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26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that 
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an 
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake 
(which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to 
worship, 28 and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the 
prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” 
30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do 
you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to 
come up and sit with him. 
32 This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: 

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, 
    so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. 
    Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself 
or someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him 
the good news about Jesus. (Acts 8) 

I. Divine	Appointments	
A. Philip	

God spoke directly to Philip where to go, but not why; not what to do. God told 
Philip to start traveling along the desert road that went from Jerusalem to Gaza. 
He didn’t tell how far to go, just to get on the road and start walking.  
It seems to be a common practice of God to unveil his purpose and plan 
incrementally. God called Abraham to leave the land of his people and God 
would make him a great blessing to the world. There were many details of this 
that were not yet revealed. Abraham would be on a journey of discovery, just like 
Philip; just like you and me sometimes.  
Do you ever remember a time in your life when you said something like this? “I 
know I am where God wants me to be, but I don’t have a clue why?” (or some 
variant of that e.g. “I know I am doing what God wants me to do, but I do not yet 
see the purpose.”  
Happy and blessed is the man or woman who understands the whole plan from 
beginning to end before beginning their journey. Those of us (Abraham, Moses, 
Philip included in this group) who don’t see the full picture understand the 
frustration of feeling like we are groping along in darkness, trying to make sense 
out of what little bit we do see and understand.  
It takes a great deal of faith to move step by step, phase by phase in God’s plan 
without knowing what the next step or next phase involves.  

B. The	eunuch	
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Head of the treasury department under the Queen of Ethiopia, Queen Candace. 
Candace was not a name, but a title for the queens, just like Pharaoh was not a 
name, but at title for the male rulers in Egypt.  
The eunuch took a rest stop and decided to use that time to do a little reading.  
Meanwhile, Philip is walking along the road, not knowing where he is going or 
what he is supposed to looking for when he saw this eunuch parked in his 
chariot. This is the point at which God spoke a second time to give further 
instructions.  
“The Spirit told Philip to go to that chariot and stay near it.” 
Once again, the instructions were piece-meal. “Walk over there and just stand 
there.”  As Philip drew near, he could hear the Eunuch reading out of Isaiah. It 
was a common practice in that culture to read allowed. In our American culture, 
our libraries would be total chaos if we practiced that. 
Notice, God did not have to give further specific instructions. Philip got it! That is 
the way it works. God leads us along until we are able to “get it” and then we can 
take it from there. It becomes obvious what the task is and what we need to do 
and we don’t have to wait for any more specific instructions. Our instinct and our 
training kick in and we know what to do.  

II. Who	Is	This	Suffering	Servant?	
Philip struck up a conversation with this total stranger.  
“I couldn’t help but notice you are reading from Isaiah. Do you understand what 
you are reading?”  
That is an excellent conversation starter given the cultural considerations. This 
Ethiopian dignitary was of the Jewish religion and, like other practicing Jews, he 
was familiar with Isaiah 53. But also like other practicing Jews, he found Isaiah to 
be a difficult passage. 
Let’s read Isaiah 53: 
Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. 
He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we 
should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
Like one from whom people hide their faces he was despised, and we held him in low 
esteem. 
4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
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7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; 
he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he 
did not open his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his generation protested? 
For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was 
punished. 
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, 
though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause him to suffer, 
    and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and 
prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 
11 After he has suffered, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his 
knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with 
the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, 
    and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, 
    and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

It was a brilliant move on Philip’s part to ask that familiar question about his 
passage of scripture, “Do you understand what you are reading?” It was almost 
like any other Jews saying, “That is a tough passage. What do you understand 
the prophet to be saying? 
Isaiah 53 is not so hard for us because we see Jesus as the fulfillment of this 
scripture and it all makes sense to us. But put yourself in the place of the Jews of 
antiquity. This was a description of the tragic suffering of some unknown, 
unnamed individual or entity. Ancient Jews might have tried to make some 
allegorical application to Israel as the suffering entity described by the prophet. 
Certainly they were abused and despised and could logically be depicted as a 
poor wretched victim.  But not everyone was satisfied to leave it at that. They felt 
the language pointed to an individual, hence the eunuch’s obvious question, “Is 
the prophet talking about himself or someone else?” The mystery had haunted 
the Jews for centuries. It is interesting the eunuch chose that passage of 
scripture for his recreational reading time. He was revisiting one of the great 
mysteries of ancient scripture, perhaps hoping for some revealing insight no one 
had ever seen before.  
Insert is 53 here 
This passage is very graphic. Isaiah prophesies about the rejection. He foresees 
the grotesque form hanging on a cross that would literally force people to turn 
their heads in revulsion.  
He describes the suffering servant as taking our pain and suffering upon himself. 
He describes that suffering and sacrifice as necessary atonement for our 
salvation and provision for our healing.  
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He points out the lostness of all humankind necessitating the atoning sacrifice: 
“We are all sheep that have gone astray.” 
He describes him as the silent, innocent, perfect and spotless Lamb led to the 
slaughter.  
And in reading that, the ancient Jews marveled at the suffering, but struggled to 
comprehend what the prophet was trying to say.  
Philip asks, “Do you understand what you are reading?”  
31 “How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come 
up and sit with him. 32  
And then the eunuch read this portion of that passage 
“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he 
did not open his mouth. 33 In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of 
his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth. 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the 
good news about Jesus. 

It was perfect timing! 
Jesus is the vita link that makes sense out of all scripture. He is the factor that 
sews it all together for us. Without Jesus there would be no New Testament. 
Without Jesus Isaiah 53 would remain an eternal mystery about some unknown 
wretch that was despised, abused and rejected, but why would Isaiah write it and 
what was the message?  
Without Jesus the entire OT system of animal sacrifice becomes a pointless, 
unending exercise in futility.  
Without Jesus, the promise to Abraham is meaningless. Without Jesus the 
promise to David of an heir to the throne would be meaningless. Without Jesus, 
the promise of hope and deliverance for Israel is empty rhetoric.  
If you are trying to read the Bible but have no understanding or acquaintance or 
relationship with Jesus, it is frustrating and confusing. You can’t try to live by the 
Bible without living for Jesus. It won’t make sense to you.  

III. Lessons	to	Learn	
A. The	Art	of	Effective	Witnessing	

Some scholars suggest that one of the major benefits of this narrative is it gives 
us a clear scriptural example of effective one-on-one evangelism. Looking at the 
balance of scripture, Luke gives virtually equal time to the account of the great 
revival in Samaria where large numbers of people were saved and the 
conversion of this lone individual in the middle of nowhere. Both are equally 
important. 

1. Follow	God’s	prompting	–	Listen	to	the	Spirit		
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2. Look	for	the	opening		
Philip started where the eunuch was. He blended in with the eunuch’s interests 
as a starting point.  

3. Be	prepared	to	answer	hard	questions	
Philip would not have been effective if he had not been able to open up scripture 
to the eunuch. We have to be prepared. That is what Bible study is about. That is 
what Sunday School is about. That is what discipleship is about. That is what 
these sermons are about. We are doing our best to equip you.  

IV. The	Spread	of	the	Gospel	
“There is a tradition that Candace was herself converted to Christianity by her 
treasurer on his return, and that he became the apostle of Christianity in that 
whole region, carrying it also into Abyssinia. It is said that he also preached the 
gospel in [South Arabia] and in Ceylon, where he suffered martyrdom.” (Bible 
Speak) 
Luke doesn’t follow the narrative of the conversion of the eunuch. All we have is 
the record of tradition, as cited above. But we do know is the eunuch returned to 
Africa as a Christian convert. The seed was planted and in 330 A.D. Christianity 
was a state religion, thus giving Christianity a strong foothold in that nation and 
helping to establish Ethiopia as a fundamentally Christian nation throughout the 
centuries. Ethiopia effectively resisted the spread of Islam as was happening in 
neighboring nations and remains over 60% Christian today compared to barely 
30% Islamic. Philip was obedient and planted a seed that bore significant fruit in 
Ethiopia for 20 centuries and still going.  
You never know how many people may end up in Heaven because you sowed 
one seed. You may never know how many people might miss Heaven because 
you neglected to follow the Spirit’s leading and witness to someone.  
 


