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I. 	Chapter	Nine	–	The	Call	to	Repentance	
The fifth and sixth trumpets take us into the realm supernatural forces. What will 
literally happen in the future makes the most vivid and graphic science 
fiction/horror movie ever produced seem crude and cartoonish by comparison.  

A. The	Fifth	Trumpet	
When the angel takes the key and unlocks the Abyss, a dense smoke comes 
belching out and blocking the sun and bringing dingy darkness upon the earth 
even at midday. Demonic creatures slowly emerge from the smoke which John 
can only describe as hideous locust-like creatures that could sting like a 
scorpion. The sting of a scorpion doesn’t kill, it just brings indescribable torment 
and anguish. These creatures were guided by God’s parameters and allowed to 
inflict their pain on the rebellious occupants of earth, but not allowed to touch the 
grass or the trees or the plants or anyone who had been sealed by God – only 
those who had not been sealed. The pain they will inflict will be so intense that 
the John says people will try to kill themselves to find relief but death will 
somehow elude them. We would panic if there were a massive swarm of African 
killer bees or hornets sweeping across our land. Imagine a swarm of demonic 
creatures that don’t respond to pesticides or fire or anything humans could 
possibly try to use to stop them. After all, they just emerged from a giant furnace 
deep inside the earth. How do you stop something like that?  
The sheer torment they inflict is appropriately represented by their hideous 
appearance. John gives us a vivid description of something we can barely 
fathom. They are like horses prepared for battle, yet they have somewhat human 
faces, long hair like a woman, teeth like a lion, breastplates of iron, and the 
sound their wings made when they were swarming sounded like the rumbling of 
thousands of horses and chariots rushing into battle. You would hear them 
coming for miles and people would scramble to try to hide. For five seemingly 
eternal months they would relentlessly swarm and torment – day after day, day 
and night, 24 hours a day with no relief.  
They operated under a “king” whose name is given in both Hebrew and Greek; 
Abaddon and Apollyon, respectively. In the OT, Abaddon was the name of a 
subterranean place of the dead. Apollyon is a name taken from the Greek verb 
which means to destroy, thus he is the destroy from the place of the dead.  

B. The	Sixth	Trumpet	
Four angels are released from under the Euphrates. That bit of information alone 
piques our curiosity. Who are they? Why are they there/how did they get there? 
How long have they been there? Why under the Euphrates? We are not given 
answers to these questions, which makes it all the more mysterious. We do know 
that they had been kept there in preparation for this specific purpose, at this 
specific hour, and their hour at last had come. They were released with the 
mission to kill one third of the population. Along with the release of the angels 
there appears an army of 200,000,000. Again these are grotesque creatures that 
have a composite appearance of horses with lion’s heads, and they all spewed 
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fire and smoke and sulfur from their mouths, three plagues which were 
responsible for slaughtering the multitudes. The tails of the horse-like beasts 
terminated in a head, like a snake, and could bite and inflict great pain. The 
thought is enough to send shivers down your spine, and then to think of the 
sheer number of these creatures loosed upon the earth.  
Here is the amazing summary of these terrifying judgments: Those who survived 
– the remaining two-thirds – remained stubbornly unrepentant. They did not 
repent of the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping their idols; They 
did not repent of their murders, or their sorceries, or their sexual immoralities, or 
their thefts, or for that matter of any sinful practice they indulged in. These 
judgments were designed to bring them to repentance and they refused to 
repent.  
There is a hardness settling in the hearts of men and women these days. It is 
more than passively having no time for God. It is a bitter hatred for God and 
decency and holiness and purity and righteousness. We see it in the way men 
and women openly mock things we once considered honorable and decent. They 
mock virginity. They mock sobriety. They mock holy matrimony. They mock our 
God assigned sexuality. They celebrate perversion. They are far beyond fighting 
for abortion rights. They are celebrating abortion with joy and satanic glee.  
They mock Jesus Christ and they mock his followers. They mock the Bible and 
derisively call it irrelevant and antiquated. They sin with reckless abandon zero 
remorse. Their consciences have indeed been seared with a hot iron. They feel 
no compunction for their most wicked deeds. All of this we see today is the 
foundation for what we read about in Revelation - when even the most repulsive 
and gruesome judgment sweeps across the earth and one out of every three 
people die- even that fails to change the bitter, calloused heart of those who have 
become die-hard unflinching God-haters. They watch their friends and their 
family and their own children and they babies die under the judgment of God and 
they still stand defiantly and curse Him.  
One can only read that last paragraph of chapter nine shake the head in utter 
disbelief. God has shown his power and authority and sovereignty and offered 
grace for repentance and they cling to their sins and inexplicably defend their 
lifestyle. What will it take to turn a hardened heart to God when these people 
refuse to bow down to the Almighty? What hope do they have? Do they think 
their idols will somehow rise to the occasion and deliver them from the hand of 
the Almighty? Do they think God will run out of ideas and just give up? Do they 
really think than can outlast God? Do they not understand God has just 
demonstrated He holds their lives in the palm of His hands?  

II. Chapter	Ten	–	The	Interlude	
The fifth and sixth trumpets completed two of the first woes. The seventh trumpet 
will soon bring the third woe. But before John gets to that, there are some other 
background details that need to be brought up to speed in the narrative: the 
mighty angel who delivers a scroll for John to eat, and the scene of the two 
witnesses. After those two scenes, John resumes with the seventh trumpet.  
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A. The	Mighty	Angel	
First, we have the vision of a mighty angel descending from Heaven. He is robed 
in a cloud, and crowned with a rainbow. His face shone like the sun and his legs 
appeared like two fiery pillars. In his hand was a little scroll which was unsealed. 
He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land and shouted like 
the roar of a lion.  
Some commentators interpret this angel to be Jesus because of his grand 
awesome appearance and the shout like the roar of a lion. Other simply believe it 
is a mighty angel. There in no proof this is Christ and it would be unlikely John 
would call this being an angel if this was indeed Jesus, and never clarify 
otherwise.  
Let’s just consider this a mighty angel. In so doing, we can focus on one thought: 
if a created angel is this mighty and this magnificent, yet still is under the 
authority of God Almighty, then how grand and powerful must God be?  
5 Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to 
heaven. 6 And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and 
all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, 
“There will be no more delay! (Revelation 10:5-6) 
The raising of the hand to make an oath or declaration was common in Judaistic 
oaths. It was also common among Greeks, as they lifted their hand to symbolize 
touching Zeus while making their declaration.  
This powerful angel shows complete submission to one who is even greater than 
himself.  
In raising our hands, we might choose to think of it as symbolic of our complete 
submission to the Almighty. That would be a great concept to keep in mind when 
we have our worship, to make it our personal commitment and practice to show 
our willing submission to God. If you view it like that, it becomes easy to raise 
your hands to Him.  

B. God’s	Secrets	
At the moment the angel stands upon the sea and the land, seven thunders 
spoke. Just as John was about to write down what the thunders said, a voice out 
of Heaven said, “Seal up what the thunders have said and do not write it down.”  
If you are emotionally invested in this reading, you would have to feel a certain 
amount of frustration or anxiety having been teased with these messages from 
the thunders, but then being suddenly denied knowing what they said. You know 
it was important, but you are not allowed to know. You know how frustrating it is 
when someone tells you “I know something you don’t know and I can’t tell you.” 
Now you are consumed with curiosity. That is the effect of the hidden messages 
of the seven thunders.  
Why did God even allow John to record that part? What good could it possibly do 
us for John to tell us there is something gravely important that he is not at liberty 
to tell share? Then why even tell me? 
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But there is a very important lesson here. God knows plenty of things He is not 
obliged to tell us. Deuteronomy 29:29. Write that down. Memorize it.  
The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and 
to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of. 

Moses understood that thousands of years ago. You will never fully comprehend 
the mind of God or fully understand his plan beginning to end. There are things 
we simply do not need to know, things we should not know. We have to learn to 
be content with that reality.  

C. Have	a	Sweet	Scroll!	
The angel instructs John to take the scroll from his hand and eat it. John did and 
it was sweet in his mouth, but when it hit his stomach, it turned bitter. Then the 
angel instructed John 
“You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.” 

(verse 11) 
The scroll represented the message of God John was assigned to deliver. The 
scroll could have been representative of this entire vision, and being partly sweet 
and partly bitter typifies the word of God. It is good but it can be very hard. The 
message of Revelation is both sweet and bitter. It is certainly a great message 
for believers, but not so great for unbelievers.  
But the important point is John was directed to continue to prophesy the words of 
God concerning many peoples and nations and languages and kings.  
The straight, true, undiluted, unadulterated word of God is not always easy to 
deliver. We know some will be offended. We know some who are offended will 
retaliate. I have seen it quite often in the ministry. You simply tell the truth and 
some people become enraged because they didn’t want truth. They wanted 
affirmation.  
The honest, direct proclamation of the word of God here in the United States is 
more vital today than ever in the history of this nation. Yet we know it will 
probably be less popular, less received than ever in our history. We cannot dilute 
it. We must not adapt it. We dare not modify it in any way. It must be delivered 
with full integrity just as it is. That is the only way the word of God can effectively 
take root and bring forth a harvest. Preaching a false gospel produces nothing 
but false hope.  
Like John, we must proclaim the good news of God’s providence and protection 
over his own as well as the bad news of the coming judgment of God upon the 
wicked. We must call men and women to repentance while there is still time.  
Today is the day of salvation.  

	
 


