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I. The	144,000	
There are six characteristics of the 144,000 listed. Three of them have to do with moral 
integrity. Therefore I will group them accordingly.  

A. They	sang	a	new	song	
B. They	followed	the	Lamb	wherever	He	goes	
C. Purchased	from	mankind	and	offered	as	firstfruits	to	God	

The next three I have grouped together by their common theme of moral integrity. 

D. They	did	not	defile	themselves	with	women	
God used sexual and marital metaphors to describe the vacillating relationship Israel had 
with Him. When they strayed, they were likened to an unfaithful bride and described as 
spiritual adulterers.  
Furthermore in that era, in that culture, it would have been common practice for active 
duty soldiers to refrain from having relationships with women so they could focus on their 
military duties. That these 144,000 are described as virgins at the very minimum alludes 
to their spiritual faithfulness and discipline – their unadulterated relationship with God.  

E. No	lie	found	in	their	mouth	
The second characteristic alludes to integrity in their speech. The fact they are celebrated 
as honest and truthful contrasts powerfully with the immoral decadence of the world 
described in the previous chapter. There, we find lying and deceit to be a prominent 
feature in the Antichrist narrative.  

F. Blameless	(without	blemish?)	
This should be a reminder to us that our salvation is not simply about being forgiven, but 
also about our obedience to God. We are unquestionably saved by grace – unmerited 
favor. But then we are obligated to live our life according to God’s standards. If we 
willfully refuse to comply, we put our salvation at risk.  

II. God’s	Promises	Will	Carry	Us	
A. Three	angelic	announcements	and	one	unidentified	voice	

Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who 
live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear 
God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the 
heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

8 A second angel followed and said, “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great,’ which made all the 
nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.” 
9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its 
image and receives its mark on their forehead or on their hand,10 they, too, will drink the wine of 
God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. They will be tormented 
with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their 
torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day or night for those who worship the 
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beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its name.” 12 This calls for patient 
endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands and remain faithful to Jesus. 

Three proclamations of judgment are made: A general judgment, judgment against 
Babylon, and judgment against the beast. Then, there is a fourth unidentified voice out of 
Heaven that proclaims: 
“Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.” 
Let me first draw your attention to the fact that the first angel is said to be proclaiming the 
“eternal gospel” to all the inhabitants of the earth. However, we don’t see any of the 
gospel as we understand it in his message. In this case the “gospel” or “good news” he is 
proclaiming is the declaration of the coming judgment of God followed by the command 
for all to worship God. That may not seem like good news to everyone, but it is good 
news to those on earth who will heed this warning. It is good news to those who are 
remaining faithful to God without regard for the persecution they are facing. It is good 
news for the redeemed in Heaven who rejoice God is truly vindicating them and bringing 
justice through judgment. It just isn’t good news to those who are about to be judged. But 
that is the way it is with good news. It depends on which side of the fence you are on.  
The proclamations are promises of God, reminders of His faithfulness and messages of 
encouragement. We need those reminders from time to time. Here in the midst of this 
narrative in Revelation when Antichrist is wreaking havoc on the world and martyrs are 
being slaughtered and the world thinks they have all the momentum – it is in times like 
this that it is easy to despair. It is in these times of despair when the enemy goes to work 
with his propaganda, trying to convince us it is over and he pushes us for surrender. The 
closer the enemy is to completely losing the battle the harder he pushes you to 
surrender.  Or, flip that around: the harder the enemy is pushing, the closer you are to 
victory.  

III. The	Judgments	
A. The	general	judgment	announced	by	the	first	angel	

This is simply a general introduction to the judgments of God that will follow. 
The following two angels give a more detailed account of the coming judgments 

B. The	judgment	of	Babylon	announced	by	the	second	angel	
Scholars debate whether this is a literal revival of Babylon or if Babylon is symbolic. Early 
Jewish literature commonly referred to Rome as Babylon. If the literal Babylon will be 
rebuilt, that would occur in modern day Iraq, the location of the original city of Babylon.  
Regardless, this is a wicked center of power in the last days that dominates world 
commerce and becomes the center of worldwide worship. The wickedness of Babylon is 
graphically depicted in metaphorical terms –  
She “made all nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries.”  

We will see more about Babylon in the coming chapters.  

C. The	judgment	of	the	followers	of	Antichrist	announced	by	the	third	angel	
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There is more detail of the judgment of Antichrist’s followers in this passage then there is 
in the previous to announcements of judgment.  
In the previous chapter, the second beast the rises out of the earth - aka the false 
prophet – demands everyone worship the image of the beast in the temple. They will be 
forced to prove their allegiance to the beast by receiving his mark on their hand or 
forehead. Failure to worship the beast will result in execution. The campaign to imprint 
the mark on everyone will be reinforced by making it impossible for anyone to buy or sell 
without the mark. Such an arrangement will eventually flush out those who refuse to 
comply and they will be executed for refusing to cooperate with and support the beast.  
In the fourteenth chapter, we see God reversing the circumstances. While the false 
prophet slaughtered all those who refused to pledge allegiance to the beast, God brings 
harsh judgment on all those who DID surrender to the beast. All those without the mark 
were killed by the false prophet. All those who received the mark are killed by God. But 
the two punishments are not equal. All that can happen to the saints is to be killed. That 
is nothing but a means of graduation into eternal life with God. But look at the judgment 
of God against the followers of Antichrist: 
A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its 
image and receives its mark on their forehead or on their hand,10 they, too, will drink the wine of 
God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. They will be tormented 
with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their 
torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day or night for those who worship the 
beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its name.”   

Let’s talk for a moment about the mark of the beast.  
The mark of the beast is a popular subject of speculation in these end times. A great deal 
of misinformation has been published and caused too much unnecessary fear. Before I 
dispel some common myths, please allow me a moment for some light-hearted humor. 
Here is a parody on the modern day propaganda on the mark of the beast. 
660 is the approximate number of the beast. 
DCLXVI – Roman numeral of the beast 
666.000000 – Number of the high precision beast 
.666 – Number of the millibeast 
1010011010 – binary number of the beast 
1-666 – area code of the Beast 
00666 – postal code of the Beast 
$665.95 – retail price of the Beast 
$769.95 – retail price of the Beast with all accessories 
Route 666 – Way of the Beast 
666F – Oven temperature for roast Beast 
666I – BMW of the Beast 
668 – Neighbor to the Beast 
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Now I know the mark of the beast is a very serious matter. But the irrational fears of the 
beast and the conspiracy theories about the beast are ridiculous and laughable. Let’s 
move on to a more serious note.  
The first myth we need to dispel is that taking the mark is an unforgivable, unredeemable, 
act of rebellion against God. When the vials are being poured out and the people are 
suffering almost indescribable agony, the Bible says they still refused to repent. The 
implication is that they should have and they could have repented. In fact, as we have 
said before God’s judgments in Revelation are not simply punishment for the wicked, but 
they are also calls to repentance. Just because many will not repent, does not mean they 
could not repent.  
The second myth we need to dispel is that the mark of the beast will be subtly imposed 
on people – that we need to be careful what we do lest we accidentally take the mark of 
the beast. This is a critically important point to grasp. There has been too much 
unnecessary fear mongering over the mark of the beast. When bar codes were first 
introduced, Christian television talk shows were abuzz with conspiracy theories about the 
bar codes being connected to the mark of the beast. Now we have the technology to 
implant chips in people that can be scanned for identification or potentially for commercial 
transactions. Once again alarms are being sounded about the mark of the beast. This is 
emphatically NOT the mark of the beast. I am not saying I approve. I don’t like the idea. I 
don’t want a chip under my skin. I despise the idea, but it is not because I fear I will have 
sold my soul to the devil. I have other more practical reasons for not wanting such an 
invasive procedure. But I can guarantee the mark of the beast will be a straight-forward 
proposition, not something that will sneak up on you.  

IV. The	Harvest	and	the	Winepress	
John sees an angel with a sickle. Two other angels give commands to this angel. The 
first angel commands the angel with the sickle harvest the grain from the earth. This 
seems to symbolize the harvest of souls, in keeping with the theme of the 144,000 being 
called the firstfruits of the harvest in the early part of this chapter.  
The second angel commands the angel with the sickle to harvest the grapes and throw 
them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. This is unmistakably language used of 
judgment.   
20 They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as 
high as the horses’ bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia. (180 miles) 

In the 63rd chapter Isaiah records his prophetic vision of God trampling the wicked like 
grapes in a wine press, his garments stained with their blood. Here, the blood is said to 
flow the horses’ bridles. These are disturbing images depicting God’s wrath against evil. 
God clearly hates wickedness. We should hate sin and wickedness as well, but the fate 
of evil-doers is not in our hands. That is left to God. Our duty is to hate the sin and love 
the sinner.  
I am deeply concerned the doctrines of Hell and God’s judgment are missing from 21st 
century preaching in our country. These truths are great deterrents to sin. Where will you 
spend eternity?  


