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4 Those who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went. 5 Philip went down to a 
city in Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah there. 6 When the crowds heard Philip and saw the 
signs he performed, they all paid close attention to what he said. 7 For with shrieks, impure spirits 
came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8 So there was great joy 
in that city. (Acts 8) 

We begin today with an account of the great revival in Samaria ignited by the ministry of 
Philip. Keep in mind Samaria is a region. We don’t know which city in Samaria Philip 
went to.  
We have explained about the Samaritans numerous times before, but it is worth a brief 
reminder today. The Samaritans and Jews have common ancestry. When the Kingdom 
of Israel split, the Jews of the Northern ten kingdoms eventually intermarried with 
Gentiles and became compromised as far as the Jews of the southern Kingdom of 
Judea were concerned. That put bad blood between them and the Jews considered the 
Samaritans as unclean and unfit for fellowship. We see that cultural conflict enhancing 
the details in the story of the Samaritan woman that Jesus met at the well, and the 
parable of the good Samaritan who was the only one to stop to help the badly beaten 
victim, while the Jewish characters passed him by.  
We should keep that cultural conflict in mind when we read of Philip taking the gospel to 
the Samaritans. At the very core of this mission was the issue of crossing cultural 
boundaries and ministering to culturally undesirable, unworthy people.  

I. Ministering	in	the	Miraculous	
Notice when Philip began to minister in that Samaritan city, his sermon was 
accompanied by miraculous signs. The miraculous signs caused the people to listen 
more carefully to the message.  
Jumping ahead just a little bit, we read about a sorcerer in this town that had a very 
significant and powerful following.  
9 Now for some time a man named Simon had practiced sorcery in the city and amazed all the 
people of Samaria. He boasted that he was someone great, 10 and all the people, both high and 
low, gave him their attention and exclaimed, “This man is rightly called the Great Power of 
God.” 11 They followed him because he had amazed them for a long time with his sorcery. 

Simon used a couple of techniques to gain a following. First, he amazed people with his 
sorcery. Along with that, he shamelessly promoted himself as being “someone great”.  
Comparing Philip to Simon, we see both using the miraculous to draw people. Simon no 
doubt used deception and sleight of hand to impress people. If he actually did anything 
on the miraculous level, it was sponsored by satan. By contrast, Philip was empowered 
by the Holy Spirit and none of the miracles were fraudulent.  

A. People	are	predictably	drawn	to	the	mysterious,	the	unexplainable,	the	
miraculous.	

Modern day illusionists depend on making it look like their act is real. They can’t look 
fake or they would not appeal to people. A few rogue magicians actually reveal how 
some illusions or magic acts are performed. That act is forever ruined when you know 
how it is done.  
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B. The	appearance	of	the	miraculous	does	not	necessarily	validate	
Still, people are attracted to the miraculous. People generally have a tendency to 
validate and approve anyone, anything that is accompanied by what seems to be the 
miraculous. It is important for us no to fall into the trap of automatically assuming 
everything that looks miraculous is genuine. Fraudulent evangelists have preyed on 
gullible people by pretending to exercise the gift of the word of knowledge when in 
reality they were wired and receiving personal information about people from cards they 
had filled out ahead of time before the meeting started.  

1. In	summary,	the	miraculous	draws	people.		
2. The	appearance	of	the	miraculous	does	not	necessarily	validate.		
3. The	quality	of	God’s	miraculous	is	incomparably	superior	to	what	Hell	
attempts	to	do.		

This is demonstrated in the story of Pharaoh’s magicians trying to match Moses in 
performing miracles. Their first few attempts were enough to appear to discredit Moses. 
But there came a point where they could not compete with Moses and they lost that 
battle.   

C. God	uses	miracles	to	draw	people	to	Him	
 Simon used miracles to draw people to himself. When men are magnified and exalted, 
you can be assured something is terribly wrong.  
One important takeaway from this is that signs and wonders are an important part of 
effectively sharing the gospel. We should expect God to move through us in miraculous 
ways. We should never be content to labor without the miraculous. We should be 
constantly be praying for God to manifest his miraculous powers through us. Be 
forewarned, this is a perilous journey to embark upon. Too many people have been 
corrupted by the power. It requires a very careful balancing act to be used of God 
through signs and wonders and not be seduced by the power and the fame that often 
goes with it. Unscrupulous people have used the power to build their own ministry and 
their own presence and popularity. Moses was used by God to smite the rock once to 
bring forth water, but Moses ignored God’s instruction the second time to merely speak 
to the rock. Instead he made a side out of it and smote the rock the second time, 
drawing attention to himself. He wanted the show, the fanfare, the production. God 
punished him for getting in the way.  

II. Revival	in	Samaria	
The details of this revival are fascinating.  

A. First,	we	revisit	the	dynamic	of	Philip	ministering	to	traditional	Jewish	enemies.	
We are convinced Philip had a miraculous transformation in his heart to be willing to 
reach out to people he had despised his entire life. We also admire Peter and John 
following up on Philip’s revival without prejudice toward the Samaritans.  
Philip enters a town where one Simon the Sorcerer has established a significant 
following. People are steeped in sorcery, and seemingly content. How does one 
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penetrate that kind of culture? How do you break their loyalty and fascination with such 
darkness and bring them into the light?  

B. The	awesome	power	of	the	gospel	to	break	the	chains	of	darkness	
This narrative demonstrates the power of the gospel. Philip was just the messenger. 
God did the work through the good news. All we can do is sow and water. God gives the 
increase. But make no mistake about it – not all soil receives the seed and successfully 
produces.  

C. New	convert	follow-up	
14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they arrived, they prayed for the new believers there that they 
might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet come on any of them; they 
had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then Peter and John placed their 
hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 

Peter and John hear about the revival and pay a personal visit. They find a city formerly 
given over to sorcery now transformed and the people full of joy.  
Luke noted they were full of joy. It is reasonable to conclude there was no true joy when 
they were steeped in sorcery, at least not the kind of joy they found when they found 
Jesus. We know it to be true that all other forms of religion fall short of meeting the 
needs of humanity. Christianity is more than just another religion in a buffet of religions. 
Christianity is far superior to anything and everything else people have tried.  
Peter and John also bring the follow-message of the infilling of the Holy Spirit to these 
new converts. There is an interesting sequence of events that form the basis for our 
Pentecostal theology.  
First, we believe there is an infilling and empowering by the Holy Spirit subsequent to 
and distinct from the salvation experience.  
Second, we believe that experience was deemed important by the Apostles and they 
promoted it to the new believers, and it should be important to us.  
Third, there was some evidence manifested that proved two things. First, it proved the 
enduement with power by the Holy Spirit was real. Second, it proved God was truly 
ministering his saving grace to the Samaritans, lest any of other disciples should 
question the validity of this revival. After all, it would be a while before Peter would 
accept the fact that God wanted to reach out to the Gentiles as well. So, cultural 
boundaries were being demolished, starting with the Samaritans.  

III. 	A	Kingpin	Conversion	
At first, it is exciting that Simon joined in with the host of converts and “believed and was 
baptized.” The key man behind this sorcery got saved. “What a breakthrough!”   
But then Luke divulges a serious error by Simon.  
18 When Simon saw that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered 
them money 19 and said, “Give me also this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands 
may receive the Holy Spirit.” 
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20 Peter answered: “May your money perish with you, because you thought you could buy the 
gift of God with money! 21 You have no part or share in this ministry, because your heart is not 
right before God. 22 Repent of this wickedness and pray to the Lord in the hope that he may 
forgive you for having such a thought in your heart. 23 For I see that you are full of bitterness 
and captive to sin.” 
24 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me so that nothing you have said may happen to 
me.” 
He doesn’t say, “I also want to be filled with the Holy Spirit.” No, his eyes are on Peter 
and John. He doesn’t say, “I want what they received.” He says, “I want what Peter and 
John have – this unique ability to lay hands on people and empower them!” Peter gives 
Simon a scathing rebuke and tells him “…your heart is not right before God. You need 
to repent and ask God to forgive you lest you and your money all perish!” Surprisingly, 
Simon is humbled by the rebuke and meekly begs Peter to pray for him so none of 
those things happen to him. 
Typically, preachers and teachers draw the wrong lesson from Simon. I have done it 
myself.  
The following statement is the first summary I typed about the narrative on Simon. 
“The lesson of Simon is to teach us about shallow, conversions – the kind where there 
is some evidence of outward change, but the heart is not transformed. “ 
As soon as I typed it, I realized what a ridiculous statement that is. The fact is, the 
lesson of Simon to us is to reveal that everyone who is saved has baggage that needs 
to be worked out. The key to understanding that is the fact that Simon accepted Peter’s 
rebuke and begged for prayer. That indicated a work of God in his heart, a desire to do 
right when called out for making a bad decision. Peter was brutal, but Simon hung right 
in there.  
Salvation is the beginning of our transformation. The problem comes when people 
refuse to accept correction and choose to defend their ungodly behavior. 
The traditional lesson is, “Don’t be like Simon.” The real message is “We are like Simon, 
(coming to salvation with baggage) and we should react like Simon (humble ourselves 
and repent.)  


