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Today we will move through scripture at what may seem to be hyper-speed as we 
cover three chapters in one sermon. Chapter 13 is the story of Abram and Lot going 
separate ways. Chapter 14 Lot becoming a prisoner of war and Abram coming to his 
rescue. Chapter 15 is God’s covenant with Abram.  

I. Obstacles	Need	to	Go	
As the herds and families of Abram and Lot grew, it became more difficult for the 
watering holes to accommodate the increasing needs of the massive caravan. 
Tensions were growing between Lot’s people and Abram’s people over water and 
grazing rights. Abram and Lot concluded they needed to separate, so Abram 
courteously granted Lot pick and choice of which direction he would go. Abram would 
take second choice. Lot chose a path that led him out of the promised land.  
Lot had developed into an obstacle in God’s promise to Abram. He was essentially 
competing for the land, land that God had promised to Abram, not to Lot.  
How many of you can attest that inheritances can cause some nasty family feuds? A 
storm was slowly brewing here that needed to be stopped. The land would be given 
to Abram and his offspring, not to Abram’s relatives. But Lot was in a prime position 
to petition for his rightful portion of this huge inheritance. That is why Lot has to be 
moved out of the picture.  
There is a great significance to Abram giving Lot first choice. We have proof Lot 
chose to leave the promised land. Had Abram chose first, he might later been 
accused of taking something away from Lot that someone someday could argue 
rightfully should belong to Lot. That potential argument is taken completely out of the 
equation by allowing Lot to make his choice. He was not denied the promised land. 
He made the deliberate choice.   
Keep in mind, the parting of ways was not an agreement to divide the ownership of 
the land. Lot was not going to inherit anything, and Abram had no authority to parcel 
out some of the land for Lot.  Lot was just going to roam the land and be out of 
Abram’s way. Also keep in mind, Lot would become the ancestor of a people later 
known as the Moabites and Ammonites, two groups who would continue to cause 
trouble for the descendants of Abram.  
The most noteworthy aspect of this story is the sovereign hand of God. Lot didn’t 
know what he was doing. Abram didn’t know Lot was an obstacle to his blessing. 
Abram didn’t cleverly devise a plan whereby Lot would be given first choice and thus 
move himself out of the picture. This entire story is about watching the hand of God 
move things around and prepare the way without any human element involved. This 
is the providence of God. This is the kind of revelation that can truly humble us, just 
to pause for a minute and remember God is always working in our behalf. We are not 
guiding and shaping our lives by our own prayers. God is working on the background 
and preparing the way on issues when we don’t even know we have issues.  

II. Don’t	Rush	the	Promise	
The narrative briefly follows the adventures of Lot and, as we will soon learn, for a 
very good reason. Lot finds himself in the middle of a war. Four kings from the east 
form a coalition and invade the land to the west, where five kings have formed a 
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resistant coalition to fend off the invaders.  The invading armies sweep through the 
country conquering everyone in their path. When the five resistant kings, including 
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah, try to make a stand, they are routed and have to 
turn and run, many falling into the tar pits and the rest fleeing to the hills. The 
invaders ransack Sodom and Gomorrah, seizing all the valuables and their food, then 
carry away prisoners, which happened to include Lot and his family. There were 
some men who escaped and went to Abram to tell him his nephew and family had 
been taken captive by the invaders.  
Abram rounds up 318 men from his own clan and they go after these four kings and 
their massive army. One has to wonder what chance 318 nomads have against a 
fully equipped, fully trained army. But the fact is, Abram and his men carefully stalked 
the army, then launched a surprise attack in the middle of the night, soundly routing 
them and liberating all the prisoners including Lot and family, plus recovering the 
goods stolen from Sodom.  
On his return trip, the kings of Sodom and Salem both met up with Abram. 
Melchizedek, king of Salem – also identified as a high priest of the Lord – blessed 
Abram with this little song: 
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
    Creator of heaven and earth. 
20 And praise be to God Most High, 
    who delivered your enemies into your hand.” 
Abram gives Melchizedek a tenth of the spoils. The spoils actually came from the 
raiding of Sodom, so Abram was giving away someone else’s goods. On the other 
hand, to the victor goes the spoils, so Abram had a legal right to it all. The king of 
Sodom is so happy to have the prisoners of war returned, he told Abram, “Give me 
the people, keep the spoils.”  
This is a very important part of the story that is easily overlooked. Abram was the 
conqueror. He was the single one who had exclusive rights to the promised land and 
all that was in it. But this was not time and the way God was going to give the 
promised land to Abram and his seed. So, when Abram rejected the offer of the king 
of Sodom, he was refusing to take the shortcut to God’s promise. He didn’t want 
weak kings to surrender to Abram and gain the inheritance that way. It wasn’t God’s 
way. God had another way, a much harder way.  
We love the shortcuts. We love helping God. If we can make the promise happen a 
lot quicker and a lot easier, then we are all for it. It just makes sense to us. Why work 
extra hard when it is right here? But you cannot take God and his plan out of the 
equation. Abram continues to amaze us with some of the very mature and 
responsible decisions he makes. He could have taken advantage of this moment to 
become the supreme ruler of the land. He was the conqueror. But for whatever 
reason, he did not take that easy route. He must have sensed that this was not the 
path God wanted him to take. The fact is, it would still be another 400 years before 
God would give the land to Abram’s descendants.  

III. Faith	Can	be	Fickle	
Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. (Gen 15:6- NIV) 
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And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for righteousness. (KJV) 

A. God	promised	he	would	multiply	his	generations	like	the	stars	of	the	sky.	
First, let’s unravel the mystery of Abram’s faith and righteousness. We read that 
passage with a New Testament bias. We hear the word “righteousness” and we 
connect that with salvation. Therefore, when we read God imputed righteousness to 
Abram through Abram’s faith in a similar manner in which God imputes righteousness 
of Jesus to us by our faith. We reason that if imputed righteousness saves us, then 
that must be what happened to Abram when God credited righteousness to him 
based on his faith. The issue is further muddied by the fact that the King James has a 
slightly different translation. They threw in that pesky little preposition “in” – Abram 
“believed in the Lord” and God credited him for righteousness. That is why we are so 
tempted to make this a salvation issue. But it was not Abram believing “in” God; it 
was Abram “believing God” - taking him at his word.  
Abraham’s faith and gifted righteousness had nothing to do with salvation. This had 
to do with God honoring Abram for doing the right thing. This is an important 
revelation about God that we need to grab hold of. God honors people who do the 
right thing. It is not a salvation issue. Clearly our righteousness is no better than filthy 
rags when used as currency to gain God’s saving grace. But God still honors people 
in this life for doing the right thing. It may not make a difference in your eternal 
destiny, but it does make a difference in the quality of your life here. This is not a 
saving righteousness, but in the words of one commentator, this is a righteousness 
that leads to “an enhanced quality of life for both individual and community.”   
The reason we don’t hear more about this in preaching and teaching is because we 
fear any significant discussion or focus on doing the right thing might distract from the 
message of grace. We fear slipping over into too much emphasis on works. But the 
whole message of God must be kept in balance. Too much emphasis on grace tends 
to ignoring our personal responsibility for living a holy life. Too much emphasis on 
doing good works tends to overshadow salvation by grace. But this is a valid issue 
for discussion. God honors those who do the right thing. There are more blessings 
and less trouble for those who do the right thing. And even though this message is 
applicable to Christians and non-Christians alike, I want to emphasize this for 
Christians. It is not enough to confess Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you are 
expected to do the right thing. You are expected to make good, wise, moral choices.  

B. God	reiterated	his	promise	that	he	would	give	Abram	the	promised	land.		
This is at least the third time God told Abram he would give him this land. Never 
before do we have any account of Abram expressing any doubt. In fact, he made a 
bold move to leave his family, friends, and country to follow God based on this 
promise. But now, something interesting happens. God promised Abram he would 
multiply Abram’s seed like the countless stars. Abram believed God and God credited 
him for righteousness.  
God promised Abram to give him this land, and suddenly Abram says, “But how can I 
know for sure?” That was an unexpected interruption in the flow of this narrative. The 
difference between the two is how quickly each will be fulfilled. Obviously, if God is 
going to multiply Abram’s seed, Abram is going to have to first have a child. There is 
a great likelihood Abram is going to be around to see the beginning of this promise. 
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The second promise will be fulfilled in future generations. Abram will die, not having 
received the promise. Therefore, Abram asks for some proof, some convincing 
guarantee he can hold on to.  
Delayed promises produce fertile soil where doubt can flourish. For Abram, he could 
process the short-term promise. The long-term promise was more challenging. We 
are no different.  

IV. The	Ratified	Covenant	
The promise has been stated and the terms and benefits discussed repeatedly, but in 
chapter 15, it is time to officially ratify the covenant. That is the reason is says in 15:8,  
18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, “To your descendants I give 
this land, from the Wadi[e] of Egypt to the great river, the Euphrates— 19 the land of the 
Kenites,Kenizzites, Kadmonites, 20 Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, 21 Amorites, Canaanites, 
Girgashites and Jebusites.” 

“On that day” is it made official. Abram had asked how he could know for sure, and 
that is when God directed Abram specifically on how to make a sacrifice to him. Take 
a heifer, a goat, a ram, a dove and a pigeon. He cut the animals in half, but kept the 
birds whole and placed them all before the Lord. As the sun set, Abram grew drowsy 
and fell asleep. In his sleep God gave Abram some details of the covenant.   
“Know for certain that for four hundred years your descendants will be strangers in a country 
not their own and that they will be enslaved and mistreated there. 14 But I will punish the 
nation they serve as slaves, and afterward they will come out with great possessions.15 You, 
however, will go to your ancestors in peace and be buried at a good old age. 16 In the fourth 
generation your descendants will come back here, for the sin of the Amorites has not yet 
reached its full measure.” (15:13-16) 

Further in to the dark night, a smoking firepot and a blazing torch appeared and 
passed between the pieces of the sacrifices. Then God concluded the ceremony by 
saying, “To your descendants I will give you this land.”  
The experience was enough to satisfy Abram. We may not quite grasp the 
significance of it all, but for Abram, it was a powerful God encounter. He came out 
understanding the gift of the promised land would take another 400 years. He would 
not see it himself, but he was marking the territory for what God would later do. He 
was sowing what others would reap.  
We can sow a lot of seed that may not come up for years. We may never come close 
to seeing the fruit of our efforts. Abram stepped off the land by faith so that 400 years 
later God could resume the process of giving the land to Abram’s heirs.  
We are part of a much larger plan. It goes far beyond our generation. We just have to 
be faithful to do our part, believing God will take all those parts over the span of 
decades or even centuries and he will bring his promises to pass.  


