 
the state of Israel. Jesus broadened their focus beyond Jerusalem, beyond 
Judea. The scope would reach into Samaria, a people despised and rejected by 
these people with Jewish backgrounds. Jesus expanded it beyond Samaria into 
the entire Gentile world.  
If there is a lesson in this for us, it is this: we have to remember our mission is 
about more than just us. That makes a good case for why we support foreign 
missions. We have young men and women who feel the call to go to foreign 
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countries and put their lives at risk to take the gospel to those who have never 
heard of Jesus. All they ask is that the churches back in the states give them the 
financial backing they need to answer their call.  

IV. The	Great	Commission	
Every gospel writer published their own slightly unique version of the Great 
Commission, but they all agreed that Jesus clearly intended for His followers to 
reach the world with the good news. Luke simplifies the Great Commission in 
Acts 1 by focusing on the scope of the mission – the whole world.  
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. (Acts 
1:8) 

Henry Martyn (1781–1812), said, “The Spirit of Christ is the spirit of missions, 
and the nearer we get to him, the more intensely missionary we must become.” 
The purpose of the Holy Spirit baptism was to empower the disciples to take the 
gospel to the world, but that emphasis was lost through the centuries.  
According to David Bosch, South African missiologist: 
“By the second century, the church viewed the purpose and work of the Holy 
Spirit to mainly be that of sanctification and appointing apostles. The Protestant 
Reformation of the 16th century tended to put the major emphasis on the work of 
the Spirit as bearing witness to and interpreting the Word of God. Only in the 
twentieth century has there been a gradual rediscovery of the intrinsic missionary 
character of the Holy Spirit. This came about, inter alia, because of a renewed 
study of the writings of Luke.” 
We have an awakened awareness to the fact that the main purpose of the Holy 
Spirit is missional. For all the things the Holy Spirit can do for us and in us, it all 
relates to empowering and equipping us to be witnesses for Christ.  
And here is the best part. Each one of you has his or her own mission field. You 
are in contact with people that none of the rest of us know. You have the 
personal duty to share Christ with the Christless in your circle. If you don’t feel 
equipped to do that, you need the Holy Spirit to empower you. The disciples were 
not ready for that task either until they were empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
 
 
 
 
 
 


