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Revelation 17-18 

I. The	Drunken	Whore	
A. About	Babylon	

Scholars debate the identity of Babylon and Mystery Babylon. The most popular 
interpretation in the school of Dispensationalism is that Babylon is a literal city in the latter 
days that becomes a world hub of commerce and trade. At the same time the city is 
notoriously wicked. Even dispensationalists debate whether the literal city of Babylon will 
be rebuilt or if another city is symbolically referred to as Babylon. Some scholars believe 
Mystery Babylon is just another name for Babylon, while others believe Mystery Babylon 
is the religion of Antichrist’s kingdom. Speculation is entertaining, but inconclusive. 
However, it is abundantly clear that Babylon is powerful and indescribably vile and will be 
the object of God’s unbridled wrath. The seven vial or bowl judgments demonstrate the 
most intense judgments of God poured out on the world, and focus of these judgments 
will be Babylon, recognized as epicenter of the world’s wickedness, the snake’s head so 
to speak. When God takes out Babylon, He takes out the fountainhead. Interestingly, the 
beast with the ten horns (kings) will become vexed with Babylon and will seek to destroy 
her, which very likely is a matter of jealousy. Babylon becomes wildly popular with the 
rest of the world while Antichrist is demanding total allegiance and worship. It could also 
be that Babylon had its own religious system that conflicted with Antichrist and his 
demand for worship. Although Babylon was judged and destroyed by God’s judgment, 
the beast and the ten horns participate in her destruction.  
16 The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave 
her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts to 
accomplish his purpose by agreeing to hand over to the beast their royal authority,until God’s 
words are fulfilled.  

B. If	God	hates	wickedness,	what	about	us?	
Who can read of the judgment of Babylon and not consider the wickedness of the world 
we now live in and how God feels about it? I was born in the 1950’s and am a first-hand 
eyewitness of the downward spiral of our nation in the past sixty years. Those who have 
not lived through the transition may not be able to see it. Those who were born in the 
eighties or nineties don’t have as good a perspective. They can’t see what the older 
generation sees. A couple of years ago, I had posted on Facebook about the decline of 
America and a young man who was a part of the youth group in my church back in the 
1990’s -now a young man in his 30’s- wanted to argue the point. He insisted I was the 
one who grew up in a dark, perverted era and we have made vast improvements since 
the mid 1900’s. He believed America was a much better place to live today than sixty 
years ago. He is a victim of brainwashing, courtesy of our liberal-minded universities that 
have been hijacked by secularists and humanists. These kinds of people have no 
Biblically based moral compass and don’t have a clue how to measure spiritual 
declension. Their criteria are social justice and economic equality.  
Sixty million babies murdered in the womb since 1973 means nothing to them because it 
is legal. The only crime they see is when it was illegal and desperate women were forced 
to seek abortions in back alleys. To them, that makes us a much better nation than we 
used to be.  
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Sexual perversions mean nothing because they are legalized and normalized. Now any 
and every perversion is openly welcomed and celebrated and encouraged.  
Hatred and bigotry and violence mean nothing when used as tools to achieve some 
social agenda.  
Paul warned about this in his letter to the Romans: 
28 Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, so God 
gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 29 They have 
become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, 
murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 30 slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and 
boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; 31 they have no understanding, 
no fidelity, no love, no mercy. 32 Although they know God’s righteous decree that those who do 
such things deserve death, they not only continue to do these very things but also approve of those 
who practice them.  (Romans 1) 
Notice the closing words in that passage. Judgment is not only against those who 
practice, but also against those who approve.  
One of the slick lies Hell has managed to promote in this day and age is that it is none of 
our business what others do as long as they leave me alone. This philosophy has been 
promoted and advanced as one of the major pillars of libertarianism. Libertarianism 
basically says . Second, the government has no business delving into the private matters 
of individuals UNLESS the government can demonstrate such behavior causes harm to 
someone else. For example, the government has no business regulating issues of 
morality or sexuality because those are believed to be personal, private matters that have 
no bearing on anyone else but the individual who chooses to participate. This is all under 
the umbrella of what is conveniently called the “no harm” argument.  How often have you 
heard someone say they may personally believe marriage is to be between man and 
woman only, but if someone else wants to have a same-sex marriage, they can do 
whatever they want. They aren’t harming me. “No harm” argument.  
That sounds very appealing in this day and age when “tolerance” is touted as the highest 
moral ideal. The problem is the faulty standard people use to define “no harm.” They 
assume if they are not physically, personally harmed, there is no harm. There is no 
consideration to the damage that is done to society. There is an unrealistic assumption 
that either there is no connection between a person’s private behavior and the public 
good, or that protecting a person’s right to private behavior is more important than 
insuring the public good.  
This “no harm” argument seems to ignore the fact that humans are social beings. We are 
intricately connected in various social networks i.e. neighborhoods, social clubs, 
churches, schools, the workplace. So what if my neighbor wants to watch the most 
disgusting pornography in the privacy of his own home? The libertarian argument is, 
“How does that harm you?” Or if my neighbor chooses to engage in homosexual behavior 
in the privacy of his own home? Or, by extension of that logic, if a woman chooses to 
sleep around, get pregnant, then go get an abortion to kill the baby, then why should I 
care and how does that harm me?  
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Because we are intricately connected, what people do in private inevitably has a public 
impact. Viewing pornography correlates to increased cases of domestic violence and 
sexual abuse.  
Americans have largely bought into the “no harm” delusion, gladly allowing any kind of 
behavior that is considered personal, or “private”.  
Second, the wickedness of our nation can be seen in how we entertain ourselves. 
Research shows that by the time a child reaches the age of sixteen, he or she will have 
witnessed on television or video over 26,000 overt acts of sex, 400,000 sexual references 
or innuendos, and 200,000 acts of violence including 33,000 murders.  
We are experiencing the slow, methodical destruction of America. We have slid farther 
down than I ever imagined without incurring the wrath of God. Babylon may be the future 
pit of wickedness, but America is the opening act. Those who are driving the direction of 
our nation have totally lost any semblance of a moral bearing.  

C. How	Bad	Can	It	Get?	
In chapter 17, is a summary description of the wickedness of Babylon. Basically, she is 
called a drunken whore who seduced the kings of the world. 
She is called the mother of prostitutes. 
She made the nations drunk with the wine of her adulteries.  
She held a golden cup filled with abominable things and the filth of her adulteries.  
She was drunk on the blood God’s holy people.  
Chapter 18 describes the fall of Babylon in more detail. A list is given of about 27 
products Babylon was famous for – from spices to food to animals. But the shocker is the 
final product – Babylon trafficked in human slavery.  
All of these items depict the massive wealth of Babylon. Filthy rich and filthy wicked, yet 
worshiped and adored by the nations of the earth. People view the smoldering remains of 
Babylon from a distance and weep and mourn and wail for the great loss.  
Then as an angel throws a massive boulder into the sea, he cries out against Babylon: 
Never again will music be heard, nor the sound of any tradesmen, nor the hum of 
factories. The bright lights of the city will be permanently snuffed out. This is all vibrant, 
colorful language depicting the utter ruin of this powerful center of world commerce that 
nobody ever dreamed could come to complete ruin. The Bible says repeatedly “in one 
hour”, which even if symbolic, means a very sudden destruction.  
There is also a brief mention of Babylon’s use of sorceries to help deceive the nations, 
alluding to supernatural manifestations.  
Yet the one issue that John keeps focusing on is found again at the end of chapter 18:  
In her was found the blood of prophets and of God’s holy people, 
    of all who have been slaughtered on the earth.” (18:14) 

II. Come	out	of	Babylon!	
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The early church would have read this and unquestionably made application to Rome. 
Rome was an evil world empire enriched by commerce with the nations of the world. 
Rome fell.  
But there have been many Babylons throughout history that came to ruin because of 
wickedness. Wicked empires simply don’t survive.  
But the fall of this future Babylon represents the final chapter of the world’s history of 
wickedness. This one is followed by the triumphant return of Christ to completely defeat 
Antichrist and dismantle his kingdom.  
But God’s judgment on Babylon is preceded by a fair warning.  
4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: 
“‘Come out of her, my people,’ so that you will not share in her sins, 
    so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 
Once again, we see that God is not interested in pouring his judgment out on innocent or 
repentant people. He makes the last minute call to all who will heed.  
The most dangerous thing we as modern day Christians in America can do is simply 
acclimate ourselves to the fallen conditions of our nation. We can’t keep excusing sin and 
accommodating sin. We can’t buy into the world’s values. If we truly believe the Bible 
calls fornication and adultery a sin, we can’t help our friends celebrate their fornication 
and adulterous lives. If we believe murder is wrong, we can’t support the abortion trade or 
appoint those to leadership who support abortion. If we truly believe same-sex relations 
are a mockery of God’s design and plan for us, we can’t applaud and approve those who 
practice such things. If we truly believe God abhors violence, we can’t find our 
entertainment in violence.  
In the fourth century, a monk named Telemachus sacrificed himself to put a stop to the 
barbaric gladiatorial games in Rome. Here is the actual historical account from Theodoret 
of Cyrus.   
"Honorius, who inherited the empire of Europe, put a stop to the gladitorial combats which had 
long been held at Rome.  The occasion of his doing so arose from the following circumstance.  A 
certain man of the name of Telemachus had embraced the ascetic life.  He had set out from the 
East and for this reason had repaired to Rome.  There, when the abominable spectacle was being 
exhibited, he went himself into the stadium, and stepping down into the arena, endeavoured to 
stop the men who were wielding their weapons against one another.  The spectators of the 
slaughter were indignant, and inspired by the triad fury of the demon who delights in those bloody 
deeds, stoned the peacemaker to death.” 

Romans had acclimated themselves to this barbarism and made it their most popular 
form of entertainment. They watched men die for sport. America is not so different. We 
find great violence very entertaining. Video games that glorify violence reach out to our 
kids and take them captive.  
Come out of Babylon! Judgment is coming. Rescue yourselves and your family from 
God’s wrath. He is calling his people to come out! Come out! 
 


