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I. The	Seventh	Trumpet	
As typically happens with so many passages in Revelation, there are a variety of 
different interpretations regarding the seventh trumpet, some which are more 
popular, but none of which are conclusive.   
One of the more common theories you might hear is that this trumpet is connected 
with the trumpet Paul mentions in 1 Thes 4 
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
And with the “last trumpet” mentioned in 1 Cor 15 
51 Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
52 In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, 
and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
It is tempting to think all references to “last trumpets” are one and the same. But the 
trumpets mentioned in these two passages are connected to the resurrection. There 
is no resurrection connected with the seventh trumpet in Revelation 11. We then 
must accept the fact that there might be different trumpets which are “last” (last in a 
sequence, or last in concluding an era) but not necessarily all the same trumpet.  

A. The	trumpet	marks	a	major	shift	in	the	governance	of	this	world	
The trumpet initiates the proclamation that Jesus Christ is now officially declared to 
rule over all the kingdoms of the earth and that His throne (rule) will be permanent.  
In that sense, the Jewish reader would have connected this language with the 
cultural custom that trumpets typically accompanied the ascension of a king to his 
throne.  
The shift in governance is mentioned twice. The first time there were loud voices in 
Heaven shouting “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord 
and of his Messiah, and he will reign forever and ever. The second time it is 
included in the song of the elders.  

II. The	Song	of	the	Elders	
“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
    the One who is and who was, 
because you have taken your great power 
    and have begun to reign. 
18 The nations were angry, 
    and your wrath has come. 
The time has come for judging the dead, 
    and for rewarding your servants the prophets 
and your people who revere your name, 
    both great and small— 
and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 

Their refrain of worship includes the following features: 
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A. Worshiping	God	for	who	He	is	
They first acknowledge God as the “Lord God Almighty who is and who was – 
giving honor to him for his supremacy and his eternality. We might be wise to take a 
few cues from the elders in Heaven. We would be wise to being our worship of God 
first and foremost giving honor to Him for who He is. He is the Almighty. He is the 
one and only Lord God. He is the eternal one.  
By doing so, we are not telling Him anything He doesn’t already know. We are 
acknowledging that fact and yielding to Him. I believe if we kept this fact close to our 
hearts at all times that would have an impact on character and actions. If we would 
begin every day giving honor and praise to God as the Eternal Almighty, that truth 
would shape our day. How can we have that truth fresh on our minds and have any 
doubts and fears? How could we possibly walk in that constant awareness and trifle 
with sin? Or lose hope? Or say or do anything that implies there is no Almighty God 
monitoring our every action day and night? 
You don’t need an excuse or special incentive to worship God. We often give praise 
and honor to God in the wake of some blessing He has sent, or answered prayer, or 
some miracle we have witnessed. But He is worthy of praise not just because of 
what He does. He is worthy of praise because of who He is.  

B. Rejoicing	because	God	has	“begun	to	reign”	
This is an interesting phrase. It introduces us to a concept we rarely give much 
thought to. We know God always reigns supreme over all the Earth, but he has 
granted temporary custodianship, stewardship, guardianship and governance to 
men and women until such a time as He steps in and begins to take back the reins. 
He will do so because humans will have proven to be so inept and irresponsible, 
and come to be such miserable failures that God will resume full control before 
humans destroy themselves.  
That is the situation we operate under today. God has granted temporary 
permission for humans to manage their own affairs and govern this world in 
whatever way they choose. This arrangement is repeatedly illustrated in Christ’s 
parables in which landowners have gone away and entrusted their estate to 
managers who ultimately fail due to such things as dishonesty, ineptitude, or greed. 
In the parables, eventually landowners return, or kings come to the end of their 
patience and judgment is executed on the rebels.  
This is God’s grand experiment. How will humans manage this world when given 
the latitude to make all the decisions. Ideally, God expects us to look to Him for 
guidance. He expects us strive for His approval. Instead, we find that humans begin 
to move God clear out of the picture, redefine the moral boundaries, invent their 
own rules, and eventually grow bitter against God and declare war against him. 
Thus the tenants plan to takeover the vineyard.  
By saying God “begins to reign”, that suggests God officially begins the process of 
dismantling the power structure of the world in preparation for setting up His 
kingdom. The first step that marks his “beginning to reign” is when men and women 
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have crossed God’s line in the sand and God says, “Enough is enough! You no 
longer have free reign. I am taking it all back!” This brings us to the next point. 

C. Praising	God	for	what	He	does	
God is worthy of honor first and foremost for who He is. Then it is entirely 
appropriate to give Him honor and praise for what He does.  
What God is doing, (or going to do) is:  

1. Finally	completely	confronting	the	rebellion	on	Earth		
They are excitedly anticipating the big showdown: Angry world meets the wrath of 
God 
This seems to mark the beginning of the end of the wicked, ruthless, godless rule of 
humankind upon the earth. In their bitter anger humans will have collectively defied 
God to an unprecedented degree, which will trigger God’s response. It is a 
watershed moment when the fury of an angry world clashes with the wrath of God. 
This will be an unprecedented showdown between humans and God. Humans have 
grown wicked enough to trigger God’s judgment in times past (Noah’s flood; Sodom 
and Gomorrah), but God always put down the rebellion and turned the world back 
over to human rule to try again. But this is as far as it goes. Humans will have 
strayed so far off course with no hope or turning the world back that God will begin 
the process of shutting down human tyranny and setting up His own Kingdom.  

D. They	Praise	God	for	the	rewards.		
The concept of eternal rewards is tricky to properly grasp. It is tempting to think 
along the lines of earned credit. Accordingly, some even tend to believe the need to 
work hard here on earth for their rewards. Others tend to focus on the prospect of 
the rewards as an incentive to endure their unpleasant duties in this life.  
At the opposite end of the spectrum are those people who are so repulsed by what 
they believe to be the carnality of the first group that they don’t believe there will be 
any real tangible rewards in Heaven – just the privilege of being there will be all the 
reward we will receive or ever deserve.  
But the truth is somewhere in the middle. It appears the rewards will go to both the 
faithful and the wicked. For the faithful, the system of rewards is rooted in grace, 
and not simply because of our good works. For the wicked, the rewards are the 
earnings of the wicked – justice served and punishment meted accordingly.  
They praise God because this is further proof of God’s perfect justice. One of the 
most desperate cries of the world is for justice. We are constantly judging our 
circumstances and assessing the fairness of life. If the righteous suffer but the 
wicked do not, we say, “That’s not fair.” If the wicked prosper, “That’s not fair.” If we 
try to live a decent life and honor God and we keep enduring one trial after another, 
“It’s just not fair.” If someone else gets the windfall we have dreamed of for 
ourselves all our life, “That’s not fair.” If we do the work, but someone else gets the 
credit, “That’s not fair.” If we do the work but someone else gets our paycheck, 
“That’s not fair.”  
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The honest fact is that this world is full of inconsistencies and irregularities and 
imbalances and inequalities. We see unfairness all around us. We see examples of 
people reaping where they did not sow, but those who do sow denied the joy of 
reaping.  
This world is geared to honor and celebrate success above faithfulness and 
integrity. But God knows. The writer of Hebrews tells us God is the rewarder of 
those who diligently seek him. Take close notice of that. God’s reputation is not that 
He is the rewarder of those who get results; not that He is the rewarder of those 
who put up the biggest stats; not that He is the rewarder of those make the most 
money or who run the fastest race, or who achieve the greatest fame. God is known 
for His unique trait of being a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. Earthly 
rewards are based on success. God’s rewards are based on things He deems 
infinitely more valuable than success – things like faithfulness and integrity and 
humility and compassion for the underprivileged.  
The reward ceremony in Heaven will be unlike anything we could possibly compare 
it to here on Earth. We are not talking about the Oscars where people are honored 
for one’s ability to convincingly act like something you are not (in short, “hypocrisy”). 
We are not talking the Nobel Peace prize where efforts to achieve temporary peace 
are rewarded. We are not talking Super Bowl rings, or World Series Rings, or 
championship belts where the strongest or most talented dominate. We are talking 
about when God lines up His children who crossed the finish line battered and 
bruised and broken; who were thrust into an early eternity by their persecutors and 
executioners; who labored a lifetime faithfully in the vineyard, only to see another 
crew behind them reap the harvest. When God says “Well done,” He is not talking 
about what His people accomplished, but how they were simply faithful and 
obedient to the end.  

III. The	Temple	Was	Opened	and	What	Did	John	See?	
Because of our non-Jewish cultural background, we might fail to see the 
significance of John seeing the Ark of the Covenant in the temple. Of all the things 
we might expect or hope to see (what about seeing Jesus himself?) we see the ark. 
It is obviously not the earthly ark, but the Heavenly on that the earthly ark was 
patterned after. This is the original and we know how valuable originals are: “This is 
an original Van Gogh” (Rembrandt, Picasso, etc.)  
This is the original ark and it has great significance. First, it is a powerful reminder of 
the covenant God made with His people. Consequently we remember the penalties 
for breaking the covenant. We are forced to think about the earthly ark being totally 
lost, but God’s ark still perfectly preserved. That speaks of men’s failure in 
stewardship and failure in breaking the covenant. The Ark in Heaven is a powerful 
visual reminder that God is meticulously faithful to His promise. We not only broke 
the covenant, we lost the Ark that contained the covenant. We are utter failures. 
God’s Ark is still intact. He is faithful even when we are not.  


