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11 I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, “Go and measure the temple of 
God and the altar, with its worshipers. 2 But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, 
because it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 
months. 3 And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 
days, clothed in sackcloth.” 4 They are “the two olive trees” and the two lampstands, and 
“they stand before the Lord of the earth.”  If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from 
their mouths and devours their enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them 
must die. 6 They have power to shut up the heavens so that it will not rain during the time 
they are prophesying; and they have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the 
earth with every kind of plague as often as they want. 

I. 	The	Temple	
Scholars debate the interpretation of the temple. Some prefer to believe the 
temple is a future temple that will be rebuilt. Others believe the temple is 
symbolic of believers and the outer court symbolizes the unbelievers who will be 
impacted by the judgments coming from God upon earth.  
The fact that there continues to be lively debate only proves that no theory is 
conclusive.  
In fact this entire chapter proves to be very difficult to interpret, from the temple to 
the beast out of the Abyss to the two witnesses and everything beyond and in 
between.  
The measuring of the temple is another item we struggle to understand. Why 
measure it? What does the measuring accomplish; what does it symbolize?  
One thing seems to be rather obvious and that is the measuring of the temple is 
mentioned in conjunction with the judgment of the Gentiles trampling the city, as 
though the measuring was a symbolic act of drawing lines and limitations as to 
who would be affected and who would be protected. While that is still debatable, 
it is at least plausible, for we are not given any better interpretation for the 
measuring if it has nothing to do with setting the limits for the impact of judgment. 

II. The	Two	Witnesses	
As stated before, scholars are deeply divided on the interpretation of the details 
in this chapter. There is no consensus on the identity of the two witnesses. The 
camp is divided on whether the two witnesses are literal or symbolic. Those who 
believe they are literal make the following suggestions:  
-They are either two individuals from the future not yet revealed to us. 
-They are Enoch and Elijah since both of these individuals appear to have been 
taken to Heaven without having officially ever seen death, (therefore are 
candidates for returning and being killed) 
-They are Moses and Elijah, since the miracles they perform hearken back to 
Elijah’s association with fire (calling fire down from Heaven) and Moses’s history 
of turning water in to blood and striking the earth with plagues.  Skeptics object 
on the basis that Moses has already died and cannot come back and be killed 
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again. Defendants of the theory counter by pointing out Jewish tradition suggests 
Moses did not actually die, and since scripture says God was the only witness, 
we don’t have any proof that God didn’t translate him just like Enoch and Elijah.  
-They are Joshua and Zerubbabel, since the language of this passage is so 
similar that found in the book of Zechariah where the two witnesses (symbolically 
represented as olive trees) were anointed to serve Israel. 
Those who believe these witnesses are symbolic suggest they represent the 
church, based partly on the fact the these two are likened to lampstands and the 
church has already been symbolized as lampstands in the early chapters of this 
book. Under this theory, the time periods are symbolic as well, representing the 
entire church age and the persecution of the church by satan.  
Now you can see why there is so much controversy among scholars; there 
seems to be endless arguments and counter arguments. 
I don’t find any meat on any of these bones with which to nourish my 
congregation. I choose rather to take a broader approach to the narrative and to 
glean what perhaps the original readers may have gleaned from this passage. 
For instance, I seriously doubt the early church members who read this letter 
engaged in serious debates about the modern day theories of the identity of 
these witnesses.  
But what they undoubtedly did understand is that those who would dare to stand 
up as witnesses for the Lord during times of great tribulation would be severely 
persecuted and rejected by the ungodly opposition.  
They undoubtedly understood that the forces resisting the work of the Lord would 
be capable of bringing great harm to the witnesses, even to the point of slaying 
them.  
They undoubtedly understood that, even though God could and would protect his 
people from the effects of the judgments He would send upon the earth, God did 
not promise to protect them against martyrdom (a point we made when studying 
the personalized letters to the seven churches).  
They undoubtedly understood that, just like the truth expressed in closing 
comments in the previous chapter, there will be a hardness and resistance to the 
preaching of the truth that will prevent some from surrendering to God. Here, 
even the judgments of fire and blood-tainted water and plagues directed by the 
witnesses will fail to convert these hard-hearted rebels. In fact, these acts of 
judgment will only infuriate them, causing them to slay the witnesses.  
That same hardness of heart is further depicted by the celebration by the world at 
the death of the two witnesses. Let’s read: 
7 Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the 
Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them. 8 Their bodies will lie in the public 
square of the great city—which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt—where also their 
Lord was crucified. 9 For three and a half days some from every people, tribe, language 
and nation will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial.10 The inhabitants of the 
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earth will gloat over them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these 
two prophets had tormented those who live on the earth.  (Revelation 11:7-10) 

In last Sunday’s sermon, we took note of the hard-hearted rebels’ stubborn 
refusal to repent, even when confronted with the devastating plagues of demonic 
locusts inflicting tortuous pain. But here we see an even deeper dimension of 
their calloused resistance. They burst into worldwide festivities at the news of the 
slaying of the two prophets. The bodies are left lying on the streets for all to 
witness and publically mock. John says they “gloat” and even celebrate by 
sending gifts to one another.  
The scene John describes here can only be described as nothing less than 
wicked insanity.  

A. All	victories	by	the	godless	are	temporary	and	insignificant.		
And again, what the original readers would have readily understood is that 
regardless of the success of the beast in slaying the two witnesses, the success 
is short-lived. After 3 ½ days, the spirit raises the two witnesses to life again.  
There is a span of time during which the two witnesses lie dead in the streets and 
the world cheers and celebrates. That span of time represent to us the lowest 
point in our spiritual battles; that time when the raucous celebration by the enemy 
competes to drown out the voice of hope. It is in that period of time that we are 
most vulnerable to despair. After all, we feel like dead prophets in the street. 
Death always seems so final and conclusive. How could these kinds of fixed 
circumstances ever be reversed? And the enemy reinforces that sense of 
hopeless despair by throwing a victory party.  
But when we read the part about the spirit of life entering into them and the two 
witnesses rising back to life, that is one of the most inspiring messages 
imaginable. When it seemed the battle had been firmly decided; when the victims 
were dead and rotting in the streets; when the victory was so certain that there 
was dancing in the streets for three solid days; when the enemy has emphatically 
claimed the victory, then to see a total reversal and victory snatched from the 
jaws of defeat is a testament to the fact that no matter how grave and hopeless 
the situation may seem, with God it ain’t over until it is over!  
11 But after the three and a half days the breath of life from God entered them,and they 
stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them. 12 Then they heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in a 
cloud, while their enemies looked on. 
There is nothing more terrifying to the enemy than to discover that they had 
delivered their best shot and it wasn’t enough. God wasn’t done yet and the 
witnesses they feared so much are back. They realized they celebrated too soon. 
This same God who can raise two slain witnesses from the streets after 3 ½ 
days; This same God who can raise his own son from the cold tomb after three 
days and nights; this same God is fighting in your behalf right now. Forget how 
impossible the situation may seem to be. Forget the taunting claims of victory by 
the enemy. When God makes his move the enemy can do nothing but panic 
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because they understand once again, they never win! All victories that seem so 
decisive in their favor just evaporate.  

III. God’s	exclamation	point	
13 At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven 
thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were terrified and gave 
glory to the God of heaven. 
Not only did God rescue his two witnesses from their seemingly hopeless 
situation, but He also put an exclamation point on His victory so the world would 
make no mistake about who they were dealing with and how powerful He is, and 
how displeased He is with the actions of the rebels.  
The witnesses are raised to life, an audible voice booms out of Heaven telling the 
witnesses “Come up here!” all while the world looks on. But after all this, there is 
a severe earthquake which evidently claimed a significant number of victims.  

IV. It	Will	Be	Worth	It	All	
And for the first time we have information that a few people are beginning to turn 
to God.  
Some of the survivors of the earthquake finally surrender. How many times have 
you heard someone justify their willingness to go through their rigorous struggles 
if it means someone comes to the Lord. Here is a fine example of justification for 
every trial we face as a result of our efforts to do God’s work.  
What are you willing (or unwilling) to endure in God’s behalf if it means someone 
will come to know the Lord?  
 


