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Acts 7:54-60 

54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at 
him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and saw the glory of God, and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see heaven open and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God.” 

57 At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at 
him, 58 dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their 
coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 

59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.”60 Then he fell 
on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he 
fell asleep. 

I. The	Vision	
After his eloquent and powerful sermon that indicted the Jews, Stephen immediately 
saw the portals of Heaven open revealing the presence of Jesus at the right hand of the 
Father.  
This vision has three powerful implications 

A. It	testifies	to	the	God/Man	nature	of	Jesus		
Just a few months prior to this, Jesus stood on trial. The high priest questioned him, 
“Are you the Christ, the son of the blessed one?”  
Jesus answered, “I am. And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the 
Mighty One and coming in the clouds of heaven.”  
Notice two things by comparison. First, this passage in Acts is the only time the title 
“Son of Man” is used of Jesus in the New Testament outside of the Gospels. The title 
“Son of Man” is used as an occasional alternative to the title “Son of God” to serve as 
ongoing reminders of the nature of Christ being 100% God and 100% man; fully God 
and fully man. Two natures fully resident in one person, both existing without 
compromising the distinction of the two. This is a state that does not exist outside of 
Jesus Christ. We even have a fancy name for it – Hypostatic union. Now, back to 
Stephen’s vision.  
Stephen looks up and sees the eternal Christ and describes him with a term that 
reaffirms his theanthropic (God/man) nature, because we should never let that divine 
truth be lost in our theology.  

B. It	confirms	the	essence	of	Stephen’s	message	
In his sermon Stephen had concluded that the temple was an inferior and inadequate 
means of accessing God. The presence of Jesus at the right hand of the Father testified 
to the fact that through his death, resurrection, and ascension Jesus had opened up an 
access to God never before enjoyed by humans. Access to God in Heaven through 
Jesus would eliminate the intermediate mechanism of an earthly temple dominated 
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exclusively by the Jews. Now the way is opened up for all people and the Jews can no 
longer claim to be the exclusive gate-keepers for access to God.  

C. It	reminds	us	we	have	an	Advocate	in	Heaven	
Stephen sees Jesus in an unusual situation. He is at the right hand of the father. Jesus 
told the high priest he would very soon ascend to Heaven and would forever after be 
found sitting at the right hand of the Father.  
One of the prized scriptures of early Christians was Psalm 110:1-2 
The Lord says to my Lord, ‘sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your 
feet.’  

So, we come to accept Christ’s place seated at the right hand of the Father as 
something fixed, permanent, dependable. If we could catch a glimpse of the throne 
room in Heaven, you can expect to see the Father with Jesus seated at His right hand.  
But something strange has happened. He is at the right hand of the Father, but he is not 
sitting. He stood up. Stephen delivered the truth to the hard-hearted Jews and the truth 
angered them. These smug people seized their own Messiah and demanded he be 
crucified for claiming to be their Messiah. Stephen was not about to let their blunder 
pass without notice. He laid the blame directly at their feet and challenged them to quit 
resisting the Holy Spirit who undoubtedly was working on them for the great crime they 
had committed. They were livid and just about to pop a cork when Stephen saw Heaven 
opened and caught a glimpse of the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Father.  
The fact that Stephen called him the Son of Man was like pouring gas on a fire for the 
Jews. They knew that Stephen was clearly implying that the one who came and walked 
among them was now ascended into Heaven occupying that privileged position at the 
right hand of the Father.  
But He was standing. As the council of earth was about to pronounce Stephen guilty of 
blasphemy, then execute him by stoning, Jesus was standing. That is the position of an 
advocate before the Father. The judge sits, but the advocate stands and pleads the 
case. The council of earth declared Stephen innocent and worthy of capital punishment, 
but Jesus stood and advocated for his innocence. He pled his case as a faithful and true 
witness. Declared guilty on earth but the great judge of all declares him innocent.  
You have to understand this. There are times when the courts of earth may indict and 
convict an innocent person. There are times when you are slandered and smeared in 
the court of public opinion. There are times when you know you are innocent and 
nobody will believe you. Know this! It is during those times when the Son of Man rises 
from his seated position and takes his place as your advocate in Heaven. When you are 
misjudged, mistreated, misjudged, Jesus is standing in your behalf and the Father will 
always judge in your favor when Jesus advocates for you! Next time you get fired, but 
you didn’t deserve it; You get blamed but you didn’t do it; You get mistreated, but you 
didn’t deserve it; you may not be able to change your earthly situation, but just 
remember Jesus will always stand in your behalf when you are wronged.   

II. The	Stoning	
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A. The	barbaric	practice	
We have a chilling account of the ancient and brutal practice of stoning. Today, stoning 
is still practiced in some parts of the Middle East. In modern stoning the punishment is 
commonly for the crime of adultery committed by women. Modern stoning victims are 
buried up to their chest in sand and the crowd is allowed to hurl stones until the victim is 
dead. In many cases the husband is allowed to throw the first stone, and the children 
are encouraged to throw stones at their own mother. The size of the stones are 
regulated to cause damage without immediately causing death. Therefore, the stoning 
to death will take many stones over the course of ten to twenty minutes. The technique 
is designed to bring a very slow and tormenting death to the victim.  
This ancient stoning of Stephen was much less refined. The accusation was blasphemy 
and the Jews spontaneously began to pelt Stephen with any size stone of their 
choosing. He was pelted from all sides leaving no place to escape. Under these 
unregulated circumstances it would not take more than a few minutes to completely 
beat the victim to death. Plus, keep in mind they were acting in the heat of rage and 
venting their rage by hurling the stones. The sight would be stomach-churning and 
completely repulsive to our Western civilization.  
The even deeper tragedy is the fact of Stephen’s complete innocence. He is stoned for 
the crime of blasphemy because he preached Jesus Christ, crucified, resurrected, 
ascended to Heaven and becoming the access to God for all humankind. He preached 
truth, but was executed as a blasphemer.  

B. Christians	should	be	fully	prepared	for	persecution	
This story should shake us to the core. A grave injustice was executed against Jesus. 
He was executed on false charges. Another grave injustice was executed against 
Stephen, the first Christian martyr. He was executed on false charges.  
Jesus warned his disciples that if the world mistreated Him, the disciples should not be 
surprised if the world treated his followers in exactly the same way. When Jesus issued 
that warning, he was establishing the fact that everyone who chooses to follow Him 
should be fully aware of the price they might have to pay. I think we have almost lost 
that concept of discipleship in our 21st century American version of Christianity. Our 
generations of insulation from Christian martyrdom in the United States of America 
make it difficult for us to imagine the horrible shockwaves that must have hit the young 
church there in Jerusalem as news spread of the beginning of the persecution against 
the believers. They young faith would be put to the ultimate test. Would it be worth it to 
be part of this new movement? Was it worth risking one’s life just to confess Jesus 
Christ is the Son of God against the demands of the powerful Jewish leadership? The 
Jewish leaders were not content to allow someone to have their own belief system and 
just let them be. They may have tolerated pagans, but they were not about to tolerate a 
religion that called Jesus Christ the one and only Son of God. They were insane with 
hatred against this new Christian community and were driven to pro-actively eradicate 
these alleged blasphemers from their society.  
Make no mistake, the early Christians very quickly came to understand they would risk 
paying the ultimate price for their confession of Jesus.  
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Most of us have suffered very little, if anything, for our profession of faith in Jesus. We 
have not historically lived in a nation where we were persecuted for our faith. But the 
storm is coming. You who are here today. You who have small children, or you 
grandparents who have young grandchildren – listen to me. Those children may very 
well face persecution for their Christian faith in their lifetime. You have a serious choice 
to make. You can either let them join the world and escape persecution for lack of any 
faith in Jesus Christ, or you can prepare them for what it will take to take a stand for 
Jesus and not back down. The days of teaching your kids fun Bible stories about Jonah 
and the whale and Noah and the Ark and baby Jesus in the manger are not good 
enough to prepare them for what they are going to face. If you don’t prepare them to be 
strong enough to stand against persecution, who do you think will do that? The school 
you send them to? The sports program you have them enrolled in?  

C. A	genuine	Christian	attitude	
In his dying moments, Stephen prayed that God would not hold this sin against his 
killers.  
That is a stunning prayer, totally devoid of bitterness or any spirit of revenge. Of course, 
it tracks faithfully along the same lines as Jesus’ final prayer, “Father forgive them, for 
they know not what they do.” 
God is not going to suspend justice just because someone prayed for the wrong-doers 
to be forgiven. God will still mete out perfect justice. But Stephen’s prayer demonstrates 
that he is willing to let God be the judge. His prayer is far better than using his dying 
words to beg God to kill his enemies so he could be avenged.  
It is a prayer that bears witness to the onlookers that Stephen did not preach his sermon 
out of hate, but out of deep concern for the spiritual status of his audience. They may 
have become angry at the stinging truth of his words, but with his dying breath he 
demonstrated his highest concern was for them to find forgiveness and be reconciled to 
God. His prayer was essentially a prayer for their salvation.  
It is not uncommon for people to be transparent in their dying moments. I have sat by 
the bedside of dying people and been stunned by the things they are willing to tell me. 
When we are dying, we no longer have any reason to put on some false front to protect 
our image. They say the testimony of a dying person carries a great deal of weight in a 
court of law.  
Stephen’s heart and true motives were on display when with his dying breath he prayed, 
“Lord, don’t hold this against them.”  
And the young church laid to rest their first martyr, but not their last. The church has 
been advanced through the centuries with the blood of countless martyrs, but perhaps 
the largest persecution of believers is yet to come, if what we read in Revelation is any 
clue. The great Harlot, Mystery Babylon, is pictured as drunk on the blood of the saints.  
If there is one thought I could leave you with right now, it would be this: if you are not 
prepared to give your very life to preserve your testimony, you are in this for all the 
wrong reasons. When Jesus called us to follow Him, it involved taking up a cross. The 
cross is the unmistakable symbol of persecution and death. Are you willing to take up 
your cross and follow Him?  


