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4 After this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the 
voice I had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show 
you what must take place after this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was 
a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the 
appearance of jasper and ruby. A rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the 
throne. 4 Surrounding the throne were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were 
twenty-four elders. They were dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their 
heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. In front 
of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. These are the seven spirits of God. 6 Also in front 
of the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal. 
In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they were covered with 
eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the second was like an 
ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle.8 Each of the four 
living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. 
Day and night they never stop saying: 

“‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who was, and is, and is to come.” 
9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the 
throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who 
sits on the throne and worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns 
before the throne and say: 
11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, 
for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” (Rev 4) 

I. God	is	Awesome	and	Majestic	
The entire scene was intimidating. There is no doubt that John is deeply aware of 
his own frail humanness in comparison to the majesty of the Almighty who is 
seated on the throne ruling over everything, everywhere. He is not a ruler. He is 
THE ruler. The most high. Above Him, there is no other. You cannot appeal to any 
higher authority, for there is none.  
John saw found himself in the throne room of Heaven. The centerpiece of the 
throne room was God, sitting on this magnificent throne. Brilliant red beams of light 
radiated from him which reminded John of highly polished jasper and rubies.  A 
rainbow emanated from him and completely encircled the throne. Seven lamps 
were mounted in front of the throne and were burning at full volume. John 
described them as the seven spirits of God.   
The brilliantly polished floor of the throne room looked like a sea of glass, not a 
smudge, not a crack, not a flaw on it.  
Twenty four little thrones were positioned around God’s throne and upon those 
thrones sat some people John identified as elders. There were people of great 
importance, but all of them were dwarfed by the grand majesty of God who 
occupied the central throne. From the throne came dazzling flashes of lightening 
and the continuous deep rattling, rumbling of thunder.  



A Fresh Revelation 

 2 

John was in the presence of the Almighty and he knew he didn’t belong here. He 
was a complete outsider, a mere mortal. This was a world mere mortals knew 
nothing about. This was the throne room of the great Creator of the universe.  

II. God	is	Holy	
John describes four creatures for which we have no earthly equivalent. One looked 
somewhat like a lion, the second an ox. The third had a face like a man, and the 
fourth resembled an eagle. Twice in this short paragraph John mentioned they 
were all covered with eyes. They all had six wings, and day and night (without 
ceasing) they all cried out, “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty who was, and 
is, and is to come.” I think we can safely assume these creatures were flying, even 
though it isn’t explicitly stated. The fact that they had six wings, and the fact that 
John noticed what when their wings were spread they even had eyes under their 
wings strongly suggests they were flying around the throne proclaiming God’s 
holiness.  Furthermore, Isaiah also wrote of a heavenly scene and those six-
winged creatures were flying around the throne calling out to one another, “Holy, 
holy, holy, is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is filled with His glory.”  
We commonly hear people suggest that God’s greatest attribute is love, but I find it 
fascinating that the creatures in Heaven who are devoted to perpetual worship of 
God are not encircling the throne crying out, “Love, love, love.” Heaven’s 
inhabitants recognize the most note-worthy attribute of God is that He is holy.  
I don’t think we totally grasp what the holiness of God means. We are so far 
removed from true, godly holiness here on earth, the concept is virtually foreign to 
us. What we call holy on earth falls miserably short of God’s holiness.  
The language used here is very similar to the language used in Isaiah 6 where 
Isaiah also caught a glimpse of the heavenly throne room. He, too, saw they 
creatures who flew around the throne singing of the holiness of God. He, too, 
witnessed the temple shaking under the thunderous tones of praise to God by the 
living creatures. Isaiah saw the smoke filling the temple. All of this had such a 
profound effect on Isaiah, he cried out in anguish for his personal unworthiness. 
Let’s put this in perspective. This holy priest, of the holiest people on the face of the 
earth, who worked in the holy sanctuary, and was qualified to enter the holy of 
holies, stands in the holy temple of the holy God and collapses on himself, crying 
out, “Woe is me! I am a man of unclean lips.” Then an angel rushed to the 
heavenly altar and, taking a pair of tongs, retrieves a chunk of burning coal, then 
places that coal on the lips of Isaiah, purging him of his human, earthly 
uncleanness. Isaiah may have been the holiest man on the face of the earth and 
he felt like a filthy piece of garbage standing in the holy temple of the holy God.  

III. God	is	Worthy	of	All	Worship	
We have a fairly good idea of what worship is like on earth. It can vary from dead 
silence to a riotous, noisy free-for-all. Worship here on earth seems to be an 
extension of our personality. If we are basically quiet, timid, low-key people, we 
tend to worship in a quieter manner. If we are boisterous and outgoing, we might 
be less inhibited in our style of worship.  
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But personalities don’t seem to shape worship in Heaven. Worship in Heaven is not 
a passive thing. It doesn’t matter to me how you choose to worship here on earth. It 
doesn’t matter to me that people tend to choose a church that makes them feel 
more comfortable when they worship. But this is earth. This is now. Everything will 
change when we get to Heaven. Worship in is an active thing. It is a noisy thing. 
There is a light show. There is rafter-rattling bass from the rolling thunder. The 
multitudes of people create a swelling tide of vocal praise to God. Nobody is 
checking their watch. Nobody is day-dreaming about the roast in the oven. Nobody 
is nervous about how long this is going to go on. Earthly rules about worship don’t 
apply.  
The powerful, overwhelming presence of God just draws out the praise of all his 
creation because they are not limited by fear, or self-consciousness, or weariness. 
There are no cheap seats in Heaven’s worship center. There are no silent 
bystanders. All of Heaven’s occupants – angels, and creatures, and the redeemed 
– they all join together in vocal praise to the great Almighty. The genius architect 
behind all of creation. The one who governs the universe without error. The 
master-mind who designed everything with divine perfection. The great Creator 
who is so far above creation that we can never attain to a fraction of his level, yet 
he loved us and created us for fellowship with him. The psalmist caught a slight 
taste of what this is all about when he gazed into the Heavens and his soul was 
momentarily overwhelmed by the magnitude of all creation. In awe-struck wonder, 
he wrote,  
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you 
have set in place, what is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you 
care for them? (Ps 8:3-4) 
He had a foretaste of the overwhelming realization of the power and majesty of 
such a Creator, and that He would bother to want anything to do with lowly 
creatures such as we are. But our God is not a God of stone. He is Almighty, He is 
the most High, and it is a terrifying experience for humans to be in His powerful 
presence, but He is a tender, loving Heavenly Father who longs to be loved. He 
responds to those who lovingly respond to Him. He is not untouchable. He is not 
unapproachable. And that is the grand mystery of the awesome Creator of 
everything. When we worship Him, He takes notice and responds to us.  
He is awesome and a majestic.  
He is Holy. 
He is worthy of our worship.  
Why did the congregants at the seven select churches need to be so powerfully 
and graphically reminded of this?  
Because these people lived in a culture where idol worship presented a great 
challenge to Christianity. Not only were these churches planted in deeply pagan 
communities where the industry of pagan idolatry would constantly call them into 
compromise, but they were under Roman authority which demanded worship of the 
Caesars. The message of this Heavenly vision of God was especially and 
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particularly relevant for the churches who would ultimately have to make a choice 
whether they would worship God exclusively, or incorporate a little idolatrous 
worship into their religion to keep the peace.  
John wanted them to know who they were worshiping and how infinitely superior 
their God is compared to the earthly idols and personalities the pagans worshiped. 
It is like John is pointing to the pointless ceremonies and rituals pagans used to 
worship their deities, then says, “Let me show you what real worship is like!” This 
Heavenly scene leaves all man-made idol worship looking like a ridiculous waste of 
time.  

IV. God	is	in	Charge	
Perhaps this is the most important point expressed by this heavenly vision of God. 
Having read the rest of Revelation, we know what would lie ahead for God’s 
people. There would be great trials and difficulties these people could scarcely 
imagine. During their most difficult trials, it would be vital for them to reflect back on 
this vision and remember that the unequalled, most High ruler of the universe 
would never relinquish his throne and would never surrender to any power. He has 
always been in charge, and He will always be in charge.  
We simply cannot despair when we hold on to the conviction that God is in charge. 
We despair when we forget that.  
Believing the great Omnipotent God in Heaven is watching over us and guiding us 
and protecting and is enough to carry us through whatever earthly trial we may 
ultimately have to face.  
No matter what you are going through, God is not absent. He is not ignoring you. 
He is not on vacation and out of reach. He is not preoccupied. He is not 
overbooked. You don’t need an appointment for six weeks from today. He is not 
unaware of your struggles. He knows. He is watching. He is guiding. He is 
preparing the way for you. He is walking with you. He will catch you when you fall. 
He will nurse you back to health again. The enemy can’t launch a sneak attack 
against you that God never say coming.  
You can make it! God is in charge.  

V. In	Closing	
Maybe the best thing that could ever happen to us is to get a fresh revelation of 
God. We have lost our sense of awe for God. We have diluted the importance his 
holiness. He have lost our reverence for this powerful being whose very presence 
produces flashes of lightening and peals of thunder. We have made God a fuzzy 
buddy instead of the enthroned King. Our worship has become too informal and 
our relationship too casual. We tolerate little idols that God would never approve. 
We approach God with less awe than we would an earthly superstar. We need a 
fresh revelation of this God in Heaven. It would be life changing! 


