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I. The	Beasts	
The dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It had ten horns 
and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. 2 The beast 
I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The 
dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. 3 One of the heads of the beast 
seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was 
filled with wonder and followed the beast. 4 People worshiped the dragon because he had given 
authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who 
can wage war against it?” 

A. The	First	Beast	
This chapter is rich in symbolism and taunts the average reader to interpret with any 
certainty.  
There are very striking similarities between this beast and the beasts in Daniel 7. Ten 
horns. The Revelation beast has characteristics of the lion, bear, and leopard in Daniel. 
They have similar power and authority. They similarly speak blasphemous words. They 
wage war against God’s people. They are similarly worshipped.  
Because of these similarities many prophecy teachers believe the two visions are 
complementary, both pointing to a future empire and the person of Antichrist.  
Jewish tradition believed Rome would arise as a future empire to oppress God’s people. 
That belief would have significantly shaped thinking of the churches to whom this letter 
was written. Furthermore, Nero ruled from 54 A.D. to 68 A.D. He was a ruthless enemy of 
Christianity, famous for lighting Christians on fire to serve as human torches to light his 
imperial gardens at night and other brutal methods of torture. Even though at the time of 
John’s vision Nero was no longer ruling, rumors abounded that either Nero was still alive, 
or that he would return from the dead and rule again as the future antichrist. 
Consequently, it is easy to see why these early Christians would read Nero into this 
passage, (as represented by the beast). Craig Keener points out that the early traditional 
belief that Nero would return as the Antichrist was so deeply embedded into the culture 
that in the Armenian language the name “Nero” became the equivalent for Antichrist.  
Furthermore, later emperors who proved to be wicked were deemed to be the “new 
Nero”. So, even if some did not believe Nero would personally return from the dead, 
many believed the future Antichrist would come in the spirit of Nero, which is a legitimate 
association for that culture. Likewise, some today might liken the future Antichrist to 
Hitler, or Pol Pot or some other modern day ruthless maniac. Or, another Biblical 
example would be the way John the Baptist was described as a modern day Elijah.  
One thing for sure, at some point in the future, just previous to the second coming of 
Jesus, someone will rise up as the Antichrist. The Antichrist is symbolized as a hideous 
beast rising out of the sea, the ten horns and seven heads emphasizing the great power 
of the beast; the blasphemous names on each head emphasizing the deep depravity and 
wickedness of the beast; and the dragon empowering the beast symbolizing the influence 
and control satan will have over this Antichrist character.  
One of the keys to this passage about the beast is to understand that some of the 
descriptions apply more to the empire of the beast, and some apply to the beast as a 
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person. For instance, we do not believe the Antichrist will have seven heads, one of 
which is fatally wounded but healed. But it does make sense that the empire aspect of 
the beast is represented by all the previous world empires that oppressed God’s people. 
One of the heads being mortally wounded but being healed seems to refer to one of 
those previous empires making a comeback. That will be the empire Antichrist rules from.  

B. Wicked	Worship	
Three times in the first eight verses John mentions the worship of the wicked.  
In verse 4 we find that the people worship the dragon who gave power to the beast, and 
they worship the beast himself. Their taunting mantra will be, “Who is like the beast? Who 
can wage war against it?” 
Then in verse eight we are told all the inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast. 
Then there is a modifying phrase – not necessarily all inhabitants, but all those whose 
names are not written in the Lamb’s book of life. In other words, all the unsaved; all the 
godless; all the rebels. Satan and the beast will become the universal religion of choice 
for all except those who follow Jesus.  
There is so much about this passage that outlines the parody Antichrist makes of 
Christianity. We have a ten-horned beast that contrasts with the seven-horned lamb of 
God in chapter five. The worship of the beast contrasts with the worship of the Lamb. The 
“resurrection” of the fatal head from the fatal wound contrasts with the resurrection of the 
Lamb after being crucified. The amazement of the world at the “resurrection” certainly 
contrasts with our worship of Jesus centering around the resurrection. Then, contrast the 
way the world fawns after the beast with the worship and adoration of the saints for 
Jesus.  
 
“Who is like the beast? Who can wage war with it?”  
That declaration of supremacy is the kind of wording reserved only for the one true God, 
yet the wicked, perverted world borrows it and applies it to their wicked hero.  
There is an unmistakable display of pride and arrogance in those statements. The world 
thinks they have finally found their ultimate leader who is unequaled and unconquerable. 
This is their secret weapon! An amazing world leader who is anointed and empowered by 
satan. The full thrust and force of Hell is behind this scheme and the world sees no way 
this can possibly fail. This is the ultimate power structure, far surpassing anything wicked 
men have ever been able to assemble in the entire history of humankind.   
The wickedness of this beast practically defies description. He blasphemes the name of 
God, slanders his name and His temple and all His followers. This beast is bitterly and 
aggressively anti-everything associated with God. He hates God. He hates God’s name. 
He hates God’s temple. He hates God’s people. He is insanely enraged by the mere 
mention of God – and the world loves it. This is what they have been wanting! This is 
what they have longed for – someone to come scrub this world of every vestige of God, 
every reference to God, every sympathizer of God. The world longs to clothe itself in the 
gross darkness of iniquity and chase away the light.  
We can see those sentiments at work today. Even in John’s day when He wrote  
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Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, even now 
many antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. (1 John 2:18) 

The spirit of Antichrist has been at work ever since Christ’s first coming. Soon after the 
resurrection, John reminded the Christians that even though Anti-Christ was destined to 
come, the spirit of antichrist was already at work in the world.  
The closer we get to the arrival of Anti-Christ, the more we will see this world preparing 
itself for his arrival. The people will grow more and more hateful toward God and the 
things of God and the people of God. Here in the United States, a nation birthed with the 
comfortable notion of God at the helm and we under his watchful eye, we have seen the 
effort of god-hating people removing God from our nation. They took him out of our 
schools. They have removed the ten commandments and crosses from public places. 
They are shutting down student sponsored Bible studies. They are challenging the 
practice of sports teams praying on the field. They are expelling students for wearing 
Christian themed shirts to school. Teachers have refused to let students write about 
Jesus as their most admired character in history. Merry Christmas has been changed to 
happy holidays because it contains the name of Christ. We no longer say 2018 A.D. 
(anno Domini – the year of our Lord) but we are expected to say C.E. (common era). 
These are but a few examples of the way people have become obsessed with deleting 
God from their culture.  
This is nothing but preparing the way for their Lord and their God, the satanically inspired 
Antichrist whom they will welcome with unparalleled enthusiasm.  
This is taking shape before our very eyes! Are you alarmed? Can you see what is 
happening?  

II. The	Second	Beast	(read	13:11-18)	
In contrast to the first beast that comes out of the sea, this beast comes out of the earth, 
which simply helps further distinguish the second from the first.  
The second beast helps further the cause of the first beast. He smoother and more 
persuasive than the first beast. The first beast is abusive and abrasive and caustic and 
outrageously wicked is speech and deed. The second beast is a diplomat to help woo 
people into the clutches of the first beast. He has two horns like a lamb, suggesting his 
calmer, diplomatic approach. But he is unquestionably wicked, just more subtle about it. 
He aggressively promotes worship of the first beast, even fashioning an image of the 
beast and ordering people to worship it. This beast, commonly referred to as the false 
prophet, is capable of doing miracles to draw and convince the people. One of his most 
notable feats is giving power to the image of the beast to breath and speak and force 
people to bow down and worship or face the penalty of death for refusal.  
Finally the second beast, or false prophet implements the system commonly known as 
the mark of the beast, which requires all to receive the mark in order to demonstrate 
allegiance to the beast. Sanctions are set against all who refuse to take the mark, 
preventing them from buying and selling.  
Then the final yet most mysterious bit of information is that we are challenged to calculate 
the number of the beasts name, which comes to 666.  
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Now that alone has spawned more sermons and books than John could have ever 
imagined. Since that challenge was put forth, there have been countless attempts to use 
various methods of converting names to numbers to arrive at the name of the beast. 
Candidates have been Nero, John F. Kennedy, Henry Kissinger, and even the world wide 
web (WWW – Hebrew letter for W = 6.) 
And just to illustrate how insane this gets let me share this one with you.  
The Trumps own the most expensive building ever purchased in the US, at 666 Fifth Avenue, a 
street symbolic of money (Mammon).  
(2) The Trumps paid $1.8 billion for the 666 tower. And 18 = 3*6 = 666. The 666 tower is held by 
Ivanka Trump and her husband Jared Kushner. 
(3) The Trumps are also in the process of building a $666 million tower at One Journal Square. 
According to multiple reports the height will be 666 feet. 
(4) According to multiple reports, the famous Trump Tower is 203 meters tall. And 203 meters 
= 666 feet. The Trumps live on the 66th floor! 
(5) In the first year of Trump's presidency, fiscal year 2017, the budget deficit swelled 
to 666 billion dollars! (Per Fox Business and other sources.) 
(6) Donald Trump inherited his grandmother's real estate empire when she died on June 6, 1966 
= 6-6-6. Her name was Elizabeth Christ Trump.  
(7) Donald Trump's name equates to 666 in Jewish gematria, English gematria, and ASCII 
computer code. There are details below.  
(8) Trump's fear-mongering comments about "rapists" and "drug dealers" vaulted him to the top of 
the polls on June 6, 2015 = 6+6+(1+5) = 666. 
(9) Trump announced his candidacy for president on June 16, 2015 = 6+(1*6)+(1+5) = 666. On the 
Ides of March, he had 666 delegates.  
(10) The 2016 election was "all Trump all the time" and 2016 = 666+666+666+6+6+6. 
I hope you can see how ridiculous and painful this kind of sensational speculation is and 
it goes on all the time. The fact is, the challenge to calculate the number of the name 
likely meant something to the original readers, but has been lost to us. We truly do not 
have a clue how to do that and the identity of the Antichrist will remain a mystery to us 
until he is revealed.  
The most important point is, we see in our world today the stage being clearly set for the 
Antichrist. He will come to a people who will enthusiastically welcome him. He will come 
with a clear agenda against God and the godless will cheer his appearance. There is 
nothing subtle about the Antichrist or his appearance.  
The future world we have just seen is frightening to any decent person – a wicked world 
following a wicked ruler empowered by the prince of all wickedness, satan himself – and 
the world will be giddy with delight. How demented can we possibly be? This is the future. 
I want nothing to do with it. My hope is in Christ. By the way, I have a response to their 
question: “Who is like the beast? Who can wage war against it?”  
My answer is, “Who is like the Lord? He is high above all nations and his glory above the 
heavens. He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap to make 
them sit with princes”.  
“Who can wage war against the beast?” My God can. And will. And will prevail!  
 


