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When he opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour. 
2 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to 
them. 
3 Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given 
much incense to offer, with the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden altar in front of 
the throne. 4 The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, went up 
before God from the angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from 
the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of 
lightning and an earthquake. (Rev 8) 

I. The	Seventh	Seal	
A. Silence	

Part of the literary brilliance of letter is the stark contrasts that take the reader so 
rapidly from one extreme to another. While the first six seals build tension and 
anticipation for the coming judgments, the seventh seal reveals complete silence 
in Heaven. The dramatic effect is not unlike the eerie calm between the 
preliminary winds and the arrival of the major storm. The terrible wrath of God 
has been building, but just before it hits, there is this startling silence.  

B. Prayer		
John sees in Heaven an altar of incense, the Heavenly equivalent of the earthly 
altar of incense in the tabernacle.  
The earthly altar of incense was one of three pieces of furniture inside the holy 
place of the tabernacle. On the south side was the golden lampstand, on the 
north, the table of showbread, and on the west, opposite of the entrance, was the 
altar of incense. Twice daily a priest would take a censer and scoop up hot coals 
from the altar of sacrifice outside and bring them into the holy place, depositing 
them upon the altar of incense. Then the priest would sprinkle incense upon the 
hot coals and the smoke and aroma would fill the tabernacle. The symbolism is 
rich.  
The incense was a specific recipe given by God and highly regulated. The spices 
and aromatics are unidentifiable by modern man and the recipe will forever 
remain a mystery to us. God prohibited any other recipe for incense being used 
upon the altar of incense, and He also strictly prohibited the recipe being used for 
personal worship outside the tabernacle. Pagan worshippers also burned 
incense upon their altars. The fact that God prohibited any other recipe infers that 
God would not allow their worship to resemble pagan worship. It had to be 
special and protected. Pagans could not get the recipe, and pagan recipes could 
not be substituted. Pagan worship must never be mixed with Godly worship. 
Pagan recipes and pagan technics must not be integrated into worship the only 
righteous and holy God. Worship of God must be unique and reserved to Him 
alone.  
The coals taken from the sacrificial altar depicted the blending of the blood 
sacrifice and its cleansing with the prayers of dedicated people. Worship and 
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prayer without holiness and cleansing and righteousness is an offense to God. 
When Israel continued the ritualistic practice of burning incense upon the altars, 
but strayed away from God in their conduct, God rebuked them, saying 
“Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me” (Isaiah 1:13). 

In John’s vision in Heaven, he sees a Heavenly counterpart to the earthly altar of 
incense. The altar is already charged with hot coals and the angel adds two 
things: incense and the prayers of all the saints. Together they create an aroma 
that arises before God as pleasing to Him.  
The prayers of all the saints seem to correspond with the earthly ritual of adding 
incense to the tabernacle altar of incense. What was done on earth in the 
tabernacle symbolized what happens in Heaven when saints pray.  
However these are not the prayers of unrighteous people. I don’t now where 
those prayers go and what God does with them, but they are not a sweet 
smelling aroma before God.  
These prayers seem to be the final catalyst for the unleashing of God’s wrath 
upon the earth beginning with the seven trumpets. These prayers finish what 
began with the prayers of the souls under the altar, the souls of them beheaded 
for their witness- those who cried out, “How long O Lord?” And God answered 
“Just until the rest of your fellow believers join you.” But here the prayers of the 
saints result in God beginning the process of sending judgment on the earth.  
It may seem sometimes your prayers accomplish nothing. The reason for that is 
because you cannot see what is transpiring in Heaven. If you do not pray, you 
contribute nothing to the sweet aroma that arises before God. If you do not live a 
righteous, dedicated life before God, your prayers are offensive. James says 
The prayer of a righteous person has power great to prevail (James 5:16) 
We should be fascinated by this glimpse into how the prayers on earth create 
corresponding activity in the unseen world. There is an account in the tenth 
chapter of the book of Daniel that alludes to the same thing. Daniel received a 
revelation, the message so disturbing Daniel mourned for three weeks, fasting 
and praying. Then after three weeks, Daniel saw another terrifying vision of a 
mighty angel standing before him which left caused him to faint with fear. Then 
the angel touched him and said,  
“Do not be afraid, Daniel. Since the first day that you set your mind to gain 
understanding and to humble yourself before your God, your words were heard, and I 
have come in response to them. 13 But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me 
twenty-one days. Then Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was 
detained there with the king of Persia.14 Now I have come to explain to you what will 
happen to your people in the future, for the vision concerns a time yet to come.” (Dan 10) 

While Daniel was praying, a battle was being fought between angelic beings 
which delayed the answer being brought to Daniel.  
When we pray, we set things in motion in the unseen world. If we could see 
activity in this world like happens in the unseen world, we would do a lot more 
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praying. We are so geared toward seeing results from our efforts that we grow 
weary when we labor but see no evidence of our work, when we pray but see no 
physical evidence of the effectiveness of our prayers. We get discouraged not 
knowing what is happening on the other side of the curtain. But one clear 
message we can take from this passage is prayer initiates activities in the 
Heavenlies. That is why we must pray and faint not.  
People will do some of the oddest things in hopes of getting results. They will put 
a bar of soap under their sheets believing it cures leg cramps without one shred 
of empirical evidence it works. All evidence is merely subjective testimony. They 
will wear copper bracelets and magnets in their shoes hoping and believing they 
can get pain relief, without one shred of empirical scientific evidence it works. 
They used to hang an Asphidity bag around their neck, a bag filled with rank, 
punget herbs like pokeweed and yellow root and fennel gum. It stunk to high 
heaven, but they did it believing it would ward of flu, protect against polio and 
measles, and cure the common cold. They figured anything that stunk that bad 
would surely drive germs and viruses and bacteria away.  
People even put their trust in charms and amulets for good luck, again without a 
shred of empirical scientific evidence it does any good.  
Throughout history and even to this day, people do the strangest things in hopes 
of a cure or remedy.  
So why is it we faint so quickly in prayer, when we have overwhelming evidence 
in God’s word prayer is an effective means of moving mountains and turning 
battles and finding guidance and direction for our lives? Here is your choice: you 
can hang a nasty asphidity bag around your neck and trust in human tradition 
and folklore, or you can put your trust in God and pray. The benefit is, prayer 
doesn’t stink, and it works.  

II. The	First	Four	Trumpets	
The first three trumpets include hail and fire raining upon the land, and two 
objects falling to earth described as a huge mountain and a blazing star. As a 
result one third of the waters were either turned to blood or poisoned, a third of 
sea creatures died, a third of the trees died and all the grass was destroyed. 
Multiplied thousands of people died due to the contaminated water.  
The fourth trumpet was darkness. 
All of these are reminiscent of the plagues God sent on Egypt which included 
hail, fire, water contaminated with blood, darkness and great loss of life.  
We are still to assume that the people symbolized by the 144,000 are sealed and 
protected. Keep in mind that the purpose of these judgments is vindication of 
God’s people through judgments sent upon a desperately wicked and rebellious 
world. God would not send this kind of punishment upon his people, but would 
protect them just as He did the Hebrews in Egypt who were protected by God 
from any impact of the plagues.   
Here are our takeaways 
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A. Prayer	can	be	instrumental	in	God	bringing	justice	and	judgment	in	this	
world.	

We know that in the end God will right every wrong and bring complete justice. 
But that doesn’t mean God doesn’t periodically execute judgment along the way 
in this world. We are not prohibited from praying for justice.  

B. God	can	and	does	execute	his	judgments	through	the	elements	of	this	
world	e.g.	wind,	rain,	floods,	fire,	storms,	meteors,	etc.		

Not every event is a judgment of God against a direct act of wickedness by 
humans, but God does use such methods and we should be aware it does 
happen around us from time to time.  
Don’t forget, your insurance company acknowledges certain catastrophes as 
“acts of God.” And you know your insurance company can’t be wrong! 
We are quite aware we cannot attribute every natural disaster to a direct 
judgment of God. But we  

A	few	years	ago	Walter	Kaiser,	the	president	of	Gordon-Conwell	Theological	
Seminary	said,	“North	American	Society	is	headed	for	destruction	and	judgment.	
And	we	had	better	believe	it	is	coming,	because	there	is	no	sign	that	repentance	
is	near.	It	is	coming	or	else	God	is	a	liar	and	His	word	is	not	true.	The	prophet’s	
message	must	be	preached	again	today.”		
That	is	what	is	missing	from	today’s	pulpit	–	the	prophet’s	message.	We	have	
messages	of	positive	thinking,	messages	of	self-improvement,	messages	
promoting	love	not	hate,	messages	about	how	to	fix	your	finances,	fix	your	
marriage,	fix	your	church,	fix	your	depression.	But	we	don’t	hear	many	messages	
warning	us	that	God	is	a	God	of	justice	and	He	is	ready	to	send	judgment	on	
America	if	we	don’t	repent	and	turn	back	to	Him.	It	is	not	popular.	It	has	never	
been	popular.	Prophets	of	old	were	stoned	and	mocked	and	rejected,	but	they	
came	with	the	word	of	God	against	a	wicked	generation	and	spoke	the	truth.		
This nation needs a call to repentance. This slack generation needs a wake-up 
call against the creeping paralysis of worldliness and the spirit of slumber.  
Not only is judgment coming, but judgment is at hand.  
 
 


