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Genesis 20 & 21 

I. God	Reveals	Himself	to	Abimelech	
The account of the friendly relationship that developed between Abraham and 
Abimelech is bisected by the narrative of the birth of Isaac.  
In the first half of this story, Abimelech discovers Abraham deceived him by 
representing Sarah only as his sister and failing to mention she was also his wife. 
When the household of Abimelech is stricken with judgment from God, 
Abimelech realizes the problem is he has taken another man’s wife. God gives 
Abimelech specific instructions to return Sarah to Abraham and have Abraham 
pray for him.  
We find it rather surprising Abimelech is actually very cooperative in all this, even 
though we see plenty of reason he could have reacted like the king of Egypt, 
angrily driving Abraham out of the country.  
In the process of mending fences, Abimelech brought three gifts to his meeting 
with Abraham. Livestock and servants for Abraham; An apology to Sarah 
accompanied by a thousand shekels of silver for “her brother”; and finally, land 
for Abraham. It was land where Abraham could settle and dig a well and call 
home.  
After these gifts from Abimelech, Abraham prayed for the king and the curse of 
barrenness was lifted.  
There is something very unusual, unpredictable, about all this. The man who 
seems to be the innocent victim of Abraham’s deception is cursed, yet Abraham, 
the culprit, ends up with livestock, silver and land. Furthermore, this powerful king 
is groveling before a Nomad and, as we will see in just a few moments, pleading 
with Abraham to make a peace treaty with him so they won’t have any future 
conflicts.  
There is only one thing that can explain all this unusual behavior: Abimelech 
sees God through Abraham. We have to dismiss all our thoughts and opinions 
about human merit and focus only on the God factor.  

A. This	speaks	to	us	about	grace.		
God is revealing more about himself through this sequence of events.  
He is a God of grace. Undeserving people are blessed.  

B. This	speaks	to	us	about	mercy	
Those who are legally and technically guilty find a reprieve.  

C. This	speaks	to	us	about	God’s	power	and	authority	
Abimelech discovered God could shut up the womb of every woman in his 
harem, causing his kingdom to shrivel and die. He also discovered God could 
open the wombs again and restore them. Abimelech would have never agreed to 
make peace with Abraham if he wasn’t convinced of the power and authority of 
Abraham’s God.  
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I think part of the problem people have is they don’t have a full appreciation for 
the power and authority of God. How can anyone fully understand our entire life 
is in His hands and still live in fearless disobedience? Maybe we have convinced 
ourselves we only answer to earthly authorities and are only bound by man-made 
laws. Maybe we have discovered how to cheat on those two forces without 
penalty. Maybe we tend to live like morality is rooted in the soil of social customs, 
and society is not only very fickle, but very forgiving.  
But God revealed himself in such a convincing way that this king moved with fear 
and respect for the one who had been offended. Abimelech figured out this God 
is not one to trifle with.  
All my life I have been driven by a healthy respect for God. Ever since I was a 
small child, I had a deep awareness of omniscience and omnipresence and 
omnipotence of God. Those qualities were reinforced in those little Sunday 
School songs we used to sing. “He’s got the whole world in his hands.”  
“Be careful little eyes what you see. For the Father up above is looking down on 
you with love.” I grew up with a keen sense that God saw everything and knew 
everything. I couldn’t hide from him. I couldn’t run from him. My entire life was 
completely open before Him. I grew up believing God expected me to behave 
and act decently. Even if Mom and Dad never knew, I knew God knew.  
I grew up believing Hell was a place for disobedient and rebellious people. I had 
a view Master when I was a little boy. One of the slides I had was the story of 
Lazarus. One of the slides showed the rich man in hell in flames. It was in 3D. 
And living color. I didn’t want to go to Hell.  
So, I believed in God. I believed He demanded right behavior from me. I believed 
he saw everything I did and heard every word whispered in private. I believed in 
Heaven. I believed in Hell. How do you get away with acting like a heathen if you 
really believe all that? I guess a person really has to suspend all those truths to 
live like the devil without caring about the consequences.  

II. The	Beersheba	Summit	
After the short narrative about the birth of Isaac, we return to the developing 
relationship between Abraham and Abimelech.  
22 At that time Abimelek and Phicol the commander of his forces said to Abraham, “God 
is with you in everything you do. 23 Now swear to me here before God that you will not 
deal falsely with me or my children or my descendants. Show to me and the country 
where you now reside as a foreigner the same kindness I have shown to you.” 

24 Abraham said, “I swear it.” 
25 Then Abraham complained to Abimelek about a well of water that Abimelek’s 
servants had seized. 26 But Abimelek said, “I don’t know who has done this. You did not 
tell me, and I heard about it only today.” 

27 So Abraham brought sheep and cattle and gave them to Abimelek, and the two men 
made a treaty. 28 Abraham set apart seven ewe lambs from the flock, 29 and Abimelek 



The Favor of God  

 3 

asked Abraham, “What is the meaning of these seven ewe lambs you have set apart by 
themselves?”  30 He replied, “Accept these seven lambs from my hand as a witness that I 
dug this well.” 
31 So that place was called Beersheba, because the two men swore an oath there. 

Genesis 21:22-31 
As Abraham began the process of settling into the land Abimelech had granted 
him he dug a well, indicating his intentions of settling down.  
Abimelech and his military General come to Abraham hoping to persuade him to 
sign a peace treaty with them. Abimelech begins with these words –  
“God is with you in everything you do.” 

Then he urges Abraham to swear to him that he will be honest and upright in all 
his dealings with him and with his children and generations to come. He further 
Abraham to treat him as kindly and courteously as the King had already treated 
him. These were reasonable requests. This demonstrates that Abimelech had 
great fear of the Lord and great respect for Abraham and all he wanted was to 
get along in peace. Abraham agrees and swears to the conditions of the treaty. 
Now that they have a gentlemen’s agreement, the first order of business is about 
the well. Abimelech’s servants took over Abraham’s well after he dug it. 
Abimelech claims this was done without his knowledge and acknowledges 
Abraham has been treated unjustly. Abraham then offers sheep and cattle to 
Abimelech as a way of officially sealing the treaty. So far, Abraham and 
Abimelech just keep giving each other the same livestock back and forth. It is 
kind of like taking turns buying lunch for one another. Nobody ever gets ahead, 
it’s just a courtesy game.  
Then Abimelech asks why Abraham has set aside seven female sheep, and 
Abraham says he wants these sheep specifically to memorialize the fact that 
Abimelech has granted Abraham rights to the well. Abraham can appeal to the 
lambs to validate the treaty. There is a very slight, and I am certain unintended 
by the author, reminder here of the covenant we have with God, also guaranteed 
and attested to by the Lamb. It was more than a gentlemen’s agreement. It was 
more than an oath by God, even though it could have been. But it was attested to 
by the gift of the Lamb. If anyone doubts the power and effectiveness of Calvary, 
we can appeal to the gift of the Lamb. The sacrifice of the Lamb of God sealed 
the covenant for us.  

III. A	Light	Among	the	Heathen	
This entire narrative seems a bit uneventful. It certainly doesn’t have the power 
and drama of the birth of Ishmael, or the birth of Isaac, or the call of Abraham, or 
the casting out of Hagar and son. And it most certainly doesn’t have the power 
and drama of the next event, the sacrifice of Isaac. But it does serve a necessary 
purpose.  
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It shows a side of God these characters never before knew – a God of mercy and 
grace. It shows the awesome majesty of God and what it means to honor Him 
who holds our life and destiny in His hands.  
But even more than that, this narrative shows how God strategically planted a 
man who would be his witness among the heathen. That alien, that nomad, was 
blessed by God with favor and had the respect of the king. He came to be 
respected or feared by others. He entered as a foreigner but soon became well-
known. He was God’s man in a foreign land. We are seeing clear evidence that 
God was indeed blessing Abraham for his obedience, just like he promised he 
would. It really is quite an amazing story, even though it is related in a rather low 
key. Nomadic foreigner gains the favor of the king and, with treaty in hand, 
enjoys the privileges of all the land he cares to roam, all the while under the 
protective hand of the king. Who does that other than God?  
He will go before you. He will give you favor where you need it. He will protect 
you. He will provide for you. Just walk with God. Love Him. Honor Him. Serve 
Him. Quit trying to make your own way through this life and try turning the 
controls over to God. You will be amazed how good a guide God is.  

		


