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12 The apostles performed many signs and wonders among the people. And all the believers 
used to meet together in Solomon’s Colonnade. 13 No one else dared join them, even though 
they were highly regarded by the people. 14 Nevertheless, more and more men and women 
believed in the Lord and were added to their number. 15 As a result, people brought the sick 
into the streets and laid them on beds and mats so that at least Peter’s shadow might fall on 
some of them as he passed by. 16 Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, 
bringing their sick and those tormented by impure spirits, and all of them were healed.  (Acts 5) 

Immediately after the account of the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira, Luke 
emphasizes the fact that the apostles continued to perform many signs and wonders in 
their ministry. The death of Ananias and Sapphira could have had a chilling effect on 
the growth of the young church. The incident most certainly sent shock waves through 
the church causing great fear. But the fact that God continued to work signs and 
wonders through the apostles is a confirming sign from God that they are on track. 
God was pleased Peter confronted the corruption brought by Ananias and Sapphira.  
For a brief moment, let’s take a look at the continuing ministry of the apostles.  
First, it appears the apostles had to continue their work alone, having been abandoned 
by the Christian community.  
“No one else dared join them, even though they were highly regarded by the people.” 
That is one of the perils of leading. You won’t always have the support of others. 
Admittedly, leaders are not perfect and there are times they lead astray. But this 
example clearly shows us that even though Apostles were confirmed and approved by 
God and they were duty-bound to continue their ministry, the Christian community 
abandoned them out of fear. God not only confirmed their ministry through signs and 
wonders, but the Apostles continued to see new converts.  
Second, we see something develop here that resembles somewhat of an ancient 
healing campaign. Just like we have seen in modern times, word got around about 
these miraculous healings and sick and infirm people began to gather in hopes of 
receiving a miracle. Luke takes particular notice of something that developed. Many in 
need of a healing touch were laid in the streets on mats in hopes of Peter passing by 
and his shadow falling on them.  
This is a passage of scripture that we need to be careful with. Notice, it does not say 
anyone was healed by Peter’s shadow. It merely reveals the mentality and desperation 
of those who needed and wanted healing.  

I. The	Adversary	at	Work	
We have literally witnessed the birth and early development of the church, and one of 
the prominent themes that runs through Acts is the struggles of the church to survive 
every obstacle that comes against it. The church was born into controversy as the 
founding group endured mockery when they were being filled with the Spirit and 
prepared for their mission. Soon after, Peter and John are arrested for healing a 
crippled man and threatened by the authorities to cease and desist. 
Next, satan attacks the integrity of the church through Ananias and Sapphira. 
Corruption is introduced through a couple doing a good deed with the wrong spirit. 
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Then there is the potential for scandal as this couple drops dead and must be carried 
out.  
The scene moves rapidly to the second arrest of Peter and John for stubbornly 
preaching the gospel against the orders of the authorities. It is quite apparent that the 
church was born into controversy and started enduring fierce opposition from the very 
beginning. But the significant truth we have to understand is this: the church was built 
for battle. God purposely designed it that way. It operates most effectively and most 
efficiently when it faces struggles and trials and persecution and opposition. The 
church is not a war machine in the sense that the Kingdom of God is advanced 
through coercion and conquest and military might. The church is not designed to 
create battles. It is designed to soundly endure battles in the course of its mission.  
The early church grew during relentless opposition. It grew in the midst of persecution 
for the first three centuries. The persecutions under emperors such as Nero and 
Diocletian are well known, as Christians were oppressed, denied human rights, 
imprisoned, tortured, fed to wild beasts, burned alive, and forced to recant or be 
executed.  In 311, Roman Emperor Constantine signed the edict ending the years of 
Roman persecution. Up until that time, the church grew in the soil wetted by the blood 
of the martyrs. But after Constantine granted legal status to the church, the church 
began a slow and tragic decent from being a vibrant, thriving, growing entity into one 
that degenerated into a fat, lazy, corrupt church that ushered in what is now known as 
the dark ages, appropriately named for the centuries during which the light of truth was 
snuffed out.  
The American church has not faced hard adversity to exist nor to carry out its mission. 
We have been favored and historically, for the most part, pampered.  
Today, the American church is in trouble. Church attendance is in a decline. 
Christianity is declining in America. We have had it too soft for too long and the fat, 
lazy church has ceased to be a force to be reckoned with in this nation. The coming 
persecution against the church is nothing we look forward to, but it is vital to reigniting 
the church and restoring it back to what God called it to be – a light in darkness.  
The fact is, the church dies in ease and prosperity, but thrives in persecution.  
It is a good thing the early church had to endure persecution.  

A. The	struggles	of	the	church	keep	it	on	course.	
B. The	church	is	most	effective	when	fighting	for	its	existence.	
C. The	church	is	purified	by	the	struggles	it	endures.		

II. Repeat	Offenders	
Acts is full of fascinating stories and compelling accounts of the early church and the 
apostles. Here is one such example.  
Peter and John are arrested a second time for defying the cease and desist orders. It 
is particularly noteworthy that they did not minister in secret, but right out in the open, 
in the temple area, right under the noses of the authorities who threatened them. The 
high priest and his associates, all Sadducees had the apostles arrested and thrown in 
jail to await trial the following day.  
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In jail, in the middle of the night, an angel appears to Peter and John and instructs 
them to go “stand in the temple courts and tell people about this new life”. The details 
of their escape are not given, but it simply says,  
“At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the 
people.” 
When the council of the Sanhedrin convened the following day, they called for the 
apostles to be brought before them, but the officers brought back a report that they 
found the jail securely locked and the guards on duty, but no apostles. God had 
miraculously made a way for them to escape prison without opening the doors or 
alerting the guards.  

A. First,	consider	the	angel’s	command.		
They were ordered to go back to the temple courts and continue preaching. There is a 
logistical component to that. They would be preaching the truth about Jesus right in 
the epicenter of Judaism – at the temple. God was orchestrating all of this. Peter and 
John were mere puppets in his hands. God was purposely defying the Jewish 
authorities by placing his servants, who had been barred from preaching at all, 
anywhere, anytime, right in the heart of Judaism. Man’s plan could have been to go 
somewhere out of the direct sight of the authorities and continue to preach. Man’s plan 
would possibly have been to take the church underground so as to carry on its mission 
without being arrested and stopped by the authorities. God’s plan was to go right back 
to the temple area, right out in the open, and preach the truth. God’s plan was to 
confront the opposition armed only with the truth. The truth could not be squelched. 
The truth could not be driven underground. The light of the truth could not be hid under 
a bushel. It had to be planted in the midst of the darkness to give light to all. What 
good is light if it doesn’t pierce the darkness?  

B. Second,	appreciate	God’s	resourcefulness.	
There are other ways God could have brought Peter and John out of prison. He could 
have blasted the prison door open with an earthquake. But the way God chose to do 
this completely baffled the Jews. They were left looking like complete fools.  
If this speaks anything to us at all, it should speak of God’s complete authority and 
control over any and every situation. It should speak to us of the folly of man to even 
think about trying to stop God or his mission.  
“If God be for us, who can be against us?” Isn’t that still true today?  

C. Peter	and	John	discovered	at	the	temple	
This time the officers don’t go arrest Peter and John, they ask nicely. They are afraid 
of the people and they are not sure exactly who they are dealing with and what they 
are capable of doing. Peter and John go willingly before the Sanhedrin.  
The high priest, infuriated by all that had happened launched into an angry tirade 
against the apostles.  
“We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem 
with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.” Verse 28 
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It becomes apparent that part of what angered the Jews was not only the apostles’ 
civil disobedience, but also the content of their preaching. They continued to a clearly 
and decisively accuse the Jewish leaders of having put Jesus to death on the cross. 
This was not a point to be conveniently swept under the rug. They had crucified their 
own Messiah and Peter was not about to let them get away with that. They were 
wrong and they needed to repent.  
How can we expect anyone to repent if they refuse to acknowledge the wrong they 
have done?  They were wrong and they needed to repent.  

III. Joy	in	Hardship	
They called the apostles in and had them flogged.Then they ordered them not to 
speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 
41 The apostles left the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted worthy of suffering 
disgrace for the Name. 42 Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they 
never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. 

The high priest wanted desperately to sentence the apostles to death, but Gamaliel 
argued against it with questionable logic. Regardless, the agreed that it would lose the 
support of the people if they executed the apostles, so they agreed to have them 
flogged and released. Peter and John, fresh from the flogger’s whip, their backs split 
and bleeding from the flogging, came out of the trial rejoicing to have been counted 
worthy to suffer for Jesus. What an attitude! 
I read a quote from a minister the other day that deeply disturbs me. Here is the quote:  
"God hasn't sentenced you to the ministry as something to endure; He's called you to it 
as something to enjoy." 

There is nothing Biblical about this statement at all. Understand first of all, that “joy” 
and “enjoy” are not the same.  
“Enjoy” is an experiential derivative. We “enjoy” happy things, nice things, beautiful 
things, fun things.  
But Biblical joy is a state of mind, a disciplined attitude. We choose to count it joy when 
we suffer, but we do not enjoy suffering. James, the brother of Jesus told us to count it 
all joy when we suffer trials. Jesus taught his disciples to count it a blessing when men 
shall revile you and persecute you and say all manner of evil against you falsely for my 
name’s sake. Jesus warned his disciples they would be hated and rejected. He told 
them, “I am sending you out as sheep among wolves.” Jesus never once told his 
disciples, “I have a mission for you and, guys, you are going to really enjoy this.” 
But we can count it all joy to suffer for God. We might not enjoy the hardships, but 
count it a privilege to serve God whatever the cost.  
The problem is, we have a fluffy gospel being preached today leading people to 
believe following Jesus will bring you more prosperity and happiness than you can 
imagine. That materialistic message sells really well. But it is not a Biblical message.  
If the American church needs a wave of persecution to rescue it from obsolescence 
and irrelevance, so be it. We need to be ready.  


