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  After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the 
four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on 
any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the 
living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to 
harm the land and the sea: 3 “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a 
seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 4 Then I heard the number of those 
who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel.  (Rev 7:1-4) 

I. The	Mystery	of	the	144,000	
One common interpretation of this by the dispensationalists is to take the 
passage literally. In fact, the default guideline of dispensationalists is to primarily 
take all of Revelation literally unless it is obvious the language is symbolic, (such 
as a serpent in the heavens whose tail swept a third part of the stars out of 
Heaven). 
The dividing line between what is literal and what is symbolic still remains a 
matter of intense debate. Even the guideline of taking everything literal when at 
all possible proves to be arbitrary. Take this passage for instance. The popular 
dispensationalists interpretation is that this is a literal number taken from the 
twelve tribes of Israel, depicting those Jews who will be converted during the 
tribulation. The problem with that strict literal interpretation is that the 144,000 are 
identified in the 14th chapter as exclusively male, Jewish virgins. No women 
allowed? Even the most ardent proponent of strict literal interpretation has to 
make some concessions in order to make their theories work. In this case, even 
the literalists have to admit that the 144,000 represent more than just Jewish 
virgin males, so the literal interpretation suddenly isn’t so literal after all.  
There is another interesting bit of trivia. The tribe of Dan is missing. Some 
speculate that the tribe of Dan had the worst record of wickedness and was thus 
eliminated. There is no solid proof of that since all the tribes strayed at one time 
or another.  
However, we benefit more from backing away from this scene and taking a 
broader view rather than trying to decipher the details.  
The description of the 144,000 includes language that gives it a military flavor. 
Twelve tribes with 12,000 from each tribe. These numbers are increments of 
1000, which was a typical way of assembling an army. This being the case, if 
choose to believe the 144,000 are representative of all those who turn to God 
and who would be sealed and spared from the coming wrath of God, (not just 
strictly male Jewish virgins) then we might see this as God assembling His own 
army. Along this line of thinking, it is fascinating to observe that the only two 
groups of people given specific numbers in John’s vision are this company 
(144,000) and the army that emerges under the fifth trumpet from the bottomless 
pit which John says numbers 200,000,000 strong.  
The valuable question now becomes, what does this say to us? Again, the case 
is powerfully made for God’s omnipotence and the assurance He will prevail in 
the ongoing battle of good vs evil. If there is one thing we continuously need it is 
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encouragement. While Revelation has typically been read and received by the 
modern reader with a sense of darkness and foreboding, with a focus and 
emphasis on how bad things are going to get in the future, I hope you have been 
able to see thus far in our series that there is a much brighter message in this 
book than is usually taught or preached. There is no argument we see the 
message of judgment coming on the world and the difficult times that lie ahead, 
but that message should never overshadow the repeated references to God’s 
pre-eminence, His prevailing power, His care and provision for His own as 
typified by the command not to hurt the oil and wine and the sealing of the 
144,000. In the midst of chaos and turmoil God never allows the enemy to go 
beyond the limits God himself has set. Let’s never lose the positive message in 
the confusion of the message of coming judgment.  
Along with that, we can be encouraged by the message of God’s ability to prevail 
over the seemingly impossible odds presented by the enemy. One of the 
enemy’s most effective weapons is intimidation. An army of 200,000,000 
compared to God’s army of 144,000 can seem overwhelming. Satan quite often 
gets more mileage out of mentally and emotionally overwhelming you than he 
does with his actual power. He plays mind games. He wins more battles in the 
mind than he does in reality. He loves to drive people to despair and have them 
just surrender. It is much easier to overwhelm and intimidate people and make 
them willingly surrender than to win the battle in hand-to-hand combat. The 
reason is simple- God never loses a battle. When God is on your side, you never 
lose. The worst you can do is throw in the towel before the fight is over. You lose 
when you quit. You lose when you despair. You lose when you surrender to 
seemingly overwhelming circumstances.  
One of the most shocking bits of news this past week was the tragic suicide of a 
young pastor in California. He struggled with depression and anxiety and even 
had a teaching series prepared for his church about dealing with depression. 
Before he could even teach the series, he took his own life.  
Interestingly, one fellow pastor commented on this tragic loss by making this 
observation: 

"Depression is real and pastors are not exempt or defective who 
experience it," he said. "In this generation, pastors are expected to be 
business savvy, Instagram quotable preaching celebrities, fully accessible, 
deeply spiritual, not too young, not too old, and if a pastor doesn't quite 
measure up to someone's expectation at any given moment, they are 
given a two out of five star rating on Google. Wow! We have reduced the 
ministry to star ratings on Google! Let me recommend that you pray for 
your pastor and support your church faithfully! You'll probably never realize 
what they walk through privately." 
Think about that. For centuries churches and pastors have endured their 
fair share of criticisms but never before have we lived in an age like this 
where performance ratings are published on social media for all to see. 
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Some disgruntled person gets a bee in their bonnet over something the 
church did or the pastor said and they go to yelp or google and give them a 
bad review and publish a scathing diatribe against the pastor and church.  
And for some reason, that public smear is like a thorn in one’s side that 
festers but never goes away.  
That is just one example of the mental game satan plays. We all have 
people who don’t like us. We historically just avoid them. But our modern 
technology and social media brings things to the forefront and makes it 
difficult for us to simply ignore.  
The issue at hand here is the mind game satan plays to get the advantage 
over us. In a way, it relates to how we choose to read Revelation. Do we 
read it with fear and trepidation, or do we see the encouraging message 
that no matter what the enemy does, God wins? Do we see that no matter 
how bad this world gets, God prevails? Do we see the uplifting message 
that God’s judgment is the way he makes things right in a world that has 
gone terribly wrong? Do we see only the havoc satan is going to bring on 
this world, or do we see satan being squashed like a bug by the mighty 
hand of God?  

II. Sealed	By	God	
Going back to the issue of God’s care and protection of his own, the question 
that would inevitably arise is, “What about the times that God’s children are not 
protected from suffering and tragedy? Where was God then?” 
God certainly has the ability to seal his servants from the effects of judgment 
falling on the earth. But what about the pastor in California a few years ago who 
was studying late into the night at his office? When he left to go home he was 
shot and murdered exiting his office. What about the pastor in Alabama who got 
into his car to leave and backed up his car, running over his own baby? What 
about David Brainard, missionary to the native American Indians, riding his horse 
from tribe to tribe in driving snow storms, sleeping in snow drifts to take the 
gospel to the unevangelized, dying of tuberculosis before his 30th birthday? What 
about Oswald Chambers, author of “My Utmost for His Hightest” -one of the 
greatest devotional ever written. He died suddenly of appendicitis at age 43. A 
brilliant and gifted minister swept out in the prime of life. What about Emma 
Moss, daughter of Salvation Army founders William and Catherine Booth? She 
was in a train accident. Everyone on board survived except her?  
If God can seal us and protect us against violent judgments coming on the earth, 
why does he sometimes allow good righteous people to suffer loss?  
We all have questions we are compiling here on earth, hoping we will find 
answers to when we finally go home with the Lord. Why? Why do good people 
suffer? Why do innocent people suffer? Why do righteous people die young and 
sometime wicked people live record-breaking lives?  



When It All Finally Makes Sense 

 4 

Keep in mind these servants are sealed from the effects of the judgments coming 
on the earth, but hey are not sealed and protected from martyrdom. 
The only thing we can hold on to is sometimes God calls his people home when 
we least expect it. Like the martyrs who are impervious to the pain and suffering 
of God’s judgment yet die as martyrs, we understand that sometimes God allows 
suffering for a greater cause. God has a plan is far beyond our understanding. All 
we can do is trust Him and believe the Lord of all the earth shall do right.  

III. No	More	Tears	
9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, 
from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their 
hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 
“Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb.” 

11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 
living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped 
God, 12 saying: “Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power 
and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!” 

13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did 
they come from?” 14 I answered, “Sir, you know.” 

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have 
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, 

“they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; 
and he who sits on the throne will shelter them with his presence. 
16 ‘Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. 
The sun will not beat down on them,’ nor any scorching heat. 
17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; 
‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’ ‘And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes. 17 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall 
lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes. 
The scene changes quickly to depict the tribulation saints, robed in white, 
standing before the throne and worshipping God.  
This is a multicultural gathering. Saints from all nations, kindreds, people and 
tongues will gather as one to lift their voices together in worship of God. No 
matter how racially divided people may become on earth, we have to understand 
that in Heaven all divisions will be demolished, as it should be on earth. Our 
earthly prejudices and biases have no place in God’s kingdom.  
And the last statement tells us that God wipes away all tears. The implication is 
that the sorrow we carry here on earth will turn to joy when we finally understand 
God’s perfect plan, and we will finally have a satisfactory answer to every “why” 
we had here on earth.  


