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A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet 
and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried out in pain as she was 
about to give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven 
heads and ten horns and seven crowns on its heads. 4 Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the 
sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give 
birth, so that it might devour her child the moment he was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male 
child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.” And her child was snatched up to God 
and to his throne. 6 The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by God, 
where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days. (Revelation 12) 

Once again we are faced with a variety of opinions on the interpretation of this passage. 
Some believe the woman is Mary, the child Jesus. Others believe the woman is Israel 
who gives birth either to Jesus (coming from Israel) or to the remnant of Israel who will 
be saved in the future. Most agree the dragon typifies Satan, the stars represent those 
fallen angels who form Satan’s army resisting God. The differences of opinion stems 
from one’s position on whether the above scene is a historical flashback or a glimpse 
forward into what will yet happen in the future.  
As I have done in previous chapters, I am more interested in taking a broader look at 
the scene than I am in the specifics of how to interpret the details and place them in 
eschatological order. Since the identity of the woman and dragon are more universally 
accepted, we can start from there.  
Since the birth of the man-child spawns a proclamation from Heaven that this marks 
establishment of salvation and the Kingdom of God, we will for the sake of this sermon 
make the application of the man-child to Christ. At least we can be assured that is what 
the earlier readers of this letter would have immediately associated it with, so by doing 
this we are looking at this with the eyes of the 1st and 2nd century readers.  

I. Satan	Cast	Out	Of	Heaven	
7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 
dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their place in 
heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or 
Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 

We know that satan has historically had access to the courts of Heaven. It is 
documented in the book of Job that satan took his petition before God prodding God to 
lift his hand of protection over Job and allow satan to persecute him to prove that Job 
could be forced to abandon his faith under severe trials. But this scenario indicates that 
satan would be cast out of Heaven and never granted such access again.  
Some believe that is yet to happen in the future, but the event seems to have officially 
triggered salvation and the establishment of the Kingdom of God.  
The first coming of Jesus including his death, burial, and resurrection most certainly 
ushered salvation and the Kingdom of God (the kingdom is considered by scholars to 
be “already, but not yet”).  
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That being the case, then satan has already been banned from the courts of Heaven by 
Christ’s victorious resurrection from the grave. Michael and his angels are described as 
having fought that battle against satan and his angels. Team Michael prevailed.  

A. Spiritual	Warfare	
Here is another reference to Heavenly battles that coincide with earthly battles. Too 
many false teachings and practices stem from sloppy modern day teachings on spiritual 
warfare (rebuking satan; slandering satan; casting down or binding spiritual forces – too 
many theatrics). Stubborn prayer is the driving force, not formulated incantations. The 
heavenly battles do not direct the earthly battles, but earthly battles direct Heavenly 
battles. The battles are not won in the heavens, but they are won with the advancement 
of ground troops. We are the ground troops. We do the praying, we do the evangelizing. 
We don’t defeat satan by rebuking him, we defeat him by the word of our testimony – 
that is the declaration of the gospel. We defeat satan by bringing the message of 
salvation to the lost, by snatching souls out of the pathway to Hell. As we advance the 
gospel into Hell’s territory, God pushes back the evil forces in the Heavenlies. We are 
not bystanders nor mere spectators in this battle. We are the participants.  

II. The	Victory	Declaration	In	Heaven	
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: “Now have come the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God, and the authority of his Messiah. For the accuser of our brothers and 
sisters, who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down. 
11 They triumphed over him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they 
did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them! But woe to the earth and the sea, 
because the devil has gone down to you! He is filled with fury, 
 because he knows that his time is short.” 

John’s vision often switches to the perspective in Heaven to show their reaction and 
response to what is happening. In this case, the moment satan and his minions were 
expelled from Heaven, the bold declaration is made,  
 “Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of 
our Messiah.” 

III. The	Earthly	Conflict	Continues	
13 When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who had 
given birth to the male child. 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, so that 
she might fly to the place prepared for her in the wilderness, where she would be taken care of 
for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. 15 Then from his mouth the 
serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away with the 
torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river that 
the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and 
went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and 
hold fast their testimony about Jesus.  

It might also be worth noting that there is not much in the Old Testament Jewish writings 
that make reference influence of satan on humans. Obviously we have satan working 
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through the serpent in the garden of Eden and we have satan putting Job through his 
severe trials. And, finally we have a brief mention of satan making accusations against 
Joshua the high priest in Zechariah chapter 3 at which time the Lord rebukes satan.  
There are many more references to satan and his opposition to and influence against 
the saints of God in Christian theology than in Judaism. Judaism often treated satan as 
nothing more than a metaphor for the sinful urges with the heart of man.  
But Christian theology takes a more literal view of satan and his influence. Satan is 
seen as a real person confronting Jesus with multiple temptations in the wilderness as 
seen in the fourth chapter of Matthew. Jesus rebukes him for suggesting he bow down 
before satan and worship him. When the Jews accused Jesus of doing his works under 
satanic influence, Jesus responded that a house divided cannot stand, therefore it 
doesn’t make sense to suggest Jesus drives out demons by the power of satan.  
In Matthew 16, Peter rebuked Jesus for revealing the punishment and death he would 
soon suffer and Jesus in turn rebuked Peter and satan for trying to interfere with the 
divine plans. (thus demonstrating how satan influences and works through people.) 
Peter would later write in his epistle that satan is like a roaring lion, constantly prowling 
around looking for someone to devour.  
We are told the devil entered into Judas Iscariot and motivated him to betray Jesus.  
Paul warned the Ephesians not to give the devil even the slightest foothold in their life 
and instructed them how to put on the whole armor of God to stand against the devil’s 
schemes. Paul warns Timothy twice not to fall into the devil’s trap.  
And James says we are to submit ourselves to God, then resist the devil and he will flee 
from us.  
So our Christian theology makes us much more aware of the spiritual battle we fight 
against this powerful and unscrupulous foe.  

A. Cast	out	of	Heaven,	but	loosed	with	a	vengeance	on	earth.		
Although	the	specific	focus	of	this	vision	is	satan’s	harassment	of	the	women	(who	is	
ultimately	led	to	a	place	of	safety)	and	upon	“the	rest	of	her	offspring”,	the	fact	remain	
that	satan	continues	his	war	on	the	saints	here	and	now	and	we	are	in	that	battle.		
We would like to think that satan’s expulsion from Heaven would mark the end of his 
reign of terror on earth, but that is not the case. His expulsion almost seems to have 
embittered him and caused him to intensify his efforts to wage war on the faithful who 
remain on Earth. 
Here in Revelation Satan is pictured as a grotesque dragon with his minions who plotted 
to destroy the Messiah before He could successfully reach Calvary and fulfill his 
mission. We see satan ruthlessly pursuing Israel for having brought forth the Messiah, 
then turning and pursuing her other children (all others who are devoted servants of 
God.) That would include all of us in this age. We are children of that same woman in 
the sense that those who truly serve God are the true Jews (as we discussed in the 
letters to the churches.) 



Dungeons and Dragons 

 4 

You may wonder why we still have to contend with satan. He is the cause and the 
source of so much of our struggles and trials. Life would be so much easier without a 
tempter. But the fact is, he is part of the plan for our graduation into Heaven. If there 
were no tempter, we would not need to prove our commitment to God. Proving our 
commitment requires discipline. The words “discipline” and “disciple” are related. You 
can’t be a disciple without discipline, and you can’t inherit the Kingdom without being a 
disciple. And, you would have not need to exercise discipline if there is no tempter who 
constantly tests your faith. So as much as we would all love to live in a world free of sin 
and temptations, we don’t get to that world until we pass the test in this word of proving 
ourselves faithful and committed.  

B. What	kind	of	power	does	satan	have	and	use	against	the	saints?	
He has been defeated at Calvary and cast out of Heaven by virtue of the resurrection 
and all he has to battle against us are the tools of deception and opposition against the 
saints. He has already lost, so all he can do it try to make you quit and surrender. He 
lies and cheats and deceives and slanders and tries to discourage you. He falsely 
accuses and rails relentlessly against you.  
Have any of you seen the activities of the group that calls themselves Antifa? These 
masked marauders who taunt and threaten and shout and protest and wreck and 
destroy and intimidate – they serve as convenient earthly examples of exactly how 
satan works against the saints of God.  
Most notably in this passage is that regardless of the evil schemes satan has to 
consume and destroy, there is an effective shield of protection against his onslaught. 
Those who are devoted to God will never lose the war against satan. Just like it started 
off at the very beginning of the conflict, the serpent may indeed bite the heel of the 
descendants of Adam and Eve, but they would survive the snake bites, and one day the 
Messiah would crush his head. 
The serpent bites are nothing but annoyances. He has persecuted. He has imprisoned. 
He has tormented. He has slandered. But those are nothing but annoyances. They don’t 
defeat.  Many of our struggles and trials are the harassment by the vengeful serpent. 
Life is full of struggles and battles brought to us by satan.  
But these people in this passage teach us a valuable lesson.  
“They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony” and 
they didn’t fear death! 
If the gospel we preach today does not motivate people to storm the gates of hell and 
rescue the lost, we preach a worthless gospel. If we fail to produce a generation of 
believers who refuse to hazard their lives to take the gospel to the darkest corners of 
the world, we have lost our focus and abandoned the great commission. If you refuse to 
witness to those around you for fear of how they might react, you completely miss the 
sacrificial purpose and function of the great commission. God needs an army of fearless 
believers who will share the good news without fear to all who are lost. Christianity is 
not about going to church, it is about being the church- being light in darkness and salt 
to a bland world.  

	


