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I. Moriah	is	a	Place	of	Testing	
Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” Genesis 22:1 

At the end of chapter 21, after signing the peace treaty with Abimelech, Abraham does 
two things to memorialize this event – he plants a tree and he worshipped the Lord 
using a new name. You see, God had made such miraculous provision that Abraham’s 
faith and trust in God grew even stronger. Abraham called on God using a new name – 
El Olam, The Eternal God or more accurately, The Enduring God. The longer Abraham 
walks with God, the more he learns about God.  Abraham has come to the point in his 
relationship where he is particularly impressed with God’s enduring quality. He is 
eternal, and he is unchanging. God had proven himself to Abraham to be dependable, 
so Abraham worships Him and addresses him as the Enduring One.  
In chapter 22 we have the account God calling Abraham to offer Isaac as a human 
sacrifice. The chapter opens with this verse: 
Some time later God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” (22:1) 
What is not readily apparent to our 21st century eye is that the author used the term 
“Elohim”, a plural noun which loosely translates as “the gods”. This term is used many 
times in scripture but all occasions of its usage can be categorized.  
* When men are “walking with God” such as Enoch. 
* When discussing the actions of God with a foreigner, such as Abimelech or Pharaoh, 
individuals who would have only a passing understanding of God.  
* When one of the patriarchs makes a reference back to God who has previously been 
given a specific name. In such cases, the use of Elohim would be the equivalent of 
saying, “That God”. This is how the author used the term here. Abraham called God 
“The Enduring God.” Chapter 22 points back to that title and says, “That God” (the 
Enduring God) tested Abraham. The God whom Abraham came to believe was 
trustworthy and dependable is the God that is now going to put Abraham to the test to 
see if, under the most difficult trial, he is willing and able to continue to believe God is 
dependable and trustworthy.  
If you believe He is faithful, or merciful, or loving, or trustworthy, you will be tested to 
see if you truly believe that to be the case. If you believe God has everything under 
control, will you still believe it when it seems your world is spinning out of control? If you 
believe God can set the captive free, will you still believe it when you find yourself in 
bondage? If you believe God still works miracles, will you believe that when you need a 
miracle? It is easy to believe anything about God in the good times, the easy times. But 
how does your theology hold up when you are going through the storm?  
Abraham was right. God is the Enduring one. We are the fickle ones. He doesn’t 
change. We change with our circumstances.  

A. Why	was	Abraham	compliant?		
There is no doubt this account is a difficult story that scholars grapple with. It raises 
many questions without providing clear answers. One question which most people 
would ask is “Why would Abraham consent to sacrifice his own son?” Isn’t that the point 
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when you begin to wonder if you are really hearing from God, or just hallucinating? This 
is incomprehensible for us in our culture today, because we hear of so many stories of 
crazy people who murder their family and make some absurd claim that God told them 
to do it. We also have laws that help guard against such seemingly irrational behavior. 
With our 21st century cultural setting, we can hardly process this story.  
However, Abraham had a heathen upbringing and he lived among the Canaanites who 
were very familiar with human sacrifice. They believed their god of fertility required 
repayment of some kind in order to keep blessing them with fertility. The repayment 
might the sacrifice of crops or even children. So culturally Abraham would not have 
been shocked at such a request from God as we would be. Nevertheless, that doesn’t 
mean Abraham did not have deep struggles with the idea of giving up his long awaited 
son of the promise. We can be sure it didn’t make sense to Abraham since the death of 
Isaac would also be the death of the promise.  
Conspicuously absent from the narrative are the surrounding details. What did Abraham 
tell Sarah? Did she think this was a special outing for father and son to bond? Did 
Abraham tell her the truth? Was Sarah’s faith in God strong enough to handle the truth? 
If Abraham didn’t tell Sarah the truth, how did he plan to explain returning without 
Isaac? Where did Isaac think he was going and why did he have to go along? Only one 
question is recorded, “where is the sacrifice?” What kind of conversations did Abraham 
and Isaac have on this journey?  
The narrative doesn’t include any description of the inner feelings or emotional struggle 
of Abraham. In the way the story is told, Abraham is presented as cold and mechanical. 
We know these elements must have been there, but they are left to our imagination.  

B. Another	Obstacle	to	Overcome	
From the day God spoke to Abraham and called him out of Ur of the Chaldees to follow 
him to a new land, Abraham met with obstacles that could have, might have caused him 
to quit and go back home. But here is another obstacle, and a very unique one. This 
one is not the result of human doubt or impatience, or poor judgment. This one is 
specifically designed by God – a command that Abraham should sacrifice Isaac. Of 
course, without Isaac, the promise is dead.  
We all know what it is like to fight against obstacles thrown in our path by the enemy. 
We know what it is like to fight against flesh and blood - people who oppose our work 
for whatever reason. Just like Sanballat, Tobiah and Geshem, the men who made it 
their sole business to harass Nehemiah and the workers while they were trying to build 
the wall. We want the journey of life to be an uncrowded eight lane express highway 
with no detours, or potholes or traffic jams. In reality, life is a rugged path with twists and 
turns and fallen trees and huge boulders and washed out bridges. It is hard enough just 
to navigate all the typical obstacles of life. What are we to think when God personally 
sets an obstacle in our path and says, “I want to see if you can navigate through this 
without losing the faith”?  
This kind of God-ordained obstacle is called a test.  

C. A	real	test	
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The word “test” used here most certainly implies trying the quality or value of something 
or someone.  
For a test to be of any value, it has to push the limits. Who would want to use a new 
bungie cord that had never been tested? Who would want to take a flight in a new 
airplane that had never been tested to see if it can fly, or to see what kind of wind and 
turbulence it can withstand? Who would want to use a parachute made out of a new 
material if the strength of the material had never been tested?  
By nature, the only test that has any real value is the test that takes you to the limits. If 
God tests us, it won’t be some silly little test that any child could ace. If God tests us He 
is going to find out what we are made of, how strong our faith is.  
God wants to find out what you are made of. God wants you to discover what you are 
made of. A hard test can reveal what we are made of when we pass through the fire.  

II. Moriah	is	a	Place	of	Benefit	and	Purpose	
We find it much easier to cope with our trials when we find some redeeming purpose. 
When we can see no purpose, we doubt, we complain, we lose heart and sometimes 
lose our faith. Sometimes we understand why God allows us to go through our 
struggles. No pain, no gain. Our trials strengthen us. Our failures instruct and refine us. 
Tribulation works patience.  
But what purpose can God possibly have for putting Abraham through a traumatic 
experience like this? Understand first the difference between benefits and purpose.  

A. There	were	definite	benefits	from	this	ordeal.		

1. Increasing	Abraham’s	faith	
2. To	give	us	a	very	clear	statement	that,	in	a	culture	that	commonly	practiced	
human	sacrifice,	the	Enduring	God	does	not	require	and	will	not	tolerate	human	
sacrifice.	He	has	a	better	way!	
3. Revealing	God	to	Isaac	

Isaac would become one of the major players in the line of the patriarchs. He would 
need a first-hand encounter with God deeply etched on his soul. Think about it! Of all 
the personal encounters Abraham had with God, none of them would matter to anyone 
but Abraham. But Abraham takes Isaac with him to Moriah where he too will learn what 
it means to have a personal encounter with God.  
Mister, let me suggest this. You can teach your son a skill, and that is a wonderful thing. 
You can teach your son how to play sports and that can be fun. You can teach your son 
how to work on a car, or how to wire an outlet, or how to catch a fish or load and shoot a 
gun. You can teach your son a great work ethic and that is admirable. You can teach 
your son to treat women with godly respect and that is honorable.  
Or, you might be one of those less honorable dad’s who thinks it is clever to teach your 
son to be a man of the world. Teach them how to handle their alcohol! Or like Milton 
Berle, buy your son a night with a prostitute for his 16th birthday and tell him he is now a 
real man.  
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But there is nothing more important than leading your son to a place where he can have 
his own personal encounter with God. This is your Moriah. This is the mountain where it 
is just you and God. Take your children there! Let them see the power of God first hand! 
This was the greatest father/son outing in the history of mankind! 
But those are benefits. What is the purpose? That is found in 22:12 
12 “Do not lay a hand on the boy,” he said. “Do not do anything to him. Now I know that you fear 
God, because you have not withheld from me your son, your only son.” 
The purpose was to provide God the kind of demonstrated, documented proof he 
needed to know Abraham trusted him. God needed to know Abraham’s motives. Was 
he following God for the land? If it was only for the land, one would expect Abraham to 
go home. “No amount of land is worth sacrificing my son!” Or was he following God 
because he loved and trusted Him? God wants to know your motives are right.  

III. Moriah	is	Where	God	Sees	to	the	Details	
13 Abraham looked up and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He went over and 
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.  

Who among us can read this story and not appreciate the tense drama! The altar is 
completed, the wood is neatly stacked on the altar. Abraham ties Isaac with ropes and 
lays him on top of the wood. Everything is complete except driving the knife into Isaac’s 
heart, then setting the wood on fire to burn the body. Abraham pulls the sharpened knife 
from the leather sheath, all the while fighting nausea and a tendency to faint. But when 
he grabbed the knife, God intervened. “STOP! Don’t touch the boy! Now I know you are 
willing to give me EVERYTHING!  
And at that moment, he hears the sound of a ram, caught in the thickets. That was the 
timely sacrifice God had provided!  
Abraham runs to capture the ram and quickly prepares it for the sacrifice.  
And while the fat of the lamb crackled in the hot fire, Abraham found a new name for 
God: Jehovah Jireh – the Lord will provide! The word “provide” more literally reads 
“sees”, but is not used as eyesight, but in the sense, to see to something in a 
supervisory manner. To take care of the details. God will see to it!  
And Moses added this note of his own to highlight Abraham’s discovery.  
And to this day it is said, “On the mountain of the Lord it will be provided.”  Verse 14 

Only three mountains in scripture are called the mountain of the Lord. Mount Moriah, 
Mount Sinai, and Jerusalem (where the last temple sacrifice was made). All three 
mountains are proof God takes care of all the details. On the mountain of the Lord, it will 
be provided. Not on the mountain of your own selfish ambitions. Not in the valley of your 
own hedonistic pleasures. But on the mountain of the Lord, it will be provided.   
There is not a more powerful lesson for us out of this passage than that one truth. When 
you go your own way, you are on your own. But when you follow God, though it be to 
the distant mountain top, He will see to your business. He will provide!   


