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I. One	Thousand	Years	
And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding in his 
hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or Satan, and 
bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over 
him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After 
that, he must be set free for a short time. 
4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the 
souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the 
word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on 
their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The 
rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended.) This is the first 
resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those who share in the first resurrection. The second 
death has no power over them, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with 
him for a thousand years. 
The word Millennium should be familiar to Christians who know the basic tenets of our 
faith. Although the word Millennium is not found in scripture, it is from a Latin word 
which means “one thousand” and Bible scholars have coined that term to describe the 
final 1,000 years of man’s career on earth before the old Heavens and Earth are 
destroyed by fire and replaced by the New Heavens and New Earth.  
Five times in the first 10 verses this period of one thousand years is mentioned, clearly 
making it the centerpiece of this passage.  
One would not expect such a simple passage as this to ignite so much controversy, but 
it does. There are three major schools of thought regarding the Millennium:  
Premillennialists believe the return of Jesus begins the thousands years reign of peace. 
This seems to have been the most popular school of thought for the early church 
fathers. Papias, (60-163 A.D.) was a firsthand witness to the teachings of John the 
apostle. He claims John taught a literal 1000 years following the resurrection of the 
saints.  
Amillennialists believe the thousand years mentioned here merely symbolizes the 
current age we are now living in. By the fourth century, the majority of church leaders 
had changed over to Amillennialism, the thousand years were merely symbolic and not 
literal. So firmly embedded was this belief that the church Council of Ephesus in 431 
officially condemned the belief in a literal future millennium as superstitious. 
Amillennialism continued to dominate the rest of church history all the way through 
Calvin and Luther. In more recent centuries following Calving and Luther the pendulum 
swung back to Premillenialism and belief in a literal 1,000 years yet to come.  
Postmillenialists believe the saints usher in the millennium in preparation for Christ’s 
return. Most 19th century Christian leaders embraced Postmillenialism. Although not 
widely popular today, we do have a few notable leaders in Christianity who promote 
Postmillenialism under the titles Kingdom Now and Dominion Theology. Pat Robertson 
has been one of the most recognized name in modern day Postmillenialism, teaching 
that Jesus would not return until the church took control of society (thus preparing the 
way for His return.) 
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The biggest problem with Postmillenialism is the clear language of this passage that the 
saints reign with Christ for a thousand years.  
The biggest problem with Amillennialism is reconciling a period described as a thousand 
years of peace under the governance of Christ himself as being fulfilled throughout the 
last two thousand years, all of which are heavily marked by great turmoil and strife.  
Premillennialism is the easiest and most logical choice, and requires no special mental 
gymnastics to make sense of this passage.  

II. The	Resurrections	
This Millennium is flanked on both ends by two resurrections known respectively as the 
first and last resurrection.  
The first resurrection spans at least 2000 years and pertains to all the righteous saints 
who die and graduate into eternity with God. When scripture says, “This is the first 
resurrection”, it means this brings the era of the first resurrection to a close, this is the 
final company that will pass through death to enter eternal life with Christ.  

A. The	final	company	in	the	first	resurrection	
4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I saw the 
souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the 
word of God. They had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not received its mark on 
their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ a thousand years 

The original readers of this letter would have recognized this language as a prominent 
feature of the entire book, that being the persecution – and quite often the execution- of 
Christians as the necessary doorway into eternal life. The readers in the seven 
churches in Asia would have clearly been impressed with the message that one’s faith 
must be strong enough to stand the ultimate price of complete personal sacrifice. 
Throughout the entire book of Revelation, which was the only glimpse into the future the 
churches in Asia were given, there was not one hint of easy, prosperous Christianity. 
The message was entirely one of how challenging it would be to remain faithful to God 
in the face of severe trials that would attack their faith. Yet, the concurrent message was 
how rewarding it would be to remain faithful to the end, and the terrible fate of those 
who would compromise their faith.  

1. The	curious	cause	of	their	martyrdom	
Notice, they were beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the 
word of God.  
Right now a woman Christian woman named Asia Bibi is being held in Pakistan 
because of her Christian faith. Originally her crime was drinking water from a public 
well. The Muslims accused her of contaminating the well as a “filthy” infidel rendering 
the well unfit for use by the Muslim community. Bibi’s response was that Jesus would 
see it differently than Mohammed. She continued, “Jesus died on the cross for the sins 
of mankind. What did your prophet Muhammed ever do to save mankind?” At that point, 
she was put on trial for blasphemy and tossed in prison for eighth years, most of that 
time in solitary confinement on death row. Recently the Supreme Court in Pakistan 
acquitted her, but the violent protests by Muslims worried the court, so they put her on 
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the no-fly list, making it impossible for Bibi to leave the country. The court secretly 
reasoned that Bibi would roam free out of prison, but being unable to leave the country, 
would eventually be murdered by the vigilantes, thus solving their problem of what to do 
with her. Here is what the vigilantes have done and are capable of doing: 
“There is a long history of such vigilante murders in Pakistan. Rashid Rehman, a lawyer in 
Pakistan who was defending a university professor accused of blasphemy, was shot dead. A 
Christian pastor charged with blasphemy, Zafar Bhatti, was murdered in jail by a policeman. A 
judge, Arif Iqbal Bhatti, who acquitted two individuals accused of blasphemy, was murdered in 
his chambers. Salman Taseer, a brave Muslim who was governor of Pakistan's Punjab province, 
was murdered by his own bodyguard, who said "he did this because Mr Taseer recently defended 
the proposed amendments to the blasphemy law." Pakistan's federal Minister for 
Minorities, Shahbaz Bhatti, was murdered for defending Bibi. Recently, Asia Bibi's lawyer, 
Saiful Malook, fledPakistan and is seeking asylum in the Netherlands.” 
One does not have to slander Mohammed to be accused of blasphemy. All one has to 
do is say Jesus Christ is the one and only Savior of the world. Just say He is the only 
Way, He is the only Truth, He is the only Life.  Just say there is no other name under 
Heaven whereby we might be saved. Not Moses, not Buddha, not Mohammed. Just tell 
the truth and bear witness of Jesus and the Muslims accuse you of blasphemy. 
This case is precisely what we are talking about in the 19th chapter of Revelation. Bibi is 
in imminent danger because of her testimony of Jesus and because she has spoken the 
true word of God. The only reason a Christian would not be endangered in this future 
setting in Revelation is if they refused to bear witness of Jesus and if they refused to 
defend the truth of God’s word. Those two things seem to be very simple and very 
fundamental to our Christian faith. But when is the last time you bore witness for Jesus? 
When the last time you stood strong on the truth of God’s word when the world was 
loudly proclaiming the lies of Hell?  

III. The	Other	Second	Coming	
7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to 
deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for 
battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore.9 They marched across the breadth of the 
earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from 
heaven and devoured them.10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of 
burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever. 

A. First,	consider	the	limitations	of	satan	
This passage implies that satan can only act within the parameters and constraints of 
God’s permission.  

B. Second,	observe	the	remarkable	success	of	satan	and	gullibility	of	humans.		
This is the pitiful last ditch effort of satan to defeat God. Loosed from his prison after 
1000 years, he is set loose once again on the earth to recruit his followers from among 
the nations. At the very minimum this indicates there in mortal inhabitants on Earth who 
have not yet passed through the veil of death into immortality and sealed their eternal 
future with God. These souls are still up for grabs and satan goes after them. Do you 
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not find it intriguing that after 1000 years of peace under the rulership of King Jesus; 
after 1000 years of no war, no famine, no earthly calamities claiming the lives of 
innocent people, no murder, no strife, no violence, no harm, no death; after 1000 years 
of virtual paradise, there would still be anyone left on Earth who would be foolish 
enough to join a coup and try to overthrow this perfect system? That just teaches us 
something about the free will and the faulty heart of mortal man, and the persuasive 
power of satan who could sell snow to an Eskimo. It also shows why people here and 
now still reject Jesus’s offer of eternal life and abundant life and peace and hope and 
joy unspeakable in favor of the misery they have in this life. It shows why satan still has 
success getting people to trade away their precious gifts from God such as their health 
and their purity and their innocence for the putrid rotting filth Hell has to offer.  

IV. The	Great	White	Throne	Judgment		
11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens fled 
from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and 
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the 
books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that 
were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. 14 Then death and 
Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.15 Anyone whose 
name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

A. You	don’t	want	to	be	there	
Described as the second death. It is the resurrection of the wicked dead from the 
beginning of time, and they all stand pathetically without hope before the great white 
throne of God as the books are opened, one of which is specifically identified as the 
Book of Life.  
Not to be confused with the judgment seat of Christ where saints are rewarded, this is 
the judgment where only the sinners appear before God and are sentenced for eternity.  

B. The	walking	dead	
One has to wonder about the state of the resurrected wicked. The resurrected righteous 
are promised incorruptible, immortal bodies; bodies sown in weakness but raised in 
power. There is no promise ever implied that the diseased, tattered bodies of the wicked 
will be perfected in the resurrection. The scene of all the wicked dead raised back to life 
might more accurately be depicted as the ultimate gathering of zombies.  
The many books present indicate God keeps impeccable records and the case against 
these people will be irrefutable. The Book of Life is opened merely as a formality to 
prove their name is not there.  
This is as gravely serious event. There will be no laughing or mocking or arrogant 
attitudes. The godless people here and now don’t flinch in mocking God. They will not 
be able to muster up their stupid smirk on judgment day. The fact is, no matter how 
some may ridicule and mock God today, one day – guaranteed – every knee will bow 
and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.  


