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Revelation Chapter 5 

 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both 
sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, 
“Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or 
under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one 
was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to 
me, “Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is 
able to open the scroll and its seven seals.” 

6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, 
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven 
eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He went and took the scroll 
from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had taken it, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they 
were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s people. 9 And they 
sang a new song, saying: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, 
    and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and 
people and nation. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, 
    and they will reign on the earth.” 

11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, 
and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the 
elders. 12 In a loud voice they were saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and 
honor and glory and praise!”  

13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and 
all that is in them, saying: 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for 
ever and ever!” 

14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 
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I. A	Scroll	
A. With	writing	on	both	sides	

 The ancients would have understood that scrolls were typically written on one side 
only. Rarely the backside would also be used if the document was unusually long. 
Hence, one could see from the outward appearance that there would be more to this 
than would otherwise be in a single-sided scroll. This is no small book.  

B. Sealed		
Ancient scrolls with confidential information were typically bound by strings and the 
strings sealed with wax stamped with the personal seal of a signet ring. Thus, no one 
who was unauthorized (unworthy) was permitted to open the scroll. This scroll was tied 
with seven strings and seven seals.  

C. The	challenge	
“Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?”  

There were initially no takers and John wept bitterly. The language used here is 
strong, indicating the most dramatic form of mourning.  
This was done for the dramatic effect of emphasizing only  

II. 	The	Lion	of	Judah	Revealed	
A. Weeping	in	despair	

When John weeps at the prospect that no one was found that was worthy to open the 
book. There is a powerful lesson in this little bit of information that we cannot afford to 
pass over.  
John is convulsing in despair at the prospect of finding nobody in Heaven who is 
worthy to open the book. It is not so much that John is grieving over being denied 
knowledge of the book as it is John being overwhelmed at the hopelessness depicted. 
Like dreams we have, there are details we cannot explain, but we knew things that 
were just part of the plot of the dream. In John’s case, he just knew the book had to be 
opened and it would have been a grand crisis for all of Heaven and Earth if no one 
was found worthy for the task.  
How would you feel if you were convinced there was no hope for humanity? If Heaven 
went looking for someone worthy to be the Savior of the world and nobody answered 
the call? That would bring a dark cloud of despair upon us. But we will never know that 
despair because the Lamb is worthy.  
But even more than trying to imagine there is no one worthy in Heaven to serve as our 
Savior, we should think about those who truly have no hope because they do not know 
of the Savior. Even though they may not be stricken with a sense of hopelessness, we 
should be moved with compassion in their behalf, making the task of winning souls to 
Christ our foremost concern. 

B. One	is	worthy		
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One of the elders walks over to John who is just wailing and says, “Don’t weep. The 
Lion of the tribe of Judah has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven 
seals.”  
The next statement is the shocker. John looks and, it is the Lamb of God.  
The Lion is revealed to be a Lamb. The contrast is breathtaking! We expected a 
ferocious Lion. We get a Lamb. That is only a part of the paradox. He has triumphed, 
but he did not triumph through physical force. He did not triumph through military 
might. He came to conquer death, hell and the grave and he triumphed. But he 
triumphed through dying. It was that moment when death thought it had won. The 
grave thought is had prevailed. Satan had waited thousands of years for the 
showdown and, with Jesus in the tomb and the tomb sealed, satan thought he had 
won. Satan was the roaring, devouring lion of Hell. Jesus was the Lion of the tribe of 
Judah who proved to be a lamb led to the slaughter. Who would have thought the 
Lamb would prevail against the roaring lion of Hell? Who would have thought he would 
conquer through death rather than by slaughtering the enemy?  
The origin of this concept of the Lion of the Tribe of Judah stems from the 49th chapter 
of Genesis where we find Jacob blessing his sons. Here is what Jacob said about 
Judah. 
 

8 “Judah, your brothers will praise you; your hand will be on the neck of your enemies; 
    your father’s sons will bow down to you. 9 You are a lion’s cub, Judah; 
    you return from the prey, my son. Like a lion he crouches and lies down, 
    like a lioness—who dares to rouse him? 10 The scepter will not depart from Judah, 
    nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until he to whom it belongs shall come 
    and the obedience of the nations shall be his. 

Ancient Jewish literature often used the image of a lion to depict courage and power 
and authority.  
The Jewish people would eventually use the term (Lion of Judah) referring to the 
Messiah they believed would come through the line of David.  They expected their 
messiah to be like a lion. They expected a forceful, powerful, dominating personality. 
That is one reason so many Jewish leaders rejected Jesus is because he didn’t fit the 
profile they had imagined.  
Don’t lose the magnificent paradox of this scene. Remember that God has consistently 
baffled the world with his unorthodox ways of doing things. He uses the weak to 
confound the mighty, the foolish to confound the wise. Gideon thought he needed a 
bigger army. God said his army was already too big. That is the amazing story of how 
God works. He is the God of the impossible and he works best in impossible 
situations.  

C. A	lamb	with	seven	horns	and	seven	eyes.	
When seven is used in symbolic language, it is always connected with the power of 
God. In the previous chapter John saw the seven lamps before the throne that were 
interpreted for us as being the seven spirits of God. The seven horns and seven eyes 
in this passage are again interpreted as the seven spirits of God. We understand this 
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is symbolic language only and that God doesn’t really have seven spirits, but that His 
power emanates over all of the earth. The fullness of His power was upon Christ.  
Over 500 years earlier there was a man named Zerubbabel who was direct ancestor of 
Jesus. Zerubbabel was a direct descendant of King David and was entitled to sit on 
the throne, but there was no more throne to occupy since Israel had been taken 
captive by the Babylonians. Zerubbabel was allowed to serve as governor over Judah 
in the Babylonian empire. The Jews were allowed to return to Jerusalem and 
Zerubbabel felt the call to rebuild the temple. He had a vision, as recorded in the fourth 
chapter of Zechariah, in which he saw a lampstand with seven lamps on it and a bowl 
of oil at the top. Seven channels led from the bowl to supply the seven lamps with oil. 
Beside the lampstand were two olive trees, representing two anointed ones (sons of 
oil). In chapter three, Joshua the high priest had already been promised he would work 
together with another servant mysteriously known as the “branch” to fulfill the work of 
the Lord. Chapter four then points to these two men as the sons of oil who would work 
together to rebuild the temple. It was a daunting task, to be sure. But the vision of the 
lampstand was intended to encourage Zerubbabel just how these men would be able 
to accomplish their task.  
When the angel asked Zerubbabel if he understood who these two men were, he 
admitted he did not know. That is when the word of the Lord came to Zerubbabel and 
said,  
“’Not by might, not by power, but by my Spirit’  says the Lord Almighty.  
What are you mighty mountain? Before Zerubbabel, you will become level ground!”  

Thus Zerubbabel was promised that the task would be accomplished by the power of 
God working through him.  
This Lamb in Revelation with seven eyes and seven horns also operated purely by the 
power of God. He didn’t conquer death and Hell and the grave with physical strength, 
nor with armies of angels from Heaven. It was by the power of the Spirit that Hell had 
been defeated.  

III. The	Unlikely	Hero	
Not only was the Lion revealed to be a Lamb, but the Lamb was obviously slain. In 
earthly terms, we would see this as the victim becoming the ultimate victor. Hollywood 
understands the power of that kind of story – the underdog defies the odds and 
shockingly emerges as the winner. It is the storyline that propelled the Rocky movies 
to their enormous success.  
But there is no story that even comes close to the Lamb being the victor. The Lion who 
turned out to be a Lamb. This Lamb who went head to head with the grand champion 
of Hell, that ruthless predator from Hell that is described as a roaring lion that 
perpetually roams around seeking victims to devour. It is the Lamb vs. the Lion. It is 
the ultimate underdog story ever told. The Lamb is slain by the Lion from Hell and it 
doesn’t look good. But three days later He bursts forth from the tomb in glorious 
victory! The Lamb has prevailed!  


