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23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that 
the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised 
their voices together in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the 
heavens and the earth and the sea, and everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy 
Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David: 

‘Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of the earth rise up 
 and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his anointed one.’ 

27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of 
Israel in this city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you 
anointed. 28 They did what your power and will had decided beforehand should 
happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your 
word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and perform signs and 
wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 

31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

The early church already had met resistance to their existence and work. The 
healing of the lame man drew the attention of the Jewish leaders who first 
scolded Peter and John, then gave them stern warning not to preach any more in 
the name of Jesus. Of course, there is no message to preach if it is to be a 
Christless message.  
And that rule is still valid today. There is no message in behalf of God’s kingdom 
worth preaching or worth listening to if it is a Christless message.  
After Peter and John had been brought before the powerful and intimidating 
Sanhedrin, they were released under the warnings to never again preach or 
teach about Jesus. Their fellow believers were relieved to see Peter and John 
return to them and heard all the details that happened in the trial. Then they 
raised their voices together and prayed, and the specifics prayer is recorded. 
This makes it sound like all the people prayed this prayer in unison, which makes 
us wonder how they could have done that spontaneously. The fact is, they all 
raised their voices and prayed, but Luke recorded the prayer of one individual, 
perhaps the one who concluded their time in prayer after the corporate prayer 
died down. This is a little bit like the traditional way people have prayed in 
Pentecostal churches. Everyone prays out loud and at the same time. 
Pentecostals are used to it, but it confuses and annoys others. They think it 
sounds very chaotic. Before we completely dismiss this Pentecost tradition, we 
should at least consider that the first generation Pentecostals evidently did 
exactly the same thing. They all raised their voices together. 
This prayer meeting after Peter and John’s release speaks very clearly to us 
about the benefit of having the support of our brothers and sisters when we go 
through our trials. Peter and John should probably be considered members of the 
spiritual leadership. They were apostles. They walked with Jesus and were under 
his mentorship for three years. These two were the spiritual giants among the 
people. But look what they did. They joined themselves to a group of unnamed 



Prayer in the Time of Trouble 

 2 

believers and bound together with them in prayer. There was no spiritual elitism 
here. They needed one another.  
If Peter and John needed that support group, you certainly need a spiritual 
support group.  You need to know this church family is here to help support you 
in prayer. If you bring your needs with you and take them back home with you 
and you never ask others to join with you in prayer for the challenges you are 
facing in your life, you are living like you need no fellowship, no community, no 
support. You are inferring that you don’t need anyone else. You can handle it. 
You are depriving yourself of the power and benefit of having fellow believers 
help you carry your burden. That is what being part of the body of Christ is all 
about.  

I. The	Sovereignty	of	God	
The prayer begins with a powerful tribute to God: “O Sovereign Lord”. This was a 
unique opening to a prayer. First, the phrase “Sovereign Lord” is translated from 
a single word that is not commonly used to refer to God. The word despotes (des 
-PO-tais was commonly used to refer to the relationship of a master to his slave. 
In a general sense, it meant one who had absolute power and authority, above 
whom there is no other. The Greeks used the term to refer to Caesar. The 
Greeks used it to refer to their mythical gods. The Christians borrowed that word 
to describe their God, thought not as commonly as the word kurios (Lord). The 
Christians may have objected to humans such as Caesar being referred to at the 
highest ultimate authority and decided to give that tribute to God, as almost a 
rebuttal to those who called Caesar lord. 

A. The	Sovereignty	of	God	is	humbling		
All that had happened to these Christians, all that they had witnessed since the 
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ including the mighty outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit and the massive revival that hit Jerusalem made a tremendous 
impact, so much so that they opened their prayer by first and foremost by 
affirming God’s sovereignty. They stand amazed at all He has done and all He is 
doing.  
Have you ever felt like that? Have you ever been so amazed at what you saw 
God do that all you can do is just melt before Him and confess, “Oh, dear God! 
You are so great! So mighty! So powerful! So amazing! So wonderful!”  
When we keep the Sovereignty of God at the forefront of our thoughts, we 
govern our life more carefully. We avoid arrogance and walk in humility. When 
we capture a glimpse of the power and majesty of God, it is life changing. Moses 
left Mount Sinai a changed man. Jacob left his wrestling match with God a 
changed man. Isaiah caught a glimpse of God in all his holy majesty and he 
declared himself to be a filthy, unworthy man. The Psalmist studied the night sky 
and was overcome by the thought of such a magnificent, powerful Creator.  
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, 
which you have set in place, 4 what is mankind that you are mindful of them, 
human beings that you care for them? (Psalm 8:3-4) 
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B. The	Sovereignty	of	God	is	reassuring	
If you truly believe God is sovereign, almighty, Omnipotent, ruling over all 
throughout eternity, you have to be comforted He is reliable. He has more than a 
little experience. He is fully qualified to superintend our activities and watch over 
us. After all, anyone who has survived that long surely understands how to 
handle any calamity we man encounter.  
If you truly believe God is Sovereign, and you put your full trust in Him, then you 
need not worry and fret. If you worry and fret, it is only because you choose to 
and not because it is necessary, nor because it helps your cause.  

II. Prayer	infused	with	scripture	
I am not suggesting we can reduce prayer down to some formula that makes it 
more effective. While Jesus gave us an example of how to pray, we can take a 
lesson from this prayer that they didn’t necessarily follow the template of the  
Lord’s Prayer. They prayed desperately. They prayed energetically and 
enthusiastically. They prayed spontaneously. They prayed in strong faith 
believing.  
But one interesting thing they did was they incorporated scriptures into their 
prayer. Again, I am not suggesting we have to do that every time we pray, but 
this was an interesting way to pray. They use scripture to reinforce the 
Sovereignty of God.  
“Why do the nations rage and the people plot in vain?” The point being, that the it 
is absurd for the wicked to even think about waging war against God. The 
Sovereign Creator will forever remain more powerful than all His creation. How 
foolish for the creature to challenge the creator.  
You may find yourself tying your prayers together with scripture that the Holy 
Spirit brings to your mind. Just keep in mind that is not a new thing. It is 
something God does from time to time. Scripture can not only serve as a guide 
and inspiration for us, but it can enhance our prayers.  

III. 	The	Petitions	
A. Prayer	for	boldness	

29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable your servants to speak your word with 
great boldness. 
Before we deal with what they did pray for, I find it very interesting to take not of 
what they did NOT pray for.  
The did not pray for God to stop the persecution, or from some form of 
deliverance from the persecution. I can easily imagine that if we modern day 
Christians would face this kind of threatening resistance to our mission and we 
called together a prayer group, someone in that group would inevitably pray, 
“Lord stop this persecution. Move these enemies of our gospel out of our way 
and clear the path for us to go forward!” Now, doesn’t that sound like a typical 
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prayer we might here today? Do you find it as interesting as I do that they did not 
pray that?  
What they did pray for was courage to continue with their duty to speak the word 
with boldness even when faced with these threats. They didn’t pray for God to 
remove the barrier. They prayed for God to give them to courage and strength to 
plow through.  

B. Prayer	for	God	to	continue	to	work	His	divine	power	through	them	
Like He did with the healing of the lame man at the gate.  
They had a taste of the signs and wonders that follow them that believe and they 
saw what a tremendous impact that had in spawning the revival in Jerusalem. 
They basically prayed, “Lord, do it again!” They didn’t want this to be a one shot 
thing.  

IV. God’s	Answer	to	Prayer	
31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all 
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

A. Confirmation	
The place was shaken. We cannot take this as normative (something we should 
expect every time we pray.) However, what we can do is trust that God will give 
us what we need to keep us encouraged. He knows how much we can stand. He 
knows how to minister to us to give us exactly what we need to keep on going 
on. He knows how to give us the kind of witness we need for that moment.  
When you pray, “Lord, just give me a sign,” that is a legitimate cry of the human 
heart reaching out to God for reassurance.  
God may not (and certainly does not) respond to every prayer request by shaking 
the room. But He can give you just the word you need – just the sign you need at 
the time you need it.  
You don’t always need an answer right away. Sometimes a confirmation is 
enough to carry you through. It might be a sermon that speaks to you. It might be 
a passage of scripture from your daily devotions.  

B. Empowerment	
Again, they were filled with the Holy Spirit, another infilling of the Holy Spirit 
subsequent to the outpouring on the day of Pentecost (just like Peter and John 
before the Sanhedrin). 
First and foremost, recognize God’s supreme sovereignty. 
Second, pray for strength and boldness to carry on and for God to continue work 
His mighty power through you as a yielded vessel. 
Third, look for the confirmation. 
Fourth, wait for the answer. God hears and answers prayers.  


