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“To the angel of the church in Thyatira write: 

These are the words of the Son of God, whose eyes are like blazing fire and whose feet are like 
burnished bronze. 19 I know your deeds, your love and faith, your service and perseverance, and 
that you are now doing more than you did at first. 
20 Nevertheless, I have this against you: You tolerate that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a 
prophet. By her teaching she misleads my servants into sexual immorality and the eating of food 
sacrificed to idols. 21 I have given her time to repent of her immorality, but she is unwilling. 22 So I 
will cast her on a bed of suffering, and I will make those who commit adultery with her suffer 
intensely, unless they repent of her ways. 23 I will strike her children dead. Then all the churches 
will know that I am he who searches hearts and minds, and I will repay each of you according to 
your deeds. 

I. Beware	Your	Own	Weakness.		
Thus	far,	we	can	summarize	the	temptations	that	faced	the	first	four	churches.	The	
church	at	Ephesus	was	battling	loveless,	robotic	service.		
Smyrneans	were	tempted	by	severe	persecution.	
The	church	at	Pergamum	struggled	against	both	persecution	and	false	teachers	whose	
doctrines	promoted	compromise.		
Now,	the	church	at	Thyatira.	This	church	also	struggled	with	false	prophets	and	the	
temptation	to	compromise,	but	there	is	an	underlying	condition	not	readily	apparent	
that	put	pressure	on	the	church	members	to	compromise.	It	was	an	economic	issue.		
Under the influence of the false prophetess Jezebel, the congregation at the church in 
Thyatira was being seduced. This seduction can be described with three descriptive 
words: Compromise, tolerance, and worldliness. They were tempted to compromise 
their godly standards through participation in worldly and ungodly activities, and they 
were taught to be tolerant/nonjudgmental of those who did not hold the same standards 
as other Christians. That was their weak spot.  
We have an expression for our weak spot. We call it our Achilles Heel. It comes to us 
from a story in Greek mythology. As young child, Achilles was dipped in the river Styx 
by his mother in order to make him invincible. She held the child by the heel and the 
water failed to cover his heel. This mighty warrior was vulnerable in that one tiny spot on 
the back of his foot, yet that is where he was shot with an arrow and ultimately defeated.  
We know that is a myth, but the extended expression is very real. We have weak spots. 
It is ironic that people who are otherwise seemingly unflappable, unswerving, invincible, 
and capable of sailing through every storm of life with remarkable ease can so quickly 
be brought down when they are attacked in their weak spot.  

We	all	have	different	breaking	points.	If	satan	doesn’t	already	know	your	weakness	I	can	
assure	you	he	is	looking	for	it.	It	is	interesting	how	different	people	have	different	
breaking	points.	Quite	often	people	will	stand	strong	in	their	faith	against	some	very	
harsh	trials,	then	suddenly	and	mysteriously	face	one	trial	that	breaks	them.	For	some,	
that	breaking	point	is	their	health.		
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Another	person	has	endured	many	different	health	issues	throughout	their	life	and	
never	wavered	in	their	faith.	But	when	they	lose	a	loved	one,	they	waver	in	their	faith.		
There	are	some	people	who	seem	to	overcome	every	trial	and	temptation	thrown	at	
them	–	divorce,	sickness,	death	of	loved	ones,	etc.	But	when	they	are	financially	
devastated,	they	fold	like	a	cheap	tent.	It	might	be	a	lawsuit,	or	they	lost	their	job,	or	
the	stock	market	crashed	and	their	retirement	funds	were	wiped	out,	or	they	lost	their	
business,	or	any	other	financial	crisis.		
I	knew	of	a	farmer	near	my	home	town	that	had	been	a	Christian	his	entire	life.	Things	
were	tight	for	the	family	and	the	man	had	run	into	a	series	of	setbacks	that	made	things	
even	worse.	One	day,	he	got	his	combine	stuck	in	the	field.	When	he	got	his	biggest	
tractor	to	try	to	pull	it	out,	he	broke	it	apart.	The	farmer	returned	to	his	house	pulled	
out	his	gun	and	shot	himself.	His	financial	losses	were	more	than	he	could	bear.		
The	dangerous	breaking	point	for	the	congregation	at	Thyatira	was	their	pocketbook.	A	
little	background	research	shows	us	that	Thyatira	was	a	city	known	for	trades	and	guilds.	
If	you	wanted	to	be	successful	and	accepted,	it	was	vital	to	join	a	guild.	It	was	kind	of	
like	the	power	of	unions	we	have	in	our	day	and	age.	You	might	be	at	great	financial	risk	
to	refuse	to	join	a	union.	Yet	if	the	union	required	you	to	participate	in	ungodly	
activities,	you	would	have	to	weigh	your	devotion	to	your	moral	standards	against	the	
financial	risks	and	gains.	Should	you	compromise	your	godly	standards	in	order	to	keep	
your	job?	Or	should	you	guard	your	standards	and	trust	God	to	provide	for	you?		
That	is	the	kind	of	compromising	situation	that	many	of	the	congregants	in	the	church	at	
Thyatira	faced.	Was	it	wrong	to	belong	to	the	guilds?	After	all,	one	has	to	be	able	to	
make	a	living	and	simply	provide	for	their	family.	Should	you	allow	yourself	to	be	forced	
to	be	part	of	the	ungodly	activities	associated	with	the	guilds	just	to	keep	your	job?	
Guild	meetings	typically	included	a	meal	dedicated	to	the	guild’s	patron	deity	(false	god;	
idol.)	But	it	would	have	been	economically	devastating	to	reject	guild	membership.		
Is	your	pocketbook	your	weak	spot?	Do	you	serve	God	as	long	as	you	are	financially	
secure?	Would	you	quit	your	job	to	protect	your	moral	principles?	The	real	question	is,	
who	or	what	do	you	rely	on	for	your	security?	Is	your	job	your	security,	or	is	God	your	
security?			
What	made	this	even	worse	is	the	influence	of	an	individual	in	the	church	called	Jezebel,	
a	false	prophetess.	Evidently	this	Jezebel	was	an	evil	seductress,	urging	people	to	
compromise	their	godly	standards.	She	taught	that	it	was	it	was	really	no	big	deal	to	join	
the	guilds.	She	approved	of	Christians	being	involved	in	the	local	civic	functions	and	the	
commercial	business	even	if	doing	so	put	them	in	compromising	situations	in	which	
false	idols	were	celebrated.	Jezebel’s	message	was	basically	how	to	marry	worldliness	
with	godliness.	Jezebel	was	popular	in	the	church	because	she	told	the	people	what	they	
wanted	to	hear.		
This	has	historically	been	one	of	the	most	effective	weapons	satan	has	used	against	the	
church	in	his	ongoing	effort	to	destroy	it.		
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Listen	to	the	warning	Paul	gave	to	Timothy	about	the	compromising	challenges	the	
church	would	face.			
For a time is coming when people will no longer listen to sound and wholesome teaching. They 
will follow their own desires and will look for teachers who will tell them whatever their itching 
ears want to hear. 2 Timothy 4:3 
This temptation and condition has always plagued the church and always will plague the 
church as long as we continue on this earth. There will always be people who want a 
message that pleases them and humors them and affirms them in their sinful ways. It is 
a sad fact that many people are not looking for truth, but looking for affirmation. That is 
how some people shop for a church. They look for one where they can feel comfortable 
in their ungodly lifestyle.  
My sister told me a heart-breaking story this past week. She has remained friends 
throughout the years with another man who was part of her youth group at church back 
in the ‘70s. They both live in the same metropolitan area and they converse from time to 
time. Keith married the love of his youth, a young lady from a strong Christian family in 
the AG church about 22 miles north. They have been married for more than 30 years 
and have children that are now grown and married. Keith recently asked if he could 
meet my sister for lunch. When my sister asked how the family was doing, how the wife 
was doing, Keith said, “I don’t know. Ok, I guess. I left her.”  
“What? Why?” 
“She was a great mother and a great wife and a wonderful, devoted Christian lady. But 
she just was not affectionate to me.”  
“Let me get this straight. You left a great wife who was a great mother who is a deeply 
devoted Christian woman to find someone who would kiss you?” 
“Well, I was hoping at least you would understand.” 
“WHAT DO YOU WANT ME TO TELL YOU? YOU ARE OK?”  
“Well, I have a right to be happy.” 

II. Judgment	Against	the	Deceiver	and	the	Deceived.	
A. She	has	been	given	time	to	repent,	but	has	refused.	Now	she	will	be	judged	
B. She	will	be	cast	into	a	bed	of	suffering	
C. Those	who	were	seduced	by	her	will	also	suffer	intensely	until	they	repent.	
D. God	will	strike	her	children	dead	
E. God’s	judgment	will	be	an	unmistakable	message	to	the	church.		

The church will clearly see God always knows their heart and mind. He doesn’t 
misunderstand what they did or what their intentions were. We misunderstand one 
another from time to time. Sometimes we deny our evil intentions. We hurt someone 
intentionally but call it an accident. We intentionally dabble in sin, but claim we 
innocently didn’t know what we were getting into, like a shoplifter who got caught and 
insists they don’t know how that got into their pocket.  
But when we are dealing with God, he knows our hearts and our minds. His judgment is 
perfect because He knows us better than we know us. When Jesus says “They will 
know I am the one that searches the hearts and minds and I will repay according to their 
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deeds”, what he is saying is they will not have any effective argument or defense to 
present for their case. 
Guilty people can get off on technicalities; they can escape through legal loopholes. All 
these ways to slip through judgment exist because we know we are not perfect judges. 
We are humans. Our system is set up to protect the innocent, even at the expense of 
letting the guilty go free on technicalities. God’s judgment is flawless. There are no 
loopholes.  
Here is one I just read in the news this week. A man was pulled over by the police for 
drinking while driving. He denied it. He said he was only sipping at stop signs.  
The famous Vaudevillian comedian/actor W.C. Fields was an avowed atheist. However, 
in his dying days, his granddaughter caught him reading a Bible. Shocked, she said, 
“Why grandpa why would you be reading a Bible?” He replied, “Just looking for 
loopholes.”   
With God there are no loopholes. He knows your heart and mind.  

III. A	Promise	to	the	Faithful	Remnant	
24 Now I say to the rest of you in Thyatira, to you who do not hold to her teaching and have not 
learned Satan’s so-called deep secrets, ‘I will not impose any other burden on you, 25 except to 
hold on to what you have until I come.’ 
26 To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the 
nations— 27 that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like 
pottery—just as I have received authority from my Father. 28 I will also give that one the 
morning star. 29 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. 
The entire church was not corrupt. There were faithful members who were not seduced 
by Jezebel’s compromising message. The overcomers were encouraged to keep 
overcoming to the end.  

A. There	is	a	prize	for	those	who	finish	the	race.		
God requires vigilance, faithfulness, and patient endurance. Nothing less will suffice.  
It is not how you began, how far you have gone, or what you have accomplished. It is 
required that you finish well.  

B. They	will	be	rewarded	with	leadership	appointments.		
God will use those who prove they have what it takes to be a leader, and what it takes is 
steady, uncompromising faithfulness.  

C. Jesus	promises	to	give	them	the	morning	star.		
The readers of this message understood the symbolic language used here.  
That culture would have been very aware that the Pagans glorified Venus as the 
“morning star”. The Romans associated Venus with victory and ruling authority.  
But in Revelation, Jesus presents himself as the true morning star. He was the morning 
star above all other so-called morning stars. The promise of giving them the morning 
star was not only a promise of victory, but a promise of presenting Himself as the 
coming King of kings and Lord of lords.   


