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 Revelation 19 
The first 8 verses of this chapter give the account of the worship, celebration, and 
rejoicing taking place in Heaven at the conclusion of the destruction of Babylon 
on earth. There are three waves of praise that break out.  
The first is described as a roar of a great multitude, and they are rejoicing 
specifically because Babylon has been destroyed by God’s judgment.  
“Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are his judgments. 
He has condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. 
He has avenged on her the blood of his servants.” 
Then, the twenty four elders add their approval by saying “Amen, Hallelujah.” 
A voice comes from the throne further encouraging everyone to continue giving 
praise to God. 
“Praise our God, all you his servants, you who fear him, both great and small!” 
Then John hears the third wave of rejoicing, again by so great a multitude that it 
is likened to the roar of rushing waters and the peal of thunder. This time, they 
are rejoicing over the fact that the time of the big wedding is finally at hand.  
“Hallelujah! 
    For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! 
For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 
8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” 

Here are a few observations about what we have just read.  

A. Hallelujah	
First, each chorus is punctuated with the word “Hallelujah”. That is a Hebrew 
word that meant “Praise Yahweh”. The word is never found anywhere else in 
scripture except here in Revelation. However, that is only because of the 
translators. In the Hebrew, the word Hallelujah is found in Psalms 23 times, but 
always translated “Praise ye the Lord” (KJV).  
In this passage the translators chose this time to keep the original word 
“Hallelujah” instead of translating it “Praise the Lord” because the meaning would 
have been immediately understood to the original readers, even though not as 
apparent to us as the phrase “Praise the Lord”.  

B. Reasons	to	Praise	God	
First, he is a God of perfect justice. Even though it might sound like the 
occupants of Heaven are gloating over the brutal destruction of Babylon, they 
have every right to rejoice and praise God that justice has finally been served. 
After God has patiently called for their repentance and given them repeated 
opportunities to turn from their wickedness and surrender to Him, and after they 
had consistently rejected Him at ever level, God has no other alternative but to 
judge the wicked. That makes God a God of justice, and everyone cries out for 
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justice. Those who accuse God of being an angry despot carelessly slaughtering 
innocent people on a whim simply don’t understand God is always just in His 
judgment.  

Second,	they	praise	God	because	the	anticipated	“wedding”	is	now	at	hand.		
“Hallelujah! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 7 Let us rejoice and be glad 
    and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made 
herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear.” 

Ancient Jewish writings frequently used the wedding and wedding banquet 
metaphors in connection with the coming of the Messiah. The application being 
that the redeemed in Heaven comprise the “bride” and Christ is the groom. It is a 
metaphor that simply describes the celebration of those who endured faithfully to 
the end and will be eternally united with the one who gave Himself in sacrifice for 
them. We may love Him and serve Him now, but we are not yet with Him. The 
wedding will not be held until the last person from earth is redeemed and in 
Heaven. Then all the saints of  all the ages from righteous Abel to the last martyr 
in Revelation will be ceremoniously joined together with Christ for all eternity.  

C. The	Filthy	Harlot	and	the	Beautiful	Bride	
Lastly, notice the sharp contrast in this chapter between the two female 
characters. Babylon was so vile, so wretched, so wicked she was depicted as a 
drunken harlot, dressed in showy opulent clothing and adorned with flashy 
jewelry, and holding a cup full of abominations. At the total opposite end of the 
spectrum we have the pure Bride of Christ, despised and persecuted by the 
world, murdered by the great harlot, now standing spotless before God looking 
like the most gorgeous bride imaginable. She is adorned in fine linen, bright and 
clean. And in a rare moment, John delivers the interpretation for us: “Fine linen 
stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people”.  
While on earth, the pure, spotless, bride of Christ is hated and persecuted by the 
world and the filthy, drunken harlot is worshipped and adored. That perfectly 
exemplifies the mentality of the world even in this day and age. What is pure and 
righteous and holy and godly is despised, but what is filthy and wicked is honored 
and celebrated and worshipped.  

II. The	Return	of	the	King	
11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is 
called Faithful and True. With justice he judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like 
blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one 
knows but he himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the 
Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and 
dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with 
which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On his robe and on his thigh he 
has this name written: king of kings and lord of lords. 

A. The	ultimate	answer	to	the	world’s	taunting	question	
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Remember in the 13th chapter the beast arises out of the sea. So grand, so 
impressive, so powerful, the world fawns after the beast. The beast is seen as 
the world’s secret weapon. Finally they have that one perfect person they have 
long been searching for, that powerful, charismatic contender who has been 
groomed by Hell to literally face off against God in the final battle. This is Hell’s 
answer God’s gift to the world. This is Hell’s gift to the world, and the two will 
soon meet. You can hear the roar of the crowd cheering the Beast and singing 
his praise. “Who is like the Beast? Who can wage war against it?”  
This boasting and this taunting reminds us of the days when Goliath marched 
before Israel daily calling for them to send out their best man. Goliath looked 
invincible. He believed himself to be invincible. And here is Antichrist, the world’s 
favorite contender for the championship crown. They believe 100% in their man. 
They have literally sold their soul to put down their bet on him. One can imagine 
the hype surrounding this upcoming match. Hell’s best vs Heaven’s best. The 
slogan that headlines every piece of propaganda reads:  
“Who is like the Beast? Who can wage war against it?”  
But out of Heaven John sees the Champion, riding in on a white stallion, followed 
by his army numbering in the millions, all dressed in pure white and riding white 
steeds. The sight must be blinding to a world fixated on darkness. On closer 
investigation, these are the people they just got through executing. These are the 
saints through all the ages that lost their earthly battle to win their Heavenly 
crown. The Beast already starts his trash talking as the champion steps into the 
ring. But this is not the silent lamb that was led to the slaughter at Calvary. This is 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah. John notices his eyes are blazing like fire. On His 
Head are all the crowns from his previous victories, reminding us of his 
unblemished record. He has never lost a fight! And his robe – his robe is blood 
red. Not just stained, but crimson red from having been dipped in blood. Out of 
his mouth comes a sharp sword with which He will demolish the nations. His 
nickname is familiarly known as “The Word of God.” And on His robe and on his 
thigh is written his name: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS 
The world boasts “Who is like the Beast? Who can make war with it?”  
And then the grand champion arrives.  
The stage is being set. In preparation for the certain defeat of Antichrist, God 
does this fascinating thing. We would describe is as God playing head games 
with the opponent. He gathers all the vultures together and has them perched 
and ready to feast on the flesh of the defeated foe. It is like a boxer hiring an 
undertaker to stand in the opponent’s corner.  
Here is another powerful contrast you may have missed. The saints are dressed 
and ready for the great wedding banquet that will soon be held. On Hell’s side, 
another banquet is also being prepared, but in this case, the beast IS the 
banquet, he and all his followers.  
The beast gathers all his army together at the edge of the valley of Megiddo, all 
armed and ready to attack. Muhammad Ali hyped the Thriller in Manila and the 
Rumble in the Jungle. This is the Rally in the Valley! The air is thick with 
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anticipation, the horses champing at the bits, adrenaline pumping at full force, 
waiting only for the command. This is THE battle. This is not another one of 
those millions of little battles they fought for the past 6000 years. This is not 
David and Goliath. This is not Samson and Delilah. This is not Paul and his 
persecutors. This is not even Calvary. This is the final conflict. This is winner 
takes all. If the beast takes this battle, he wins it all. Calvary becomes a false 
victory. The resurrection becomes a meaningless parlor trick. The wedding 
banquet will be called off. This is it! The Beast must win this battle. There will not 
be a rematch. John’s full account of the war is all wrapped up in one paragraph. 
There was no fight. It was a knockout at the opening bell of the first round. Paul 
knew that when he wrote 
But then shall that wicked one be revealed whom the Lord shall destroy with the breath 
of his mouth and the brightness of His coming!  (2 Thes 2:8) 
In John’s brief description he simply says: 
20 But the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who had performed the 
signs on its behalf. ... The two of them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning 
sulfur. 21 The rest were killed with the sword coming out of the mouth of the rider on the 
horse, and all the birds gorged themselves on their flesh.  

That is all there is to it. He just shows up and the Beast is done. The reason is 
because the battle was already won two thousand years ago. Christ doesn’t have 
to enter into any conflict again. It is done. It is over.  
I am not anxious about the outcome of the future battle. It has already been won. 
I am just anxious about how long we have to wait to see Christ come put an end 
to all this wicked insanity. It can’t come soon enough for me. I am ready.  
 

	
 
 


