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In the 18th chapter, God appears to Abraham for the third time. The first two times 
(chapters 12 and 17) we have very little detail. It merely says, “The Lord appeared to 
Abram.” But this time, (18th chapter) we have a much more detailed account of the Lord’s 
appearance. He comes to Abraham in human form accompanied to two others who are 
later identified as angels (19:1).  
The purpose of this visit is two-fold. The first is to provide specifics about the promised 
heir never before revealed. The second was for God to reveal to Abraham His plans to 
judge Sodom and Gomorrah. 

I. The	Heavenly	Visitors	
A. Abraham	entertains	

Abraham sees these visitors approaching and, by the way he scrambles to accommodate 
them, we know Abraham recognized God. He bows before his visitors, offers them water 
to wash are refresh themselves, then he scurries about to tell Sarah to quickly whip up a 
batch of bread, then brings them some fresh beef, milk and curds. It is obvious Abraham 
felt deeply honored to be in the presence of these guests. He could not even bring 
himself to eat with them. His respect is admirable.  
From time to time we wonder what we would do if Jesus came to our house. Most of us 
are honest enough to admit we would want to clean up a few things – literally and 
spiritually - to prepare for his visit. The problem is this – we don’t give much consideration 
to God’s presence without physically being there. If we truly believe God is omnipresent, 
then He is everywhere. If we believe God is truly omniscient, then He knows and sees all. 
If we would need to clean up only if Jesus was to physically come visit us, then that 
means we otherwise live loose and sloppy lives, as though God is not there and as 
though he can’t see or hear what we are doing. Recognizing God’s omnipresence would 
be life-transforming for many people. Live life like God is right there, because He is.  

B. Where	is	Sarah?	
The visitors ask Abraham, “Where is Sarah?” We probably find this odd that God asks 
questions when He already knows the answer. But if God is going to have a conversation 
with us, he has to come down to our level to a certain degree. God not only knew Sarah 
was in the tent, but he knew she was standing near the door of the tent eavesdropping on 
everything. 
God now divulges the specifics of the promise. Abraham is listening. Sarah is hiding in 
the tent and is listening. And God says, “I will return in one year and Sarah will have a 
son. The Bible says Sarah laughed within herself. It wasn’t happy laughter. It was 
incredulous and skeptical laughter.  
 “After I am worn out and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?” (18:11) 
All her life Sarah longed for a baby. When she was young and healthy and strong would 
have been the perfect time to have a baby. Now, she is old and tired and, as she says, 
“worn out” and now God decides to let her have a baby? And she laughs silently, 
derisively at the absurdity of it all.  
God’s timing quite often runs counter to our human, orderly plans. If God always worked 
within our time-tables and our orderly plans, there would be no evidence of His 
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Sovereignty. God defies human logic so that He always gets the glory. God’s 
unpredictable, unconventional ways of doing things are essentially his fingerprints on the 
project. God is anything but conventional. He is unpredictable. He is fresh and innovative. 
He is miraculous. He is not constrained by physical laws or human designs or 
expectations. That is one of the exciting aspects of serving God. He never ceases to 
amaze us with something new, different, unexpected. At the same time, that is also 
precisely what keeps us a bit uncomfortable and off-balance. We like predictable things. 
The fact that God gives no consideration to our own plans and time-tables makes us 
nervous. The bottom line is, we simply need to surrender to His sovereignty and learn to 
trust Him. 

C. Sarah	got	caught	
Sarah is being ever so quiet and is hiding behind a tent. Surely God would have no clue 
with that kind of sophisticated security. Right? But God knows Sarah is listening, and God 
knows Sarah is skeptical, and God knows Sarah is silently laughing a laugh of derision. 
And God asks Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh?” God asked Abraham as a reminder he 
did the exact same thing. It is like God is saying, “What is with you two?” Sarah laughed 
silently. Behind a tent flap. Her face hidden.  
“Why did Sarah say, “Will I really have a child, now that I am old.” God addressed 
Abraham, but he is talking to Sarah. And God asks this question:  
“Is anything too hard for the Lord?” That is the most important question we must each 
answer today. That defines how we will live for the Lord – trusting or doubting.  
Sarah knew she had been found out. And she did the only thing she could think of to do 
in such a case. She lied. “I didn’t laugh.” “Yes, you did laugh.” End of argument. God 
always gets the last word. Only a fool tries to argue at length with God.  

II. The	Judgment	Against	Sodom	and	Gomorrah	
Now that the issue of the true fulfillment of the prophecy is settled, the narrative moves 
quickly to another matter – the pending judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah.  

A. Abraham	tests	God.		
As Abraham and God consider the impending judgment of Sodom and Gomorrah, 
Abraham tests the extent of God’s patience and mercy. This passage has commonly and 
traditionally been viewed as an account of negotiation, Abraham interceding in behalf of 
Lot and his family. But notice, there is not real closure to the narrative if that is the 
motivation. Wouldn’t Abraham have bargained for four people (Lot, wife, two daughters) if 
that were the case? But he doesn’t. Abraham was not trying to find a way to spare the 
city. He was trying to learn something about God. How far would God go in behalf of a 
righteous minority? After all, this is important information for Abraham to know since he 
would be the minority through whom the nations would be blessed. If God would spare 
the city for the sake of 10 people, he would surely take good care of Abraham and his 
family no matter how outnumbered they may be. This was more about getting to know 
God than it was about saving a city. It is not as much about sparing Lot and his family as 
it is gauging how much impact God believes a tiny minority can and will have. Lot and his 
family had zero impact on their city (even though Lot is called a righteous man 2 Pet. 
2:8). Lot didn’t even carry influence with his two future sons in law. Abraham was 
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promised to be an influence on nations. Impact has a great deal to do with one’s position 
and relationship with God. When no possibility of impact remains, why would God allow a 
sin-saturated world to continue to operate? That is a powerful question we need to apply 
to today. We don’t need to be a majority to have impact. We need to be in right 
relationship with God and be committed to doing His work. We are to be salt and light. 
But what if our light doesn’t shine and our salt doesn’t season? If we fail in either of 
those, what is to keep the Lord from bringing judgment on a hopelessly lost world?  

B. Lot	and	family	rescued	by	angels	
The scene changes to life in the cities as the two angels go to deliver Lot and his family. 
This is a shocking and disturbing account seemingly suitable for adults only. Lot takes in 
the angels and offers them shelter (not that they needed it.) Locals learned of the visitors 
and came to Lot’s house, demanding he hand his guests over to them for sexual 
purposes. Lot refuses and offers his daughters instead. Some commentators suggest 
that this is a poor translation, that Lot actually used sarcasm in offering his daughters, not 
that he would even think of doing such a thing. (You would have as good a chance 
violating my daughters as raping these guests of mine.)  

C. She	left	her	heart	in	Sodom	and	Gomorrah	
The angel commands Lot and his family. “Get out of here! Don’t turn back! Don’t stop 
until you reach your destination.” We are probably all familiar with the story of Lot’s wife 
looking back and being turned to a pillar of salt. But her failure was more than stealing a 
curious glance because the destruction would not begin until they reached Zoar, (as 
promised by the angel.) Lot’s wife’s problem was more than peeking, it was her 
deliberate longing and desire to return. 
Even the account Jesus gave agrees with this assessment when he warned about the 
end times.  
29 But the day Lot left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed them all. 
30 “It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed. 31 On that day no one who is on 
the housetop, with possessions inside, should go down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field 
should go back for anything. 32 Remember Lot’s wife!  

Jesus did not warn them not to look back. He warned them not to attempt to return and 
gave Lot’s wife as an example and warning.  

D. Zoar	–	a	bad	compromise.	
Lot didn’t want to go all the way to the mountains. He bargained for Zoar and the angel 
permitted it. However, it did not prove to a great place for Lot. They did not find the city a 
fit place to raise a family and eventually decided to move on. However, the stop-over 
proved to be a regrettable decision. There, Lot’s daughters successfully schemed to get 
their father drunk and get pregnant by him. Their children became the progenitors of the 
Moabites and Ammonites.  
This act of incest was just as shocking then as it is to us now. Even Hammurabi’s code 
prohibited incest. We know Lot would not have willingly participated, given the fact his 
daughters had to get him drunk. You can be assured that dramatically changed Lot’s 
relationship for the worse with his daughters from that day forward. However, the 
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narrative is not included to teach us a lesson about incest. It is included to give the reader 
background information on the future occupants of the promised land, as unsettling as 
the story may be.  
Because the Ammonites and Moabites were related to Abraham, they would be blessed 
through Abraham. Both of these tribes prospered greatly. However, the sin of the 
Moabites was rejecting Israel as God’s people and rejecting Israel’s God. The sin of the 
Ammonites was rejoicing in the misery of others with cruel animosity. (Ezekiel 25:1-11) 

III. The	Sin	of	Sodom	and	Gomorrah	
Homosexuality has traditionally been cited as the prominent sin of these wicked cities for 
which God destroyed them. Many scholars today deny homosexuality was the major 
cause of judgment. They cite other OT references to the destruction of Sodom and 
Gomorrah to draw their conclusions.  
Now this was the sin of your sister Sodom: She and her daughters were arrogant, overfed and 
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy. They were haughty and did abominable things 
before me. Therefore I did away with them as you have seen. (Ezekiel 16:49-50) 

The homosexual community uses this passage to suggest the real sin was lack of 
compassion and hospitality. That interpretation, of course, is as dishonest as it is self-
serving. Jude says,  
In a similar way, Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding towns gave themselves up to sexual 
immorality and perversion. They serve as an example of those who suffer the punishment of 
eternal fire. In the very same way, these dreamers pollute their own bodies, reject authority and 
slander celestial beings. (Jude 7-8) 
While the author of Genesis did not write this narrative about Sodom and Gomorrah for 
the sole purpose of teaching us a moral lesson about homosexuality, even Jude sees it 
as a perfect opportunity to delve into the subject matter.  
In a nutshell, homosexuality is being radically redefined by our culture today it is 
imperative we have a good understanding of what God says about it. Today’s culture 
wants to make promiscuity the real villain, suggesting monogamous homosexuality is as 
pure and holy as monogamous heterosexuality. But homosexual monogamy doesn’t 
purify the act. The sin of homosexuality is not promiscuity, it is wrong because of the 
nature of the partner. Adultery and fornication are wrong because of the forbidden partner 
(not the one you are married to). Incest is wrong because of the forbidden partner (your 
relative). Bestiality is wrong because of the forbidden partner (animals). Homosexuality is 
wrong because of the forbidden partner (same sex). All of these are prohibited by God. 
His plan is monogamy between one man and one woman. All other 
combinations/variations are against God’s plan.  
But what about our inclinations? What about being true to our desires and who we really 
are? God never once indicated we should be governed by our feelings. In fact, God 
repeatedly and emphatically instructs us to be prepared to crucify our desires in order for 
us to comply with His will. Compliance with His will is all that matters. It is called, 
obedience. God requires obedience of everyone regardless of what tempts you.  


