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Acts 7 
Stephen, the newly elected deacon, is arrested for preaching Jesus. His defense 
before the Sanhedrin is a masterpiece for all to study.  

I. 	Five	Facts	About	Stephen	
A. Full	of	faith	
B. Full	of	the	Holy	Spirit	

These first two reiterate the qualifications for the seven who were appointed to 
distribute the food. Stephen is the first man mentioned in the list of seven. The 
first two, Stephen and Philip, have significant and powerful stories that develop in 
Acts after their appointment.  
This informs us that the men who were chosen to manage the distribution of food 
were spiritually prepared to do much more than just distribute food. Stephen 
became the first martyr and Philip became the first missionary/evangelist. Note: 
Philip the Deacon/Evangelist was not the same Philip that was an apostle.  
Being full of the Holy Spirit enhanced Philip’s preaching/teaching/debating skills, 
but also enabled Philip to minister in supernatural gifts.  

C. Full	of	God’s	grace	
This is a bonus glimpse into the character of Stephen. This descriptor implies 
that Stephen was a gracious person, a spiritually charming person. At the same 
time, we know from speech he gave he could speak with unapologetic boldness 
in delivering hard-hitting truth. 

D. Offended	the	members	of	the	Synagogue	of	the	Freedmen	
The members of this synagogue came from the cities of Cyrene and Alexandria, 
and the provinces of Cilicia and Asia. Interestingly, one of the major cities in 
Cilicia was Tarsus. One is left to wonder if it was possible that Saul (famously of 
Tarsus) might have worshipped in this synagogue. We don’t know, but at the 
very minimum, we know Saul was present at the stoning of Stephen and 
approving of his barbaric execution.  

E. The	power	of	his	preaching	stymied	the	opposition	

1. Seek	God’s	wisdom	
His opponents “could not stand up against his wisdom or the Spirit by whom he 
spoke.”  
The anointing makes that kind of difference. That is why we need anointed 
preaching, anointed teachers, anointed witnesses. What you cannot do on your 
own becomes not only possible, but most effective when anointed and 
empowered by the Holy Spirit.  
This kind of wisdom comes from God. If any man or woman lacks wisdom, ask of 
God. The biggest problem I see here is getting people to see and admit they lack 
wisdom. A fool thinks himself wise. But if you are embarrassed by your track 
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record of making bad choices; If you are sick and tired of acting and looking like 
a fool; If you are ready to turn your messed up life around and get back on track 
then it is time to admit worldly wisdom doesn’t get it. If you want wisdom that will 
guide you through life, wisdom that you can depend on, wisdom that will not 
embarrass you, ask God to give you wisdom. He gives it freely to all who ask and 
will not rebuke you for asking. God stands ready to dispense wisdom. What kind 
of fool would not take advantage of that offer?  
And that means daily seeking God’s wisdom for the many choices in life we have 
to make.  

2. Learn	to	properly	use	scripture	
Don’t misuse scripture. Don’t twist or misapply scripture to advance your own 
agenda.  
When your position is bolstered by scripture, you are on solid ground. Learn to 
skillfully incorporate the strength and authority of scripture into your presentation. 
Your case will be powerful and effective. But if you are sloppy in handling 
scripture, you will look like a fool. Stephen used scripture in a masterful way to 
merely point out the historical precedents upon which he would make his case 
against the Jewish leaders.  

II. Stephen’s	Defense	
This is the longest speech in the book of Acts. It is interesting that Luke chose to 
devote so much time to it, but there is a legitimate reason. Some have suggested 
that this sermon serves as a hinge-point in Acts where the Judaistic part of Acts 
is distinctly separated from the Christian part of Acts. The sermon by Stephen 
powerfully and clearly declares that this new spiritual movement that is afoot in 
Jerusalem and spreading out to other regions is starkly different from the old 
Judaism. This is not Judaism 2.0. This is not Judaism on steroids. This is not the 
new and improved Judaism. This is a new thing. This is where the temple is 
marked as a thing of the past and the church is the replacement.  
At first glance, Stephen’s sermons seems to be aimless rambling, reminding his 
Jewish audience of epic moments in their esteemed history. Then suddenly, 
Stephen sticks the dagger in, accusing them, like their ancestors, of rejecting the 
prophets God sent to them, which ultimately led to rejecting Jesus.  
However, we can break down the sermon into three segments that show us what 
points Stephen was making by his OT references. One commentator outlines it 
this way: 

A. The	activity	of	God	is	not	limited	geographically	to	Israel.		
Stephen gives the examples of God speaking to Abraham, a heathen from 
Mesopotamia. He blessed Joseph in Egypt. He spoke to Moses in Sinai. He 
performed wonders and miracles in Egypt in behalf of the Hebrew people.  

B. Worship	of	God	is	not	restricted	to	the	Jewish	temple	
Again, Stephen cites the following examples to prove his point.  
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Moses stood in the powerful presence of God on the backside of the desert in 
Midian. He again experienced the overwhelming presence of God on Mt Sinai. 
The tabernacle was a mobile structure that was relocated many times in the 
wilderness, but God was always present no matter where it was.  
Stephen even brings out the fact that the Jews’ own scripture declares that  
“God does not dwell in houses made by human hands” (Acts 7:48) 

By this statement, Stephen devalues the efforts of Solomon to build this grand 
temple for God. This would have been particularly goading to the Jews, who took 
great pride in having a beautiful temple as the centerpiece of their worship.  

C. Jews	have	a	sad	history	of	rejecting	God’s	representatives.		
Joseph was rejected by his brothers. 7:9 
Moses was rejected by his own people he came to rescue them from Egypt.  
(7:26-29) 
Moses was rejected as a leader and as God’s representative when in his 
absence the people quickly fashioned a golden calf and worshipped it.  
Then Stephen gives this summary statement concerning their history of rejecting 
God’s message and messengers.  
51 “You stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just 
like your ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your 
ancestors did not persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the 
Righteous One. And now you have betrayed and murdered him— 53 you who have 
received the law that was given through angels but have not obeyed it.” 
Stephen’s summary statement brings the burden of guilt upon the Jews. After 
skillfully using Jewish history and scriptures to prove the Jews have no exclusive 
rights to worshipping God or to experiencing his power and presence, and after 
demonstrating they had a history full of rejecting God’s messengers and 
message, then Stephen clearly accuses them of following the example of their 
forefathers and rejecting Jesus.  

III. The	Message	To	Us	
A. The	activity	of	God	does	not	have	geographical	restrictions	

One of the most powerful lessons this can teach us is also one of the hardest for 
us to receive. Within the broad scope of Christianity, there is an ongoing 
tendency for Christians to make their pilgrimage to some location where they 
believe God can be found in a more powerful way. If there is a weeping statue 
somewhere in Europe or Mexico, thousands will flock to it in hopes of receiving a 
special touch from God.  
We talked recently about the Bible that leaks oil and the people who are taking it 
on tour across the United States. Thousands flock to see the mysterious Bible in 
hopes of having a spiritual encounter with God.  
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If someone hears about a red hot revival happening somewhere in the United 
States, thousands flock to the revival in hopes of experiencing God in a new and 
special way. If a healing evangelist is appearing at the civic center, thousands 
flock there in hopes of experiencing the power of God.  
God is not limited in his presence and is not restricted by geography. In flocking 
to these attractions people are unwittingly seeking an emotional experience, but 
God is not more present there than he is right here. Stephen made the point 
powerfully and scripturally, but it seems we find it difficult to accept it.  

B. Worship	of	God	is	not	restricted	to	the	Jewish	Temple	
While Christians do not have a temple like the Jews, we have corresponding 
temples of our own making – places we consider more sacred because we 
believe God dwells there. Stephen said God does not dwell in houses made with 
human hands. The like the point before, we must remember God is everywhere. 
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof. If we are hesitant to act ugly in 
church, but don’t mind acting ugly at home or at work, then we fail to understand 
the omnipresence of God. He is everywhere and we should act in respect to Him 
no matter where we are. False piety in church alone is false piety.  

C. Rejecting	God’s	message	and	God’s	messengers	
The core of the Stephen’s message was this – what have you done with Jesus?  
That is the most important point of preaching – to bring to everyone’s attention 
the question, “What have you done with Jesus”? It is a question that demands an 
answer. When we stand before God, this will be the main issue: “What did you do 
with my Son?”  
Jesus came to give his life for the salvation of all. Those who reject Him will be 
rejected by God. Jesus requires total devotion from his disciples. If we do not 
follow Christ, we will be held accountable for that. Every invitation is about more 
than just taking a spiritual bath to be cleansed of our sins. It is about following 
Jesus. Jesus said,  
Not one of you can be my disciple if he does not renounce all his own possessions. Luke 
14:33 
It is called surrender. Jesus calls. We have a choice to make. Following Him is 
more than acknowledging who He is. Following Him is surrendering to Him and 
coming under His lordship.  
What have you done with Jesus?  
 
 
 
  


