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I. Our	Inordinate	Infatuation	With	Prophecy	And	Embarrassing	
Moments	

Perhaps there is not a more polarizing book in the entire Bible than Revelation. Filled 
with mysterious symbols, grotesque beasts, and terrifying scenarios, the book 
understandably provides a strange and unique attraction for us.  
People find it invigorating trying to decode the book. For the past two hundred years, 
the futuristic interpretation of the book has become wildly popular, spawning in recent 
years a few third-rate, overly-sensationalized movies as well as a number of best selling 
books in the Christian genre by authors like Hal Lindsey, Salem Kirban, and, perhaps 
most notable, Tim LaHaye and his left behind series. While reveling in the intoxicating 
studies of the end times, we find much more confusion than clarity arising out of our 
sincere efforts.  
While many claim to have the key to unlocking this book, few agree in their conclusions. 
There simply has been no clear consensus.  
Much of the problem is that we are addicted to sensationalism, and modern day 
teachings on Revelation feed right into that consumer demand.  
It doesn’t take much effort to compile a list of embarrassing “prophetic” proclamations in 
recent years set forth by the self-appointed experts in end-time events (eschatology).  
One of the most prolific offenders is the Jehovah’s Witnesses. They have repeatedly set 
“end of the world” dates, only to be humiliated time and again – 1874, 1878, 1881, 
1910, 1918, 1925, 1975, 1984.  
Remember the Branch Davidians? This movement was based on leader David Koresh 
and his teaching on the Seven Seals, believing themselves to be God’s chosen people 
in the last days.  
But such irresponsible antics are not reserved only for the false cults.  
Do you remember in the 1970’s the popular story of a huge computer in Belgium called 
“the beast”? That was a popular illustration for preachers. Colin Deal even put it in one 
of his popular books on the end times. It was not true. The source was from a fictitious 
novel.  
Or what about Saint Martin, the bishop of Tours, France who wrote, “there is no doubt 
the Antichrist has already been born.” That was written in the fourth century.  Still no 
Antichrist.  
And what about the schools of interpretation? Dispensationalism is a hot commodity in 
the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries, but not so much in previous centuries. What do you 
make of the Millennium? Will Christ return before or after the Millennium? Jack Hayford 
is an Amillennialist, as were Augustine, Luther, and Calvin. (we are now living in a 
symbolic Millennium). The early church father’s were pre-millennialists. Jonathan 
Edwards and Charles Finney were both post-millennialists.  
What about the tribulation and the church? Do you believe the church will go through 
the tribulation? That makes you pre-trib. Or are you mid-trib? Or post-trib? Most 
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Dispensationalists tend to be pre-millennial and pre-trib? The early church fathers were 
pre-Millennial, but post-trib.   
It is enough to make you scream.  

II. Revelation	More	Than	A	Prophetic	Road	Map	
All the confusing speculation aside, Revelation has value for us, but a different kind of 
value than you typically hear in this day and age. You will not walk away with a better 
understanding of the day and hour in which Christ will return. You will not find deeper 
clues about the identity of the Antichrist. You will not discover the mysterious ties 
between modern day event in the Middle East and Biblical prophecy. You will not 
uncover the true identity of Mystery Babylon, the great Harlot.  
But what you will find is solid reinforcement of some of the great foundational truths of 
Christianity.  
Now buried beneath all the rubble of the overly-sensationalized teachings on Revelation 
we hear today are the following truths in this book.  
God is majestic. 
Jesus is Heaven’s Lamb, slain for all sinners.  
God’s judgments are testimony to the skeptical world that God will avenge his people.  
Sin doesn’t go unpunished.  
God can and will accomplish His will through a small remnant, even against the greatest 
odds.  
Worship leads moves us from grief over our own troubles to God’s eternal purpose for 
us.  
Proclaiming Christ invites persecution. 
Christ is worth dying for. 
There is a radical contrast between God’s righteous and holy kingdom, and the wicked 
kingdom of this world.  
The hope God has prepared for us far exceeds our present sufferings. 
God’s plan includes representatives of all peoples, nations, tongues.  
Jesus Christ is Lord 
The most popular schools of interpretation for Revelation are Historical, Futurist, and 
Preterist – already fulfilled, yet to be fulfilled, being fulfilled right now.  
The Futurist is the most popular in this day and age. But one aspect of interpreting 
Revelation that is most often missed is the contextual application. The letter was written 
to seven real churches and they understood it in ways the modern reader would not 
understand. While there are timeless truths in this book, it is very helpful to keep a close 
eye on the contextual meaning.  
For instance, in 1:3, we read  



A Message to the Church 

 3 

3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear 
it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 

If we quit acting like this was written directly and solely to us, then we can understand 
that the letter was written to seven specific churches. Such a letter would be read by 
one person. Hence, blessings are pronounced on the official reader and on the hearers 
to take heed of the message.  
Another important thought from verse 3 is the expectation of a clear, overarching 
message of the letter. How can those who hear be blessed for receiving and obeying 
the message if there is no clear message to respond to? This is more than information. 
It is a call to action. The message to the churches in this book extends far beyond the 
individual messages in the 2nd and 3rd chapters.  

A. The	Purpose	in	a	Nutshell	
It is important to understand the state of the churches in Asia. They were facing severe 
persecution. One tempting way to escape persecution is to compromise. Preach an 
easier gospel. Take a softer approach regarding sin. Be careful not to offend people. 
Adopt worldly standards and philosophies. These churches faced the danger of diluting 
their message and compromising their faith. Some of the churches stood strong and 
others had already begun their downward spiral. The message to all the churches was 
to stand strong and not to take the easy path.  
What these churches desperately needed was a fresh Revelation of Jesus Christ.  
That is exactly what we need today. Too many churches are compromising. The 
American church is crumbling. In some cases the leadership is charting a new, 
contemporary course for the church, adopting the world’s ideals and philosophies. But 
the rot of the American church is not solely in the direction of the leadership. It is also in 
the lifestyles of the congregation.  
Members of the congregation have a personal responsibility to take a stand against 
worldly compromises. We can say we believe in the Bible and what it teaches us about 
sin and holiness, but it is hypocritical to live a lifestyle that contradicts Biblical principles. 
You can’t call yourself a Christian and commit adultery or fornication. You can’t call 
yourself a Christian and shack up someone. That is not what God’s word teaches us. 
You can’t call yourself a Christian and steal from the people you work for. You can’t call 
yourself a Christian and think abortion is a woman’s right. It is not a health issue. It is 
murder. You can’t call yourself a Christian and believe everyone has a right to choose 
their gender. God created them male and female. End of discussion.  
You can’t call yourself a Christian and have same-sex relations.  
You can’t call yourself a Christian and have a sewer mouth. Jesus said, “What you say 
flows from what is in your heart.”  
The American church is compromising because we have lost our sense of holiness and 
the holiness of God. We need a fresh revelation of Jesus Christ! 
The temptation to surrender to the pressure of this world, the pressure of our culture, 
and the pressure of popular opinion is more dangerous to the church than who is in the 
White House and which party is in control of Congress.   
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III. The	Time	Is	Near	–	Are	You	Ready?	
The logical question is, “the time for “what” is near? 
Some may wonder how the time for Christ’s coming could be near if 1900 years have 
passed and He still hasn’t come. But maybe is isn’t necessarily referring to Christ’s 
coming as much as the days of stress and tribulation that will test the church until Christ 
does come. Christ declared that His kingdom would one day come, but in a sense it was 
already here. “Already is, but not yet” is the phrase we use to describe the presence of 
His Kingdom, but still a phase of it yet to come. In a sense, the “time” is upon us that will 
test our faith until Christ comes. The time of great persecution for those churches was 
very near, yet the churches were flabby and unprepared for what would soon come.  
In another sense, we are to live each day with an urgent expectancy. The fact of His 
return should be on our minds constantly. We should live as though He is coming today.  
What we should not do is buy into foolish date setting. Just this week there was another 
story circulating on social media that claims the Bible says Christ is coming June 24th of 
this year. The Bible doesn’t say that. Period. But there is a predictable number of people 
who will buy into this and try to spread a little panic. The fact that we don’t know means 
we can’t set dates. Jonathan Edwards believed God was using the Awakening to 
prepare people for His soon return. William Booth believed God was using him and the 
Salvation Army to fully establish His Kingdom here on Earth. As 1899 turned to 1900, 
people took out full page ads in New York and Chicago papers warning people Jesus 
was coming back. He didn’t.  People thought WW1 was the end of the world. People 
thought WW2 was the end of the world. People thought the turn of the century and 
Millennium in the year 2000 was the Biblically defined time Christ would come. 
Computers were supposed to shut down and the world go black and that would be the 
end. It didn’t happen. 
We know with every passing day His coming is closer than ever before. We are 1900 
years close to His coming than John was, and the Asian churches in Revelation were.  
The most foolish thing we could possibly do is live without a sense of urgency. We dare 
not take a casual approach to life. We can’t live like we have plenty of time.  
I like being on time. I hate tardiness. I like being early so I am for sure on time. Running 
late creates anxiety in me. Yet I know people who are so casual about being late. It 
doesn’t bother them at all. Maybe that is not a spiritual issue on earthly matters, but 
living with that kind of casual attitude about the return of Jesus is no good. I don’t want 
to be late for earthly appointments, and I don’t want to be caught unprepared for 
Heavenly appointments. I want to be READY! Readiness puts me at ease. I can sleep 
at night knowing I am ready! I can relax throughout the day because I know I am ready. 
I have no anxiety because I know I am ready! 
Are you ready?  


