
The New World Order 

 1 

Most of us are probably familiar with the subject matter in this chapter. We understand 
the references to the new heavens and new earth, and the vivid descriptions of the new 
Jerusalem.  
What we may not be aware of is how deeply embedded this subject matter is in 
Judaism (and historically has been). Ancient Jewish writings commonly contained 
references to a future day when there would come a new heavens and a new earth, 
when the sea would disappear, and an expectation of a New Jerusalem. And, we have 
already mentioned how the Jews used the metaphor of a wedding banquet to depict the 
Messiah’s coming. (The difference here is we understand this to be His second coming, 
while the Jews are still awaiting His first coming, having not recognized Him the first 
time.)  Also, the ancient Jews always held on to the hope that one day God would once 
again come and dwell with them.  
The Details were not provided and Jewish scholars would debate the particulars, such 
as whether the current Heavens and Earth would be merely renovated, or completely 
pass away to make way for brand new creations from God; or, they would debate 
exactly how to expect a New Jerusalem – a restoration of the Old Jerusalem? A future 
discovery of a hidden Jerusalem? Like us in many ways, they didn’t understand the 
details, but they believed in the basic concept. 
The point being, these things revealed in Revelation are a fulfillment of the hopes and 
dreams of all of God’s people throughout their history, not just the brainchild of New 
Testament believers.  

I. It	is	done	
This is a powerful declaration. It is the ultimate statement of completion. It is not the 
completion of one of the phases. It is the completion of the master plan.  
Before Jesus died on the cross, He proclaimed, “It is finished”. The first major phase of 
God’s master plan had been completed, but the master plan was not done yet. We talk 
about the finished work of the cross, but the finished work of the cross does not 
complete the master plan. 
In phase one, the cross was to provide a pathway to God for repentant people. In phase 
one, salvation was provided.  
In phase two, God will come to the end of his longsuffering and send judgment on all 
wicked, rebellious, unrepentant people. Phase one had to be completed first to give 
every person the fair opportunity to repent before judgment comes.  
We phave seen the execution of phase two throughout Revelation. Wave after wave of 
judgment is sent upon the ungodly. Every judgment is accompanied by a call to 
repentance.  
God’s masterplan was to restore the broken fellowship between himself and humanity. 
Paul calls it reconciliation.  
 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting 
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people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so 
that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

God’s master plan is reconciliation. Reconciliation offers redemption to those who want 
to be redeemed and judgment to those who don’t. In any case, the final result is that 
God can once again walk in fellowship with the people of His creation with no rebels in 
the mix.  

II. Two	Inheritances	
7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will be my 
children. 8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those 
who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the fiery lake of 
burning sulfur. This is the second death.” 

Where the NIV says, “They will be consigned”, the KJV says, “They shall have their 
part”. That is the language of inheritance, and compares fittingly with language of verse 
7 – “Those who are victorious will inherit all this” 
There basically two inheritances referenced here – the inheritance of the saints which 
will include dwelling with God in the magnificent New Jerusalem, and the inheritance of 
the wicked, which will be the lake of fire.  
Take notice of the list of those who fail to inherit residence in the New Jerusalem. In 
fact, there are three lists in chapters 21 and 22 describing the sins of those who will not 
receive the good eternal inheritance. According to Dr. Keener, the listing of vices was a 
common literary form in ancient texts. They are not intended to be exhaustive, but 
rather representative.  
In 21:8, we find the first list.  
8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the 
second death.” 
Next, the shorter list in 21:27 
27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but 
only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

And third, another short list in 22:14-15 
14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of 
life, and may enter through the gates into the city. 15 But outside are dogs and sorcerers and 
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. 

These lists describe the behavior of those who are not redeemed. This is a vitally 
important point we cannot afford to miss. There is unmistakably a correlation between 
salvation and conduct. Salvation is more than forgiveness of sins. It includes the 
subsequent duty of forsaking sin and living a life that pleases and glorifies God. If we 
just take the things in the lists for example, we can say with certainty that murdering, 
lying, idolatry, all manner of sexual immorality, and witchcraft and sorcery are behaviors 
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unfitting for a Christian. However, there is another word in these lists: abominations. 
The word is as intensely descriptive of evil as possible. It alludes to things that reek with 
stench; those things which are disgustingly detestable to God.  
The interesting thing about abominations is God’s assessment of what is disgustingly 
foul and repulsive never changes, but humans have the capacity to adjust and 
acclimate to it. When over exposed, we learn to live happily in the filthiest kinds of sins. I 
have entered houses that we so disgustingly filthy, so filled with animal urine and feces 
that the odor immediately caused nausea, yet people were comfortable living there. 
That is how people adjust to the filthiness of sin. It is putrid and nauseating before God, 
but they are content to live in the squalor. It is unfortunate that people quit evaluating 
right and wrong by God’s standards and rely on their own compromised senses to 
determine what is acceptable.  
The word abominations more often than not refers to two categories of sinful behavior – 
sexual immorality and idolatry. These sins are abominations before God. They reek of 
stench in God’s nostrils. They are both an attack on things considered by God as very 
sacred. Your sexuality is sacred. God finds sexual perversion and immorality 
nauseating. Your worship is sacred and reserved for God alone. When you worship 
anything or anyone but God, it is a reeking stench in His nostrils.  
In view of these lists, we should be all the more aware of what offends God, not what 
we have acclimated ourselves to; not what we have adopted from the world and given 
self approval to.  

III. The	Real	Message	of	the	New	Jerusalem	
Ancient writers loved to describe cities in their writings with such vivid descriptors as to 
make the reader almost feel like they are there. John uses a similar writing style to 
provide a detailed description of the New Jerusalem. He notices such details as the 
dimensions of the city, the gates made of a single pearl, the walls of jasper, streets of 
gold so pure it was transparent as glass. Twelve foundations stones made of twelve 
precious gemstones were engraved with the names of the twelve apostles. The 
ancients would have been familiar with the practice of wealthy benefactors who 
financed city projects having their name inscribed thereon. But the noteworthy contrast 
is that these foundation stones bore the names of people who were never wealthy. They 
were faithful. What an encouraging message for us! God honors faithfulness like the 
world honors wealth and fame and earthly success. You may never have enough wealth 
or notoriety or success for the world to honor you, but you can be faithful! That is within 
everyone’s ability to achieve.  
What a powerful description of this city. Yet we miss the main message if we read this 
and all we do is marvel at the city. This is not about the city. This is entirely about 
glorifying God.  
The mere size of the city glorifies the Creator. Ezekiel’s New Jerusalem was 18,000 
cubits around. This city is more than two thousand times larger! 
When the city first descends John noticed it was shining with the glory of God.  
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It was a city that had walls, but at the same time was said not to need walls. A city that 
needs no walls is guarded by God.  
What may have seemed odd to the original readers was John’s note that there was not 
physical building known as a temple. Those with a Jewish background would have 
expected to see a temple. But the absence of a temple glorifies God all the more, 
because He himself is the temple.  
John notices that there is no sun or moon in that New Jerusalem. But the absence of 
the sun and moon glorifies God because of two things: The glory of God lights it up and 
the Lamb is the light.  
It has gates, but you don’t need gates. The gates of old cities controlled access to the 
city. The gates would open by day, but be closed at night to protect the city. These 
gates never shut because there is no night. The nations will walk by its light and kings 
will bring their splendor into it.  
The glory of nations will be brought into it, but nothing impure will ever pass through the 
gates.  No wicked or evil person will ever enter, but only those whose names are written 
in the Lamb’s book of Life.  
The river that flows glorifies God  because it flows directly from His throne. It flows down 
the middle of the street and is lined on both sides with the tree of life, that same tree 
that God put in the middle of the Garden of Eden and gave freely to Adam and Eve. 
Now here again is the tree of life on either side of the river, bearing crops of fruit a year, 
one crop a month. The leaves of the trees are for the healing of the nations, not that 
nations will be sick or need it, but metaphorically to represent that there is no sickness 
or dying or disease.  
4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death, or mourning or crying or 
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” (21:4) 
At the conclusion of this vision, the angel reassures John, “These words are trustworthy 
and true.”  
Then John hears the voice of Jesus: “Look! I am coming soon! I am the Alpha and 
Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.”  
And then the great invitation.  
16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and 
the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 

17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one 
who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. (22:16-17) 

Has there ever been a more powerful call to salvation than the book of Revelation? In 
view of all you have read and seen, it makes perfect sense to come to Jesus. The bride 
says “Come!” The Spirit says, “Come!”  
 


