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32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions 
was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles continued 
to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in 
them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who 
owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the apostles’ 
feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. (Acts 2) 
This is a very interesting and candid glimpse into the early church community. The 
selflessness of these people is remarkable. However, we do have to be careful how we 
treat this passage. I can see the potential for two mistakes we might make in attempting 
to interpret and apply this passage.  
One error is we might acknowledge what these people did, but fail to see how anything 
could possibly apply to us.  
The second error is at the opposite end of the spectrum from point number one. It would 
be reckless and irresponsible for any church to cite this passage as a scriptural 
mandate for everyone to sign their houses and land over to the church for asset 
redistribution. This is another of those passages where we should ask, “Is this intended 
to be merely descriptive, or prescriptive?” 
I believe there are some valuable lessons we can learn from this without being in 
danger of falling into careless and radical behavior.  

I. Is	Your	Wallet	Saved?	
Salvation should have an impact on our entire being. Coming into a saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ should have an impact on how we think, how we act. Taking Christ as 
our Savior means our values, our morals, our philosophies should all take come into 
compliance with what pleases God.  
Bitterness should be replaced by love and compassion and forgiveness.  
Self-centeredness and should be replaced by outward reaching concern for others.  
Paralyzing negativity should be replaced by hope and confidence. 
Fear should be replaced by courage and boldness.  
Worldly wisdom should be replaced by Godly wisdom.  
The values instilled in us by this world should be upgraded to values instilled in us by 
the Holy Spirit.  
Selfishness should be replaced by generosity. 
These characteristics don’t all happen in an instant. Sometimes we have to do some 
growing in Christ before we act like Christ.  
Luke thought it noteworthy to point out the remarkable generosity of the new Christian 
community.  
At bare minimum, we should recognize generosity and selflessness as fundamental 
characteristics of sincere Christians.  
Occasionally, new Christians struggle with the concept of giving generously into the 
work of God’s kingdom. After all, they have undoubtedly historically budgeted their 
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money by earthly and carnal standards. They work to pay their bills, and then spend 
whatever they have left over on whatever pleases them. Then, Christianity comes into 
the picture, they are suddenly confronted with the suggestion that Christians should give 
generously into the Kingdom work, and that man or woman who comes from a non-
Christian background says, “There goes my fun money”!  
Interestingly, these people in this passage in Acts did not struggle with the idea of 
generosity. Their wallet, their purse, their bank account, their personal assets (to use a 
few metaphors) all got saved. They were ready and eager to share.  

II. God	Wants	You	More	Than	Your	Things	
This might seem like a strange twist on the theme of this passage. These people 
brought their most valuable assets and signed them over to help finance the immediate 
needs of the new Christian community.  
At a church in Buenos Aires, the pastor began preaching on discipleship and the 
message so impacted his congregation that they began to the titles to their homes to 
give to the church. After six months of praying about this, the church felt it appropriate to 
give all the property back to the donors with this message: “The Lord doesn’t want your 
empty houses. He wants your house with you inside of it taking care of it. He wants 
everything ready for Him. He wants your car with you as the driver. But remember, it all 
still belongs to Him.” 
This is an important point to bring balance to this passage. When you get saved, what 
are you supposed to give to God? The simple answer is, “Everything.” But giving 
everything doesn’t mean signing everything over to the church. Giving everything 
means God and his kingdom comes first in your life. All that you have is at his disposal 
if he needs it.  
For these people in Buenos Aires, it changed their attitude about what they previously 
considered “their” possessions. They were more willing to open their home to others. 
They were readily willing to use their car and their possessions for the work of the 
kingdom.  
I learned this principle from my parents. They were always willing to use what they had 
for the God’s work. Their house was open to serve the needs of the church. Their 
vehicles and equipment were always made available for use in the kingdom work. They 
were always eager to contribute to the fundraisers at the church.  
It’s not my house. It is God’s house. He lets me occupy it and take care of it.  
It’s not my car. It’s not my car. It’s God’s car. He lets me drive it. If He needs me to use 
it for the work of the kingdom, I have to do that.  
It’s not my money. It is God’s money. If he needs some of it for the work of the kingdom, 
He is welcome to it.  
They are not my tools. If I wear them out for the work of the kingdom, that is ok. God 
can replace it all. I saw this in action in the life of my father and mother. When we get 
tight-fisted with the things God has blessed us with, don’t be surprised when it is taken 
away. God is looking for trustworthy people to be good stewards of His things.  

III. The	Right	Way	and	The	Wrong	Way	
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36 Joseph, a Levite from Cyprus, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which means “son of 
encouragement”), 37 sold a field he owned and brought the money and put it at the apostles’ feet.   

Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2 With 
his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and 
put it at the apostles’ feet. 
3 Then Peter said, “Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the 
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land? 4 Didn’t it 
belong to you before it was sold? And after it was sold, wasn’t the money at your disposal? What 
made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human beings but to God.” 
5 When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear seized all who heard what had 
happened. 6 Then some young men came forward, wrapped up his body, and carried him out and 
buried him. 
7 About three hours later his wife came in, not knowing what had happened.8 Peter asked her, 
“Tell me, is this the price you and Ananias got for the land?” 

“Yes,” she said, “that is the price.” 
9 Peter said to her, “How could you conspire to test the Spirit of the Lord? Listen! The feet of the 
men who buried your husband are at the door, and they will carry you out also.” 
10 At that moment she fell down at his feet and died. Then the young men came in and, finding 
her dead, carried her out and buried her beside her husband. 11 Great fear seized the whole church 
and all who heard about these events. (Acts 4:36 -5:11) 

Here are two contrasting accounts of donors to serve as examples of the remarkable 
wave of generosity that was sweeping through the early church. The first is a brief 
reference to a Levite named Joseph, also known as Barnabas – the same Barnabas 
who would later become Paul’s first traveling companion. There is nothing particularly 
noteworthy about his gift other than it was a very valuable and generous gift.  
Second, we have a husband and wife who also donate the proceeds from the sale of 
their property. This story turns tragic. The two accounts serve as powerful examples of 
the “right way” contrasted against the “wrong way”.  
Ananias and Sapphira sell some property and donate most of the proceeds to the 
church. When they bring the money to the church, Peter rebukes them and they both 
die on the spot. We really need some explanation.  
On the surface, it is difficult to see exactly what Ananias and Sapphira did to deserve 
such severe punishment. We are tempted to make the argument, “Wasn’t this their 
property to do with whatever they wanted?” It seems that even Peter made that same 
argument. Then why the judgment?  
Luke uses the word “embezzled” (translated “kept back”) to describe the nature of their 
actions. The only other NT passage where this word is used is Titus 2:10 where slaves 
are urged not to “steal” from their masters and work to gain their trust.  
The implication is unmistakable. In some fashion, Ananias and Sapphira either 
misrepresented what they were doing, or were not doing what they had promised they 
would do. Peter even acknowledged they had a right to do what they wanted with their 
property. However, if they struck a deal with God and didn’t fulfill their end of the 
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bargain, they lied to God. “Lord, if you help us sell this land, we will give the proceeds to 
you.” Then, imagine if you will, they get a better price than they thought possible, then 
get greedy and keep part of it for themselves.  
Or, it is possible they had misrepresented the details of the gift before Peter. It could 
have been as simple as saying, “We sold some land and here is the money” instead of 
saying, “we sold some land and are able to make a substantial gift to the church.” In 
either scenario, the are not being honest about their donation.  

Here	are	some	take-aways	from	these	accounts	
A. Good	stewardship	requires	generosity	

William Willimon has observed that a surprisingly large amount of the Book of Acts 
deals with economic issues within the Christian Community. The common theme 
throughout the book is generosity. The Kingdom of God runs on the generosity of 
people.  

B. Good	stewardship	requires	honesty	
You don’t have to sell your car or truck or boat or motorcycle and give the money to the 
church. But if you say you are going to and you don’t, you are lying to God.  

C. Good	stewardship	requires	humility	
The context suggests that Ananias and Sapphira were inspired by Barnabas and his gift 
to the church and they wanted some of that recognition. Barnabas came with the right 
spirit, but Ananias and Sapphira did not.  

D. Church	discipline	is	vital	to	the	ongoing	health	of	the	church.	
Peter was not responsible for the deaths of Ananias and Sapphira. He was responsible 
for not allowing lying and deception to operate in the church. Peter was in a position that 
many pastors have found themselves in. If he confronts the rich donors, he risks losing 
the donation and offending the donors. If he insults the donors, he risks losing other 
people who will take sides. If he does nothing, he allows satan to sow corruption into the 
church. (“How is it that satan has filled your heart…”?) Make no mistake about it. This 
was orchestrated by satan. He was attempting to sow seeds of corruption into the 
young church, but Peter would not stand for it. Are we strong enough to take that kind of 
stand today? Does the congregation have the stomach for church discipline?  
God hasn’t killed all the liars in church since Ananias and Sapphira. That was a one-
time thing. But the recorded incident served as a very strong message of how God feels 
about corruption in the church.  
11 Great fear seized the whole church and all who heard about these events.  (verse 11) 

This has a very sobering effect on the church. Let’s be very clear about his. God does 
not take corruption in His church lightly. He may not strike all offenders dead in their 
tracks, but He will have the final word. We should tread carefully and be good stewards 
of all He has entrusted to us.  
 
 


