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 4 John, 

To the seven churches in the province of Asia: 
Grace and peace to you from him who is, and who was, and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and has made us to be 
a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father—to him be glory and power for ever 
and ever! Amen. 
7 “Look, he is coming with the clouds,” 
    and “every eye will see him, 
even those who pierced him”; 
    and all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.” 
So shall it be! Amen. 

8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is 
to come, the Almighty.” 

The churches had their struggles. The pressure of persecution had taken its toll 
on many of them. It was not easy to hold the line against compromise. The first 
thing they needed to hear was to be reminded of the power and authority of 
Jesus, the one for whom they were suffering. Here are the reminders for 
encouragement 

I. Because	Of	Who	He	Is	
A. He	is	the	faithful	witness	

The only Christian martyr identified by name in the letter to the seven churches is 
Antipas from the church in Pergamos. Jesus calls him his “faithful witness”.  
When we are tested and tried, it is comforting to know that Jesus was also tested 
and tried. When we are persecuted, we have to remember Jesus was persecuted 
also. The martyrs must remember Jesus died for the cause. He does not ask us 
to endure while He fled for safety. He led the way for us. He blazed the trail. He 
only asks that we follow faithfully.  

B. He	is	the	firstborn	from	the	dead	
 He is risen. “If Christ be not risen then our faith is in vain.” We are not carrying 
on the mission of a dead prophet. We are serving a living Savior.  

C. He	is	the	ruler	of	the	kings	of	the	earth	
The supremacy of Jesus is a vital centerpiece of the message of this book. We 
will see more of this topic a little later.  

II. Because	of	What	He	Has	Done	
1. He	loves	us	
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One of the common temptations we face during our trials and struggles is to 
question God’s love for us. In the face of our tribulations, we wonder, “Does God 
even care? Is He angry with me? Has He forsaken me?” The world adds their 
opinions, too. “If God was truly a God of love, He wouldn’t allow you to suffer like 
this.” And when we doubt his love we despair, as one without hope.  
We need this reminder to carry us through our difficult times. From time to time, 
my wife asks, “Do you love me?” She ought to know I love her. But there are 
times we need that reassurance. It is the same with God. We ought to know He 
loves us. But from time to time, we need that reassurance.  

2. He	freed	us	from	our	sins	
Two of the top three things people want to hear spoken are “I love you” and “you 
are forgiven.” Most of you have probably heard the story of Paco who had a 
falling out with his father and ran away from home. The father didn’t know how to 
contact him, so he took out an ad in the paper saying, “Paco, all is forgiven. Meet 
me at the Montana Hotel on Tuesday, noon.” Over 800 young men named Paco 
showed up looking for their fathers.  
But notice this is more than forgiveness. I like the way that is phrased. It 
articulates the imprisoning nature of sin. Sin enslaves. It doesn’t cohabitate. It 
doesn’t partner with you. It conquers and enslaves. If you make a pact with the 
devil, you don’t become business partners. You sell your soul and he takes 
command. You are not only forgiven. You are set free! The prison door has been 
unlocked, the prison guard has been disabled and God has walked you out of 
your bondage.  

3. He	made	us	a	kingdom	and	priests	to	serve	the	Father	
Keep in mind that we are only a part of God’s master plan for establishing His 
kingdom. We are joined together in common purpose and effort with the saints of 
all the ages to fulfill God’s plan and purpose. We stand on the shoulders of those 
who have gone before us. Whatever trials and difficulties we face in the course of 
our service for God, it is all for a Divine purpose. We are not random products of 
evolution. We are created by God and charged with a purpose.  
All of these are powerful incentives to serve Jesus faithfully without compromise.  

III. Because	He	is	Coming	Again	
John was very fond of the promise of Christ’s return. After all, he had walked with 
the master and had learned to love him like no other. As much as our heart 
aches so deeply when our loved ones move away, so John missed Jesus.  
The death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus is the center piece of the gospel. But 
the promise of his return gives the message of the good news a whole new 
dimension. He is not only risen, but he is coming back again. We typically read 
the gospels with a historical mindset. The account of Jesus happened 2,000 
years ago and we completely missed it. We often wonder what it would have 
been like to have been there with Jesus, to have walked with him and be taught 
by him. But we can’t ignore the fact that the story isn’t totally relegated to history. 
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He is coming back! You can almost sense the excitement in John’s heart as he 
wrote these words: 
“ 2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made 
known. But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him 
as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. 
He not only died, he rose again. He not only ascended into Heaven, but He will 
come again!  

IV. Because	He	Is	Lord	Over	Everything	
A. He	rules	over	time	

Twice in this short passage John refers to God as “He who was, and is, and is to 
come.”  
The Greeks would sometimes refer to their gods by an alphabet letter. The 
primary definition of “pi” was “father god”.  
In the vestibule of the ancient Oracle of Delphi, so it is said, were three 
inscriptions on the walls. The first of these, and the most famous, read Gnothi 
seauton—'Know thyself'—while the second read Meden agan—'Nothing in 
excess'. The third was merely the letter E: a capital epsilon. The letter “E” 
seemed to be an reference to God.  
But John wanted to distinguish Jesus from all other so-called gods. He deserved 
more than just a special letter in the alphabet. John declared him to be Alpha and 
Omega. That is not meant to refer only to the first and last letter, but to the first, 
the last, and everything in between. While other gods had a letter, Jesus was the 
whole alphabet.  
The phrase “is, and was, and is to come” speaks of another attribute of Jesus. 
More than expressing that He is the self-existent eternal one, this also implies 
that He is the Lord of time. He is the ruler over time. He is the God over history. 
He is the God over the present. He is the God over all the future. Let’s make it 
more personal. He is the God over YOUR past, present, and future. Look at 
God’s history. He has a perfect record! The God of history is still God today, and 
is God over your future. If He never failed in the past, He will not fail you today. 
He is the same, reliable God for us that he was for all those who have gone 
before us. He never changes.  
There has never been a moment in all the past when God wasn’t there. There 
will never be a moment in all the future when God isn’t there. He is here right 
now. He always has been. We have a hard time remembering to think of God in 
his eternal, omnipresent, omnipotent, and omniscient state of being. We keep 
humanizing God. I think we get a little careless when we say something like, 
“God showed up.” He was there all the time.  

B. He	rules	over	everybody,	everything,	everywhere		
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is, and who was, and who is 
to come, THE ALMIGHTY.” 
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And not only is God the ruler over all time, He is the ruler over the universe.  
The Almighty! The pantocrator! This is in contrast to the Roman Caesars of the 
day were were autocrators. They were rulers over a very small region of the 
world. They ruled over a microdot within the universe. They thought they were 
pretty hot stuff. They thought they deserved worship. Christians would eventually 
have their faith put to the test to confess their allegiance to Caesar and renounce 
any higher authority.  
Remember the words of the angry Jewish leaders who demanded Jesus be 
crucified. Pilate said, “Here is your king.” The hysterical Jews cried out, “Crucify 
him! Crucify him! We have no king but Caesar!”  
But Christians would not cave in to the Roman authorities. The cry of true 
Christians is, “We have no king but Jesus.”   
He is the pantocrator. He is the Almighty! There is none above Him. There is 
none that stand equal to him.  
God, the Almighty, is a prominent theme in Revelation. God is called the 
Almighty nine times in this book, remarkable considering he is called the 
Almighty only one other time in the entire New Testament (2 Cor 6:18).  
The Asian churches were facing persecution at the hands of the Roman 
autocrator. They needed to be reminded they were serving the great pantocrator. 
They may have suffered under the might Caesar, but they were under marching 
orders from the Almighty Creator. What does it matter what any earthly authority 
says or does when we are on business for the Great Almighty ruler of the 
universe? 

V. In	Summary	
God is in control. No matter what difficulties we face, God is in control. Difficult 
times awaited those early churches, but God wanted them to know He was still in 
charge. If you can ride with God through the storm, He will bring you out the 
other side and give you the victory. Just hold on.  
 
 
 
 
 


