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9 I, John, am your brother and your partner in suffering and in God’s Kingdom and in the 
patient endurance to which Jesus calls us. I was exiled to the island of Patmos for 
preaching the word of God and for my testimony about Jesus. 10 It was the Lord’s Day, 
and I was worshiping in the Spirit. 

I. Partners	in	suffering	
John testifies that he was exiled to Patmos for the crimes of preaching the word of 
God and for his testimony about Jesus. This persecution came under Domitian. 
Domitian was a wicked emperor with a huge ego problem. He insisted on being 
referred to by his people as god, lord, or master.  Domitian was not necessarily 
jealous of other gods. In fact, he wanted to join with the other gods and be 
considered on their level. He ordered a statue of himself to be placed in the temple 
of the Emperors where he could be worshipped as an equal to the other deities of 
the Roman culture. Domitian was intolerant of the Christians because they refused 
to acknowledge any other god, or to honor Domitian as a god and he persecuted 
them for their rebellion against him.  
Under persecution by Domitian, Christian were sold into slavery, or forced to work 
in the mines, or made sport of and killed in gladiator games, or sometimes 
banished to an island for life. John would have been stripped of all his civil rights, 
and his property seized by the government. Those banished to an island prison 
were often scourged until the bones were laid bare, chained, given little or no 
clothing, forced to sleep on the ground, and sentenced to hard labor. Occasionally, 
the weak and elderly were reprieved from the hard labor.  
That is how John ended up on Patmos, persecuted for declaring the word of God 
and for sharing his testimony.  
Aren’t those two very normal things we should expect from Christians? But they 
are things that will be both received and opposed by the world. Those who oppose 
it may be driven to do more than ignore it. They may battle against it. That is 
where persecution enters.  
But why, here in the U.S. is Islam more readily tolerated than Christianity? Why is 
Mohammed tolerated while Christ is hated? Why is Jehovah God mocked and 
ridiculed and people leave Allah alone? It is because God, Jesus, and the Bible all 
claim exclusivity.  
There is no other God beside Jehovah God.  
There is no other sacred writing on the level with the Bible. It is superior to all other 
writings because it is the inspired word of God.  
There is no other name under Heaven whereby we might be saved. Only the 
name of Jesus.  
These are all exclusive. They don’t claim to occupy one spot alongside other gods 
and other saviors and other sacred writings. They all claim exclusiveness, and that 
angers the world. They want many roads to God. They want many paths to 
salvation. They want to believe perfect peace and joy and happiness and can be 
found a thousand different ways. For us to proclaim the word of God is to tell the 
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world Jesus is the only way, the only truth, and the only life. The only place on 
earth where that message will not anger people is some place where everyone is 
a believer. But where there are unbelievers, there will be resistance to the 
message.  
One saying attributed to Jesus that was passed down through oral tradition and 
shared by the early church was this: “No one can obtain the Kingdom of Heaven 
without first passing through testing.”  
Just over the past 40 years, I have seen a definite change in the culture of our 
nation. There has been a measurable increase in hostility toward Christianity. 
We are seeing today more blatant persecution against Christianity than at any time 
in the history of our nation.  

II. Cushy	Christianity	
I think some have a mistaken notion of what to expect from Christianity.  
We know some of the followers of Christ had unrealistic expectations and were 
deeply disillusioned when they learned what He expected of them, and heard 
some of the hard truths he taught them. Record shattering crowds would gather for 
free fish and bread, or to throng Jesus as a miracle working celebrity. But these 
shallow opportunists bolted when they heard Jesus talking about eating his body 
and drinking his blood. They dropped out when He told them if they wanted to 
follow Him, they would have to take up a cross. They deserted Jesus when he was 
arrested by the Roman guard and they thought their own lives were in jeopardy.  
Many people want a soft Christianity. They flock to preachers who are motivational 
speakers. They want Sunday Morning TED Talks. They want to be surrounded by 
miracles and supernatural manifestations. They want to be made to feel good 
about themselves. They want free handouts. They want church to be fun and 
entertaining. The prosperity gospel appeals to more people than the gospel of 
suffering.  
But Christ never promised the kind of cheap Christianity being peddled today. 
John summarizes what Christianity is fundamentally all about in one sentence. 
John considered himself and his brothers and sisters in Christ to be partners in 
their calling. And what they could expect would be to patiently endure the trials 
and troubles that are a normal part of belonging to the Kingdom of God.  
The ancients believed the flight of birds could foretell one’s future. The Roman 
historian Suetonius wrote:  
“A few months before he (Domitian) was killed, a raven perched on the Capitalium 
and cried, ‘All will be well,’ an omen which some interpreted as follows: . . . a raven 
. . . could not say, ‘It is well,’ only declared ‘It will be well’“ (Rolfe 1992: 385). 
While the superstitious ancients believed in the lame prophecy of a raven, John 
believed the word of prophecy received from Jesus Christ.  

III. “It’s	hard	to	get	in	the	Spirit	when…”	
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Sometimes we have the flimsiest excuses for not being able to worship God. The 
kids woke up cranky on Sunday morning and it just ruined church for you.  
You and your spouse had words with each other before coming to church and now 
you can’t get in the Spirit.  
You came to church and someone was sitting in your pew. Now you can’t worship.  
You went to the donut fellowship, but they had already eaten all the cinnamon 
rolls, now you can’t worship.  
They turned off the sanctuary lights and now you can’t worship.  
They played that one song you can’t stand and now you can’t worship.  
John was banished to a barren island with a bunch of dangerous criminals. He had 
a terrible night’s sleep on the bare ground. His 80-year-old body was still aching 
from the cold night air. There was no hot breakfast to be had. Not even a cold 
breakfast. He was slowly starving. But it was the Lord’s day. And He was in the 
Spirit on the Lord’s day.  
I wish we could all come to church “in the Spirit” on the Lord’s day. You may have 
had a rough week. But this is the Lord’s day! This is God’s house! This is the day 
the Lord has made. I will rejoice and be glad in it! Being in the Spirit on the Lord’s 
day is not dependent on circumstances. It is a frame of mind. It is a decision you 
make.  
John wasn’t in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day because he caught a vision of Jesus. 
He caught a vision of Jesus because he was in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day.  
John received this great vision when he purposed to be in the Spirit regardless of 
his circumstances.  
We receive our most valuable things from God when we are sincerely seeking 
Him.  
We have come here today to worship. If we came here and have allowed 
circumstances to keep us from worship, we have wasted our time and God’s time.  
And we expect God to speak to us when we come here “in the Spirit”.  
We can’t let the struggles of life keep us from church nor keep us from seeking 
God when we get to church. If John can endure what he had to endure, and still be 
so “in the Spirit” as to receive this great vision from Jesus, we can easily do what 
we have to do to keep focused on God here today.  


