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I. Chapter	21		
This is the second time Abraham passes Sarah off as his sister. The first time was when 
he entered Egypt and the excuse at that time was that Sarah was such a stunningly 
attractive woman, Abraham feared someone might kill him order to take Sarah for their 
own.  
Entering into Philistine country (Gerar) Abraham once again introduced his wife Sarah 
as his sister and, once again, the king (this time, Abimelech) took Sarah intending fully 
to make her his wife. As before, God was not pleased with the king having another 
man’s wife and spoke to the King in a dream warning him he was in grave danger for 
having another man’s wife. Abimelech pled innocence because of ignorance and God 
gave him a pass, providing you make the right decision now.  

A. The	big	taboo.		
There is abundant evidence in Ancient Near East literature found in Egypt, 
Mesopotamia, and Canaan that adultery was considered a “great sin”. Hittite laws, 
Middle Assyrian laws, and the code of Hammurabi all three contained legislation against 
adultery.  
On a side note here: Notice how we point to legal legislation prohibiting immoral 
conduct. Take note of the history of the United States when there were laws prohibiting 
immoral conduct – laws against adultery, fornication, sodomy, homosexuality, etc.  
Most of those laws have been stricken from the books because of a new mentality that 
wants the government to stay out of our personal, private business.  
This new philosophy that is transforming law in the United States has its own set of 
dangers we must contend with. You can’t successfully completely separate moral codes 
from legislation without creating other problems. Prostitution is illegal in most states, but 
remains as one of the few laws left on the books based on regulating moral/immoral 
behavior. Incest is another issue that falls into the same category. Polygamy is another. 
The legal age for drinking alcohol, purchasing tobacco, and having consensual sex are 
even more examples.  
The ancients had laws against such things as adultery and homosexuality because they 
deeply believed it was vital to preserving their society.  

B. Breaking	bad	family	traditions.		
Considering Abraham’s upbringing in a totally heathen, idolatrous family, it should not 
be surprising to see remnants of that life still manifesting from time to time. Abraham did 
not hear from God and immediately become a spiritual giant and fully mature in all 
matters of morality. God was gradually but continuously fashioning this refugee from 
heathenism into a man of God. Abraham seemed to be comfortable with 
misrepresenting his wife as merely his sister to avoid danger and conflict, even though 
we view that as ungodly and compromising behavior. Maybe we expect too much out of 
Abraham. Maybe we are too judgmental if he is not making the kind of progress we 
expect him to make. Maybe it was a custom he picked up from his family, or it was a 
common practice among his people he grew up with. Isaac did the same thing and we 
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doubt it was just accidental. He likely learned from his father how to carefully and craftily 
avoid unnecessary conflict.  
We also struggle with breaking family traditions even if they ultimately prove to be 
questionable or outright dishonest. Parents have so much power and influence over 
their children. It is easy to justify wrong behavior if our parents set the example before 
us. It is immensely difficult to look objectively at our parents and say, “What they did 
was not right. I cannot follow their lead.”  
I have officiated many funerals. One of the most common things I see in funerals is 
when the family eulogizes the deceased and brings up their shady side - their naughty 
side – and thinks that brings them great honor.  
“Mom could get so mad and cuss you up one side and down the other. And that is what 
we loved about her!”  
“Grandma could sure hold her liquor! She could drink any man under the table! She was 
the best grandma ever!”  
It is one thing to say we love them in spite of their faults. It is quite another to say we 
admire them because of their faults. The worst thing is to perpetuate their faults for 
another generation.  
It is understandable we love mom and dad, grandpa and grandma. It is sad when our 
love for them leads us to believe they can do no wrong. It is sad when we adopt their 
flaws and faults as our own. Someone needs to break the bad family traditions. Our 
morality doesn’t come from mom and dad, grandma and grandpa. It comes from God. 
What does God want for us? What pleases him?  
And one more point on this subject. Parents, if you have modeled the wrong behavior 
before your kids, repent. Repent before God. Repent before your kids. Confess to them 
what you did wrong. Explain to them why it is wrong. Tell them you don’t want them to 
emulate you. If you don’t, they will carry on the wrong traditions and your faults will be 
duplicated for generations to come.  

C. The	plague	on	Abimelech	
As happened in Egypt, judgment fell on the king for having another man’s wife. I 
suppose this might sound a bit unfair since both kings were deceived, but the judgments 
were only reminders that something was out of order and were quickly resolved when 
the right action was taken.  
A plague came upon Abimelech’s household and all the females were made barren. 
The remedy was for Abimelech to seek prayer from Abraham and be healed. Again, we 
find this odd that Abraham was the guilty one and Abimelech is required to seek his 
healing from Abraham. However, the overarching principle here is that Abimelech is 
directed to the only person who represents the true-living God, even if that person has 
flaws of his own. Furthermore, it sets up the opportunity for both of these men to make 
peace and eventually sign a treaty protecting Abraham’s wells from being seized.  
Abimelech brought sheep and cattle and slaves and gave them to Abraham. The gifts 
were probably more about appeasing God than currying favor with Abraham.  

D. The	Hidden	Peril	
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There is a significant peril hidden in this portion of the story. Abraham allows Sarah to 
go live with the king to avoid making a public claim to her as his wife, which Abraham 
believes could put him in personal danger. This is somewhat of a repeat of what 
happened in Egypt, with on major difference. This time, Sarah is expecting, but not 
obviously. Perhaps not even so that Abraham or Sarah are aware. But the timing is so 
close that had Abimelech fully taken Sarah as his wife and consummated the marriage, 
that would have cast a shadow over the birth of Isaac and the issue of paternity. 
Consider how close Abraham came to complicating matters. How would he have been 
certain Isaac was his? This is why it specifically says in 20:4 that Abimelech had not yet 
gone hear Sarah.  
Abraham was dangerously close to losing his claim to the heir.  
God’s plan is so intricate and so precise. And when we don’t know all the details that go 
into his plan, we have no idea of how close we come sometimes to complicating 
matters. All we can say is, “Thank you, Lord for watching out for us.” 

II. Chapter	21		
A. The	birth	of	Isaac	

The account of the birth of the long awaited heir is wrapped up in 6 short verses. It 
seems so anti-climactic after such a big build up. The promised child is born and 
Abraham names him Isaac, meaning “laughter.” Then Sarah explains, “God gave me 
laughter and everyone who hears this will laugh with me.” The word “laugh” is used in a 
sense of happy celebration. And, it also seems Sarah keeps a sense of humor about it 
as well, when she says, “Who would have ever said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse 
children?” That one statement is a powerful testimony of the miraculous provision of 
God. It was essentially a double miracle. It would have been considered a miracle for 
God to heal Sarah’s barrenness in her younger years. But God not only healed her 
barrenness, he did it when Sarah was also biologically beyond the years of 
childbearing. It was a double miracle.  

B. Casting	out	the	bondwoman	and	her	son	
The narrative moves quickly to the pivotal conflict between Ishmael and Isaac. On the 
day Isaac was weaned, Abraham hosted a great feast. Sarah noticed Ishmael mocking 
Isaac and demanded Abraham send Hagar and Ishmael away.  
“Get rid of that slave woman and her son, for that woman’s son will never share in the 
inheritance with my son Isaac.” (Genesis 21:10) 
Abraham is greatly distressed, but God reassures Abraham it is the right thing to do and 
Hagar and Ishmael would be taken care of, and that God would turn Ishmael into a 
great nation as well.  Abraham packed some water and food for Hagar and Ishmael and 
sent them away.  
Although Hagar and Ishmael ran out of water in the hot desert and Hagar fully believed 
they were going to die, God miraculously provided a well for her and the child and 
reminded her that Ishmael would become a great nation.  
This is a very touching story and the brief summary really doesn’t do justice to the 
emotional intensity. But there is one notable feature of this story we need to address. 
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We see the hand of God’s blessing on Hagar and Ishmael. True to God’s word, many 
would be blessed through their association with Abraham. Blessed by God doesn’t 
mean there is a guarantee they will continue on to be holy and righteous people. We 
already learned Ishmael would not get along with his brethren and Ishmael’s 
descendants would be equally difficult.  

C. Ishmael’s	descendants	
Some of you may have been waiting for us to talk about Ishmael’s descendants. There 
is a great deal of information out there today Ishmael being the fountainhead of the 
Muslim community. I have heard that for many years and I have even passed that 
along. But I come to you today with an interesting update to that theory.  
The fact is, the land where Ishmael and his descendants settled was already inhabited 
by other people. All of those people together were the progenitors of all Arabs. The 
suggestion that Ishmael became the father of the Muslims is based in its entirety on the 
claim of Islamic scholars  that Muhammad is a descendant of Ishmael. Neither 
Muhammad nor the Koran ever made that claim, nor can that claim be substantiated by 
any other credible authority. It is merely a human effort to legitimize the religion of Islam 
by association with Abraham.  

D. Land	rights	
We have a clear picture drawn of the promise of Canaan to the descendants of 
Abraham through Isaac. The conflict in the Middle East today is a continuation of an 
ancient dispute over rights to the land Israel occupies today. The Israeli’s claim God 
promised the land to them as descendants of Isaac. Others in the Middle East have 
their own argument about rights to the land. The Palestinians claim the land is theirs for 
having a nomadic presence on the land prior to the Balfour declaration, a letter written 
to Lionel Rothschild expressing the British government’s support of a Jewish homeland 
in Palestine. The Christian church typically sympathizes with Israel and defends their 
rights to the land, but the problem becomes even more difficult when one considers 
modern day Israelis cannot trace their lineage back to the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Perhaps God honors those who continue to identify themselves as Israelis and embrace 
Judaism, as though they are modern day representatives of ancient Israel. One thing for 
sure, there is definitely a strong conflict in that region with Judaism and Christianity on 
one side and Islam on the other. We do have to be very careful about offering blanket 
support for Israel in all matters today when we take into consideration there are 
Christian converts on both sides of the conflict. We can’t just give blanket support to 
Israel and blanket condemnation to Palestinians when we know there are Palestinian 
Christian converts involved as well. The Middle East is a mess and we have to be 
careful to support all those who worship the same God we worship and pray for those 
who do not.  
So, the true conflict is not merely about land rights. It truly is a conflict of religions, a 
conflict between those who worship the one true God and those who worship a false 
deity of their own making.  
 


