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I. 	Chapter	15	–	Preparing	For	the	Showdown	
I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—last, 
because with them God’s wrath is completed. 2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing 
with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and its 
image and over the number of its name.  (Revelation 15:1-2) 

The 15th chapter is mostly informational, introducing the seven bowl judgments which 
will be described in more detail in the following chapters. John is allowed to see the 
mechanics in Heaven behind the execution of the bowl judgments upon the earth. He 
sees the tribulation martyrs standing on a fiery sea of glass singing the song of Moses 
and of the Lamb. Then John sees the seven appointed angels emerging from the 
Heavenly temple while one of the four living creatures distributes seven bowls, one to 
each of the seven angels in preparation for the angels to pour out the seven judgments 
upon the earth. All of the is detail of the action “behind the scenes” reminds us that what 
is coming upon the earth is not mere random acts of natural disasters. God has highly 
orchestrated every detail and the plan is systematically executed by the servants in 
Heaven with careful attention to every detail. 

A. Is	this	judgment,	or	natural	disasters?	
Make no mistake. When God’s judgment comes upon the earth, many will attempt to 
explain them away as rare, but naturally occurring events. Those with wicked 
dispositions will stubbornly refuse to publically acknowledge the hand of God in these 
matters.  
Pharaoh had a similar experience. God instructed Moses to give proof before Pharaoh 
that he (Moses) had been sent from God by performing miracles and sending plagues 
upon Egypt. It worked for three of the miracles (the rod/serpent miracle; the plague of 
blood; the plague of frogs). The ability of the sorcerers and magicians to seemingly 
duplicate these feats caused Pharaoh to remain unconvinced the God of Moses was 
anything special. Even if the magicians used tricks and manipulation, their response 
seemed to cheapen what Moses did. But after that the magicians could not keep pace 
with Moses as he performed things the magicians could not duplicate. Although at a 
loss of any logical explanation, Pharaoh remained stubbornly resistant.   
We have already seen thus far in Revelation the stubborn resistance of the world to 
surrender to God, even when pelted with judgment. They either explained everything 
away, or they simply hardened their hearts to the plain truth.  
God will provide ample evidence so that there is no excuse for not believing, no excuse 
for refusing to answer the repeated calls to repentance. The judgments are no accident. 
They are the hand of God.  

B. The	Song	of	Moses	and	of	the	Lamb	
“Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. 
Just and true are your ways, King of the nations.[a] 
4 Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your name?  
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For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you,  
for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 
The “song of the Lamb” not only directly refers to giving praise to Jesus for His 
delivering power, but also the miraculous protection provided by God through the blood 
shed by the sacrificial Passover lambs in in Egypt.  
The song Moses and Israel sang in Exodus 15 was spawned by their miraculous 
deliverance from Egypt and the subsequent drowning of Pharaoh’s army in the Red 
Sea. When the children of Israel saw the army had been destroyed and they were free, 
they felt like singing. And here is what their song was about: 
“I will sing to the Lord, for he is highly exalted. Both horse and driver 
    he has hurled into the sea. 
2 “The Lord is my strength and my defense[a]; he has become my salvation. 
He is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
3 The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is his name. 4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army 
    he has hurled into the sea. The best of Pharaoh’s officers 
    are drowned in the Red Sea.[b] 5 The deep waters have covered them; 
    they sank to the depths like a stone. 6 Your right hand, Lord, 
    was majestic in power. Your right hand, Lord, shattered the enemy. 

It all sounds so Unchristian-like to sing a song celebrating the ruthless destruction of 
your enemy. Certainly this doesn’t give us license to gloat when our persecutors suffer, 
but there does come a time when God sovereignly moves against those who oppose 
Him, those who persecute His people, and at such times it is legitimately in order to 
praise God for executing His judgment because His judgment is righteous and perfect.  

C. Spiritual	Warfare	
And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing with fire and, standing beside the sea, those 
who had been victorious over the beast and its image and over the number of its name.   
There is a fascinating bit of information in this verse. Those who were victorious over 
the beast were those who were killed by the beast. In dying, they prevailed.  
What sometimes looks like defeat to us is really victory. This is one of those truths you 
need to commit to memory and keep it ready for daily reference. You need to carry this 
nugget of truth to regularly encourage yourself along life’s journey.  
There are times in serving God that you can only be victorious and successful by 
suffering earthly loss. The kernel of wheat dies and falls into the ground in order to bring 
forth a new harvest. Satan chalked Calvary up to a win in his column. But it was through 
His death on Calvary that Christ actually gained the victory.  
Every funeral I have ever been part of has been punctuated by frequent references to 
loss. “Sorry for your loss.” “We have lost a father, a brother, a spouse, a good friend.” 
But those who die in faith in Christ gain victory through death. “O death where is your 
sting? O grave, where is your victory?”  
The enemy will use every negative circumstance, every hardship, every difficulty, and 
every trial to taunt you that you have failed, you have lost. And what is even more 
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difficult is that sometimes we actually do suffer earthly loss. But what sometimes fail to 
see is how the earthly loss was necessary to winning the spiritual battle. Hell truly 
believed the execution of Christian martyrs was a sure sign of victory for them. But the 
blood of the martyrs fertilized the field and brought forth an even greater harvest of 
souls.  The Beast had conquered these martyrs on earth. The martyrs are then seen in 
Heaven singing their song of victory over the Beast.  

II. Chapter	16	–	God	Turns	Up	The	Heat	
This is a heavy chapter. We have the description of the seven vial or bowl judgments 
and the one and only mention of the word Armageddon in the entire Bible.  
The bowl judgments are severe. Although students of this prophetic book debate many 
of the details, most of them agree that the bowl judgments are the harshest of all the 
judgments God sends on the earth. Some see this as the major indicator of having 
entered the deepest, most severe phase of the tribulation.  
As each angel methodically and systematically pours out the bowl of judgment on the 
earth, we have the unmistakable sense of heaping judgments upon one another in 
unbroken sequence. If the people of earth had previously passed all the judgments of 
God off as merely coincidental natural disasters, this series of judgments, which include 
miraculous manifestations that defy logical and scientific explanation, give 
unquestionable testimony that this is not some ordinary natural cataclysm. This is 
divinely ordered judgment.  
First bowl – those who worship the beast and have unrepentingly taken his mark are all 
suddenly stricken with mysterious festering sores. You have to know that even at this 
early point in the bowl judgments these people know something supernatural is 
happening to them. Medical science will be clueless. This has all the signs of divine 
judgment. You know how humans have the tendency to ask, “What did I ever do to 
deserve this?” as though they are trying to decode the karma in their life? That will be 
the common question in that day.  
Second bowl – The sea turns to blood and all sea life dies. The horrible stench that 
ensues will be repulsive and nauseating.  
Third bowl – Fresh inland waters are also turned to blood. The squeeze play is on, 
slowly depriving the world of all sources of water. The angel of the waters explains that 
the waters turning to blood is poetic justice for the occupants of earth who had been 
responsible for shedding the blood of God’s children. If it is blood they crave, it is blood 
they will have. Drink up!!! 
Fourth bowl – The heat of the sun is increased to the point of scorching people. We are 
not talking about a nasty sunburn for having been in the direct sun for eight hours 
straight. We are talking about the same effects as standing too close to a bonfire, but 
having no place to escape. Just enough to scorch them, but not enough to kill them. 
The side note is that they cursed God for their pain and their sores, but they stubbornly 
refused to repent.  
Fifth bowl – The kingdom of the Antichrist is plunged into total darkness. I read a novel 
describing what life might be like here in America if we are hit with an EMP attack and 
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the grid goes down. You rarely stop to think how crippled we would be to have all the 
electricity down for months. No refrigeration for storing food and medicine. No fuel being 
produced or delivered. No water treatment. But this plague is even worse. Total 
darkness falling on people who are already full of sores and scorched by the heat. They 
will gnaw their tongues and continue to curse God, still refusing to repent.  
Sixth bowl – The Euphrates is dried up, preparing the way for an invasion. With modern 
technology rivers are not necessarily effective barriers against invasion, but the ancients 
reading this would have understood the frightening implications of having their natural 
protective boundaries suddenly removed. Even if this is only symbolic, it still symbolizes 
the vulnerability of the kingdom of Antichrist made possible by the power of God. 
Whatever Antichrist would rely on for security and protection, it will be stripped away.  
During the time of the sixth bowl judgment, John sees vile frog-like spirits issuing out of 
the mouths of the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet as they rally the kings of the 
earth together in preparation for the great showdown against God, and they are all 
gathered into the place called Armageddon. Notice the three steps of decline. The 
occupants of earth at first stubbornly refused to acknowledge God. Then they 
acknowledge the judgments are from him but refuse to surrender to him. Now they 
prepare to go to battle against him. They are truly delusional. Then a proclamation from 
God is inserted into the narrative: 
“Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as not to 
go naked and be shamefully exposed.” 
God gives warning after warning and they refuse to listen.  
Seventh bowl – Unlike the previous bowls, this bowl is poured into the air. A voice from 
Heaven declares “It is done!” The, bolts of lightening and crashing thunder that warn of 
the storm that is coming, then a series of massive earthquakes far surpassing the worst 
earthquakes on record shake the world and split Babylon into three parts and the great 
cities of nations around the world completely collapse. Babylon, who famously made the 
nations drink of the filthy cup of her adulteries, now is made to drink of God’s cup filled 
with the wine of the fury of his wrath. And for a final touch, hailstones weighing about 
100 lbs. each rained down on the people. And the people cursed God.  
They rejected God and cursed Him. They turned their wicked hand against God’s 
children here on earth. Don’t mess with someone’s children! God won’t stand for them 
to take their grievance against him out on His children. He is that kind of Father! He 
doesn’t passively sit by and watch his children suffer at the hands of the enemy without 
being touched by what He sees. He will avenge His own and we get to watch as our 
Heavenly Father exacts vengeance on those who touched his family. In the whole 
scheme of things, we are on the right side! Just hold on!  
 


