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Acts 18 

I. Theology	is	Like	Spinach	
(The benefits are great but many don’t like it) 
The letters written by Paul (known as Pauline Epistles) provide us perhaps the most 
valuable resource we have for the development of Christian theology. In fact, that may 
be a gross understatement. According to N.T. Wright, Paul INVENTED Christian 
theology, and one is therefore left to wonder what we would have today if we didn’t 
have the works of Paul. Before Paul, there was no in-depth theology about God and 
before Christianity, there was obviously no Christian theology. The Greeks had a very 
minimal form of theology. To them, theology was a branch of physics, which was a 
study of everything that existed. To the Greeks, the gods existed, so they were 
included in physics. But their theology was limited to mere speculation and theories 
about the gods, their nature, their character, their purpose.  
You might find it surprising the even the Jews did not have a sophisticated theology. 
Their labor of love was to understand and apply the Torah (Jewish law). They did very 
little to understand more about God. The biggest question the Jews concerned 
themselves with was simply “When is the Messiah coming?”  
Neither did Jesus develop theology to the depth that Paul did. While the teachings of 
Jesus are priceless, in his short three years during which he produced no books or 
literature he focused mainly on one central message, proclaiming the good news of 
the kingdom of God.  
But Paul had the mind and the desire to invent theology. He wanted to lay a 
theological foundation upon which people could grow and develop.  
Theology grows people. Paul was not catechistic (simply setting forth concisely 
articulated tenets of faith to be memorized). That doesn’t grow people.  
The whole goal of raising children is to get them to the point where they get it. We can 
drill them in the list of do’s and don’ts, the list of good and bad, right and wrong, but 
what we want is to equip them to be able to discern those things on their own so if 
they ever lose their list they are not completely helpless. You have heard parents 
instructing their children as they tell them what not to do, then they reinforce that with 
“And why is it we don’t do that?” They are trying to get them to put all the pieces 
together.  
That is what Paul wanted. He wanted to provide a theological foundation upon which 
people could grow, not just a mere catechism to memorize.  
That is why Paul’s letters are so valuable to us. We love the gospels and the thrill of 
the miracles and the brilliant mind of Jesus as he squashes the greatest scholars of 
his day. And the message of good news to the weak and poor and oppressed and 
enslaved is nothing less than inspiring. And of course the death, burial and 
resurrection are unmatched. But Paul knew the church needed more. We couldn’t 
thrive on the brief historical accounts of the incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection of 
Jesus. Those give us purpose, those are the soil in which the church is planted, but 
they don’t provide the nutritional elements for nurturing and developing the church.  
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There is no particular order in which we can tackle Paul’s letters that will 
systematically take us from Pauline Theology 101- onward. We just jump in 
anywhere. I have chosen Paul’s first letter to the Corinthian church for our series. 
There will be certain rules we need to understand about reading and applying these 
letters so we get the maximum benefit.  
One rule to keep in mind is that Paul’s letters are both timely and timeless. They are 
timely in that there was a real church in Corinth that had very specific issues that 
prompted Paul to address through this two letters. “Timely” means his letters had a 
contextual application for a specific people in a specific place at a specific time with 
specific issues. Corinth was a church that struggled internally with issues concerning 
marriage, lawsuits, sexual immorality, partisanship, carnality, meat sacrificed to idols, 
worship, and Christian doctrine (catechism). The church’s confusion on these issues 
threatened to divide the church and Paul worked hard to keep that from happening. 
You see, one of Paul’s most fundamental beliefs was the importance of the unity of 
the church. We will see, within the original context, how Paul dealt with those issues.  
But his letters are timeless insomuch as we can make applications relevant for us 
today. Not only do we also find we wrestle those identical issues of marriage and 
lawsuits and doctrines, but we have issues like legalism that parallel the issue of 
sacrificial meat, and church discipline that parallels the issue of how the church dealt 
with the man who entered an illicit relationship with his father’s wife.  
Another rule is to know that some statements are culturally oriented and have no 
modern day parallel or application.  
Still another rule is that sometimes the application is better made to the church in 
general than to individuals. We will learn and apply all the rules as we make our way 
through the letter.  

II. Planting	a	Church	in	Hell	
After this Paul departed from Athens and went to Corinth. 2 There he found a Jew named 
Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because 
Claudius had ordered all the Jews to depart from Rome. Paul approached them, 3 and because 
he worked at the same trade, he stayed with them and worked with them (for they were 
tentmakers by trade). 4 He addressed both Jews and Greeks in the synagogue every Sabbath, 
attempting to persuade them. 

5 Now when Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul became wholly absorbed with 
proclaiming the word, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6 When they opposed 
him and reviled him, he protested by shaking out his clothes and said to them, “Your blood be 
on your own heads! I am guiltless! From now on I will go to the Gentiles!” 7 Then Paul left 
the synagogue and went to the house of a person named Titius Justus, a Gentile who 
worshiped God, whose house was next door to the synagogue. 8 Crispus, the president of the 
synagogue, believed in the Lord together with his entire household, and many of the 
Corinthians who heard about it believed and were baptized. 9 The Lord said to Paul by a 
vision in the night, “Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent, 10 because I am with 
you, and no one will assault you to harm you, because I have many people in this city.” 11 So 
he stayed there a year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. 
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Corinth was a large city in the Roman Empire exceeded only by Rome and 
Alexandria. It’s strategic location made it a natural center for commerce and trade 
which brought great wealth into the city. Prosperity draws people and fosters 
corruption. Consequently, Corinth was notoriously wicked, filled with idolatry and 
sexual immorality.  
Every two years Corinth hosted their own version of the Roman Olympics which was 
quite popular and successful in its own right. Corinth boasted a stadium which seated 
18,000, and a concert hall seating 3000 where  dramas and musical entertainment 
were regularly scheduled.  
Gordon Fee suggest Corinth was the ancient equivalent of modern day New York, 
L.A., and Las Vegas all rolled into one.  
In the 18th chapter of Acts, we have the account of how Paul managed to plant a 
church in this city. Paul came to Corinth and found Aquila and Priscilla, husband and 
wife who were not only tent makers by trade like Paul, but were also believers. He 
stayed with them while he took his message to the local synagogue every Sabbath. 
But the Jews of the city were angered by his message and actually turned on him. It 
was at this point that Paul finally announced he was done trying to reach the blinded 
people of the Jewish faith and he would henceforth put all his efforts and energy in to 
evangelizing the Gentiles. From there, Paul met Justus who lived right next to the 
synagogue and also happened to be a believer. Then Paul discovered Crispus, the 
chief ruler of the synagogue had come to be a believer and his whole family also 
believed. Then many of the residents of Corinth heard Paul’s message and believed 
and were baptized. Then Paul had a vision in the night in which God told him not to be 
afraid to continue to preach. God would make sure he was not harmed. God said, “I 
have many people in this city”, or many people that needed to hear this message and 
be converted. This inspired Paul to stay and minister for 1½ years, evangelizing the 
lost and discipling his converts. Thus was the church of Corinth established.  

III. What	if	Paul	Had	Given	Up?		
When Jesus trained and commissioned his select band of men, He intended for them 
to invade the darkness with the light of the gospel. He intended for them to shine the 
light in light-deprived areas. Corinth was such a place. This was a city renowned for 
its depravity. The presence of the Jewish synagogues there did nothing to stem the 
tide of wickedness, but only served as a haven for the Jews against the encroaching 
darkness.  
But Paul lit a torch in that city. He was on the verge of giving up in discouragement. 
He knew the irrefutable truth about the Messiah and he pleaded with his fellow Jews 
to heed his message, but they would not listen.  
I understand people having a variety of opinions on certain matters. I know some 
people who love cold weather, others who love summer. We offer up our opinions 
about our favorite food, our favorite restaurant, our favorite kind of music, Dodge, 
Ford, or Chevy, Packers or Bears, Cubs or Cardinals.  
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But is there anything more frustrating than presenting incontrovertible truth that 
someone refuses to accept? They argue against it. That is what frustrated Paul. He 
knew without any doubt Jesus to be the Son of God, the long-awaited Messiah. He 
came to tell his Jewish people the Messiah had indeed come and announced the 
good news of the Kingdom. He knew it because Jesus appeared to Him and proved 
himself to Him and told him to go tell others. That is exactly what he was doing. He 
was telling others about the Messiah and they refused to believe. Paul possessed the 
truth and in town after town he went first to the synagogue and tried to convince his 
people Messiah had come. He had marginal results being mostly mocked and 
ridiculed and sometimes violently beaten. It all came to a head in Corinth when, after 
ministering for many Sabbath days in the synagogues, the Jews tired of hearing his 
story and rose up against him. That is when Paul lost his patience and said, “I’ve had 
it! I am done with you people!” and he shook out his garments against them, which 
was a cultural way of saying, “I wash my hands of you.” He said, “Your blood be on 
your own head. From now on, I am going to the Gentiles!”  
But just when he was ready to give up, he discovers Crispus, the chief ruler of the 
synagogue had believed the good news. Crispus went home and shared his new 
found faith with his family and they believed. Other Jewish friends heard about their 
conversion and they begin to come in. A little revival of sorts was starting in Corinth. 
And God told Paul, “Don’t quit! Stay and minister. I have many more people here that 
are ready to hear and receive this message!”  
What if Paul had not planted that seed in Corinth? What if Crispus had never heard?  

IV. Bringing	The	Influences	of	the	World	Into	the	Church	
The problems in the Corinthian church arose largely due to baggage many of the 
congregants brought along with them into Christianity. Not only were the Corinthians, 
for the most part, prosperous people, they were also infected with the characteristics 
and attitudes developed in them from their culture. It is quite apparent that the people 
in the Corinthian church suffered from a great deal of arrogance and immaturity. 
These were characteristics carried over from their Greek/Roman culture, a culture rich 
in sophistry, or the art of using fallacious arguments with the intent to deceive. The 
culture also emphasized class distinction, elevating the higher social class and 
denigrating the lower. Also, having come out of gross idolatrous heathen culture, their 
moral sensitivities were non-existent and they had to learn basic godly virtues and 
morals.  
Discipling involved helping people to understand they have to completely re-evaluate 
what they have learned from the world and find the mind of Christ. They have to 
understand the Biblically based worldview will be at complete odds with their previous 
worldview. God provides a renewing of the mind, but if the individual doesn’t take 
proactive steps in refuting the wisdom of the world and pursuing godly wisdom, they 
won’t make the conversion successfully.  
The people of Corinth brought their arrogance and class distinctions and worldly 
mindset into the church and poisoned it.  
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Paul’s writings are clear on the necessity of a new mindset, letting old things pass 
away and all things become new. I know it is a process, but sometimes we make the 
process unnecessarily long. We just don’t want to let go of our upbringing.  
One of the most discouraging things is when I hear Christians defend their flaws by 
saying, “Well, that is just the way I am”. That is nothing but excusing bad behavior. 
We are certainly expected to come to God, like the old song says, “Just as I am”. But 
that was not supposed to describe an ongoing lifestyle. When we come to God, he 
expects us to come just as we are but be transformed into what He wants us to be. 
Every time we come to church, every time we read the Bible, we should be listening 
for God to speak into us, for the Spirit to challenge us to grow, to change, to be made 
more and more like Jesus every day. God didn’t save us to stay the same. He saved 
us to transform us.  
As we make our way through 1 Corinthians, we will see clear evidence of Paul 
addressing these fundamental character flaws in the Corinthian congregants. He will 
address their immaturity. He will rebuke their partisanship. Throughout most of his 
letters, he will emphasize the fundamental importance of continuously discovering 
God. That is what Paul’s theology is about. It is a journey of discovery and 
development. Are you ready to take that journey? 


