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I. 	The	Fifth	Seal	
9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 
slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained.10 They called 
out in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the 
inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?” 11 Then each of them was given a white 
robe, and they were told to wait a little longer, until the full number of their fellow 
servants, their brothers and sisters, were killed just as they had been. 

A. A	necessary	sacrifice	
The ancient readers would have understood the significance of the language 
used here in the fifth seal more readily than the modern western culture reader. 
The culture more familiar with the Jewish practice of animal sacrifice would have 
recognized that the place under the altar was blood-soaked from the countless 
gallons of sacrificial blood that had flowed there over the centuries.  
The location of the souls under the altar would have suggested a connection to 
the theme of sacrifice. But why would martyrs have to serve as sacrifices? What 
benefit would their sacrifice purchase? Certainly not their own salvation, for 
Christ’s sacrifice was all-sufficient for the atonement of the sins of all mankind. 
Yet the vision of the fifth seal suggests the souls were sacrificed for some 
purpose.  
The answer lies in plain sight within this passage. The souls ask God “how long?” 
How long, what? The rest of the question is implied. “How long” until they see the 
fruit of their personal sacrifice. “How long” until they see vindication for their 
martyrdom. In God’s answer, He explains that the death of the martyrs will 
effectively open the door for the salvation of others.  
Ancient prophets like Isaiah, Zechariah, and Ezekiel foresaw three significant 
things for the future people of God: Their witness to the rest of the world, their 
martyrdom, and the conversion of the nations. It is doubtful the ancient prophets 
understood how these three events would relate to each other, but the 
information in the fifth seal puts the puzzle together for us. Martyrs would pay a 
sacrificial price for their witness and testimony. Their witnessing would plant 
seeds that would be watered and fertilized by the blood of their martyrdom and 
would bring forth the fruit of salvation of many others who would also be 
martyred. The blood of martyrs would be a powerful component in world 
evangelism. And that has been the history of Christianity. Human blood has 
repeatedly been sacrificially shed for the furtherance of the gospel.  
The Boxer rebellion was an uprising against foreign influence in China. During 
the rebellion, 188 protestant missionaries and 30,000 Chinese Christians were 
martyred. That was at the beginning of the 1900’s. Since that time, Christianity 
has exploded and China has become one the fastest growing hot spots for 
Christianity in the entire world. The blood of the martyrs paved the way for 
evangelism.  

B. Vindication	
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It is strange that those who are in Heaven are still seeking vindication. But the 
fact is, they are anticipating the time when God will bring forth the fruit of their 
labor so there will be tangible proof they labored not in vain. It is not as though 
they doubt God will do it, they are just waiting on God’s timing to bring it to pass.  
The souls of martyrs under the altar essentially depict the demand for justice for 
those who have suffered for righteousness’ sake, and God’s guarantee of 
vindication.  
Remember the words of Jesus in Matthew 23 while dressing down the 
hypocritical Pharisees.  
34 Wherefore, behold, I send unto you prophets, and wise men, and scribes: and some of 
them ye shall kill and crucify; and some of them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, 
and persecute them from city to city: 

35 That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood 
of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between 
the temple and the altar. 
Jesus promised that the blood of the martyrs from Abel to Zechariah would 
eventually be vindicated. This agrees with the scene of the souls of the martyrs 
under the altar. 
Vindication is the process of providing justification, or confirmation. Vindication 
absolves us of any guilt and sets the record straight. And our desire for 
vindication must not be a bad thing because the souls under the altar are seen 
crying out for vindication. They have been martyred for their testimony and they 
want some confirmation from God they did not die in vain. No wonder we crave 
vindication. We want the peace of mind knowing we have not lived or died in 
vain. We want to know there is a transcendent purpose to our suffering other 
than suffering because we supposedly deserve it. Many of us have been in 
similar situations. We want to be cleared of wrongdoing and we want God to set 
the record straight. We want the peace of mind knowing that our suffering has a 
greater purpose than self-deserved punishment.  
One of the most notable modern day examples is Nate Saint, Jim Elliot, and 
three others who formed a missionary team who attempted to reach the wild, 
remote tribe of Huaoranis. They discovered this unevangelized group of people 
while flying over Ecuador and decided to try to make connections with the anti-
social tribe by dropping gifts from the plane. When the tribe responded by leaving 
gifts of their own, the team made a beach landing four miles from the tribe to 
make personal contact. They camped for five days and their first contact was 
encouraging. However, on the fifth day the Huaoranis, armed with spears, 
inexplicably surrounded the missionaries and slaughtered them without 
provocation. Nate Saint’s sister continued the missionary outreach efforts to the 
tribe and eventually began to see many Huaoranis converted, including some of 
those who participated in the murder of first team. Steve Saint, Nate Saint’s son, 
often visited the mission that was ministering to the Huaoranis and was 
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eventually baptized by Mincaye, the very man who had killed his father but had 
converted to Christianity.   
And so the story goes and has gone on throughout the centuries. Fallen martyrs 
pave the way for evangelizing the world.  

C. How	long?	
While we can appreciate the high cost of taking the gospel to the world, we may 
not personally relate to that because of the country we live in having historically 
been openly receptive to the gospel. However, there is another element of this 
that we all can personally and powerfully relate to – the prayer, “How long, oh 
Lord?” 
How long, LORD? Will you be angry forever? How long will your jealousy burn like 
fire? 
Isaiah prayed and asked God how long his judgment would go on. (Is 6:11) 
Jeremiah (47:6) asked a similar question: How long until the sword of the Lord 
will rest?”  
Habakkuk was seeking an end to his turmoil when he cried out  
How long, LORD, must I call for help, but you do not listen? Or cry out to you, 
"Violence!" but you do not save? (1:2) 
And in Zechariah 1:12, even an angel asks the question 
"LORD Almighty, how long will you withhold mercy from Jerusalem and from the 
towns of Judah, which you have been angry with these seventy years? 

Have you noticed, like me, that God’s ways always seem slow and mysterious by 
human reckoning? Sometimes we cling to enough faith to believe God can and 
will, but we struggle with the seemingly slow timing. It is more exasperating than 
trying to watch cold water come to a boil.  
But prayer for vindication is not the only reason we have prayed, “How long, oh 
Lord?” We wait for an answer from God, no matter our situation, not having a 
clue when the answer will come. Waiting seems like a killer. It is a time in which 
we feel completely helpless. We can’t speed up time. We can’t rush the answer. 
We just have to wait. Don’t faint, just wait. Don’t give up, just wait. Waiting may 
seem like a killer, but waiting is priceless.  
They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. They shall mount up with 
wings as eagles. They shall run and not be weary. They shall walk and not faint.  

II. The	Sixth	Seal	
12 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned 
black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red,13 and the stars 
in the sky fell to earth, as figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The 
heavens receded like a scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island was 
removed from its place. 



The Vindicator 

 4 

15 Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the generals, the rich, the mighty, and 
everyone else, both slave and free, hid in caves and among the rocks of the 
mountains. 16 They called to the mountains and the rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from 
the face of him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17 For the great 
day of their wrath has come, and who can withstand it?” 
The sixth seal depicts the judgment of God on the world. If we keep this in 
context and recognize the continuous theme, then we see the judgment as the 
fulfillment of God’s promise to vindicate those who were martyred for the gospel.  
The language is powerfully descriptive showing God’s wrath impacting both earth 
and the heavens directly above. Earthquakes have always been feared by 
humans, and have historically been generally viewed as judgments from God (or 
the gods, as the case may be), as well as the blood-red moon and the falling 
stars.  
Those who tried to hide themselves teach us there is no place to hide from God’s 
wrath. No guilty person ever escapes.  
Even though our prayers for vindication should first and foremost be for the 
salvation of those who persecute us and not a vengeful desire for the destruction 
of our enemies. But the fact is that those who do not repent will indeed be 
destroyed by God and we will at last be vindicated.  
I don’t think any one of us here would be particularly fond of the prospect of 
suffering as a martyr for the sake of Christ. We like our peaceful existence as 
American Christians. But American Christianity is soft and unhealthy. Christianity 
is not exploding in the U.S. primarily because it is cheap. It costs us very little. In 
fact, some charlatans depict Christianity as a prosperous financial endeavor.  
But the Biblical truth is that the proper propagation of the gospel will ultimately 
cost us something. We are urged to present our bodies as a living sacrifice to 
God. We have a hard time even sacrificing our hobbies and carnal pleasures and 
worldly interests for God, much less being prepared to lay down our lives.  
There will be no vindication necessary for those who refuse to willingly suffer for 
the gospel. But for those who understand the true cost of discipleship, rest 
assured God will ensure your vindication. The sixth seal is our guarantee; our 
promise. Vindication is coming! Just be faithful and hold on!  

	


