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Genesis 39-50 
The story of Joseph has always been one of my all-time favorites in all of scripture. 
Everyone needs to study the story of Joseph and keep it fresh in your minds. In this 
story lie some of the most powerful and applicable truths for life you will need for your 
entire journey.  

I. Joseph	-	A	Man	of	Integrity	
2 The Lord was with Joseph so that he prospered, and he lived in the house of his Egyptian 
master. 3 When his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord gave him success in 
everything he did, 4 Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in 
charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned. 5 From the time he put 
him in charge of his household and of all that he owned, the Lord blessed the household of the 
Egyptian because of Joseph. The blessing of the Lord was on everything Potiphar had, both in 
the house and in the field. 6 So Potiphar left everything he had in Joseph’s care; with Joseph in 
charge, he did not concern himself with anything except the food he ate.  Genesis 39 2-6 

A. He	bears	testimony	to	his	God	
The narrative of Joseph in Potiphar’s house highlights his sterling character. When the 
Ishmaelites brought Joseph into Egypt, a man named Potiphar, who was the captain of 
the guard under Pharaoh, purchased him for his own slave.  
As we see from this reading, God prospered Joseph in everything he did. Potiphar saw 
the prosperity but would not have automatically attributed that to Joseph’s God had 
Joseph not given God the glory. Potiphar grew to trust and value Joseph so much he 
put him in charge of his household and literally everything he owned. So great was 
God’s blessing on Joseph, Potiphar’s entire household and his farm prospered.  

B. He	holds	to	his	principles	
The author suddenly makes an interesting side comment that sets the tone for the next 
scene.  
“Now Joseph was well-built and handsome,” (Genesis 29:6b) 

Here we have this brilliant young man who has a special gift. Everything he touches 
prospers. He is not only successful, he is strikingly handsome. And this sets up the ugly 
encounter with Potiphar’s wife. She is lustily consumed with this handsome young 
Hebrew and tries to seduce him. Joseph gives this short speech about how Potiphar 
has put his entire trust in him and put everything under his care and supervision and 
given him complete access to all his possessions with the lone exception of his wife. 
And the tension in this story comes from the fact that the wife actively pursues Joseph 
on a daily basis, trying everything she can to wear him down.  
Now, here is some background information that may provide an even deeper dimension 
to the drama. We know from other historical accounts that it would have been typical 
practice for the men who served under Pharaoh in his army to be eunuchs, incapable of 
bearing children. If this was the case of Potiphar, then his wife would be a childless 
woman desperately looking for an opportunity to bear children. Her pursuit of Joseph 
was not only because he was physically attractive and conveniently available, but also 
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because she felt a social and cultural desperation to bear children. So, one failed 
attempt to seduce Joseph was not enough to deter her. She kept propositioning Joseph 
daily.  
There is no scheme of satan that has ever made sin more convenient and attractive 
than what we see in this story. They are alone. They are both in the prime of life. She is 
beautiful. He is extraordinarily handsome. She is pleading day after day and trying to 
break down his will power. And to top all that off, Potiphar’s wife resorts to physical 
aggression. She grabs him by the coat and tries to pull himself close to hold him – to 
kiss him – and Joseph is literally within minutes of making the worst decision he could 
possibly make. The entire future of Israel is at stake in this one volatile moment.  
Joseph ran out of the house, leaving his coat in the clutches of Potiphar’s wife. Enraged 
and humiliated her advances have been rejected, she uses the coat as evidence of an 
attempted rape. Potiphar has Joseph thrown in prison. The fact is, prison was a mild 
punishment for the alleged crime. Normally, the accused would be executed. Scholars 
take this as evidence that Potiphar was perhaps more sympathetic to Joseph (and 
doubtful of his wife) than what many typically suppose.  
The big story here is Joseph’s impeccable character. And this is what makes Joseph 
such an outstanding hero. He resists against all the powers of Hell and makes the only 
right and righteous decision that could possibly be made.  
Righteous decisions are not made on the spur of the moment. Moral battles are not won 
by last minute decisions. These kinds of moral victories are won because the decision 
was made long before the confrontation. The strength of moral integrity is developed in 
your character. The strength of your character determines way ahead of time what kind 
of decisions you will make under pressure. The man or woman who says today, “I would 
never…” is the one who enters the temptation zone with a made up mind.” But people 
who have never galvanized their moral code; people who have never set firm 
boundaries for themselves; people who make moral decisions on the fly, only when 
faced with moral dilemmas, are the ones who at the highest risk of losing that battle. 
Integrity is not what you are in public. Integrity is what you are in private, 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week. Some people live their life by the code of whatever they can 
get away with. People of integrity can be trusted whether they are being watched or not. 
That was Joseph.  
People of integrity live by principles. Principles are set – inflexible. Unprincipled people 
live life spontaneously. They are opportunists. A principled person may find a wallet with 
$1000 in it and, without hesitating, report it to the police. An unprincipled person will 
convince themselves “finders/keepers”.  An integrous man will never cheat on his wife. 
It doesn’t matter how beautiful the seductress is, it doesn’t matter if he is half way 
around the world; it doesn’t matter if nobody will ever know. That commitment has been 
made long before the opportunity came and the man of integrity refuses to compromise 
his principles. The same applies for a wife being faithful to her husband.  

II. Joseph	–	A	Man	of	Endurance	
Hated by his brothers who attempted to murder him, then sold him into Egyptian 
slavery. Given a fabulous job by Potiphar, only to be framed by Potiphar’s wife; 
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imprisoned for a crime he did not commit; betrayed by the king’s cupbearer who 
promised never to forget him, but conveniently forgot him.  
Yet he was eventually elevated to the second most powerful man in Egypt, second only 
to the Pharaoh. Joseph had more than his share of injustices and crashing 
disappointments, yet he endured. We will never know the mental battles he may have 
fought, but he endured. He no doubt played those scenarios over and over in his mind, 
but he never gave up. He never allowed those injustices to define him. He may have 
lost sleep. He may have questioned why God would allow someone who did no wrong 
should suffer as a wrong-doer. We all struggle to make sense out of senselessness. 
There are no logical answers that comfort us.  
Endurance is a highly valued quality for believers. It is one thing to count yourself a 
believer. It is entirely another matter to determine you are never going to quit what you 
now have started. Many more start the race than cross the finish line. The Christian 
race has been populated by millions of drop outs. When Jesus told the parable of the 
sower, he implied that difficult soil and choking weeds are frequently successful in 
preventing the seeds from germinating. Jesus also interpreted those elements as 
techniques the enemy uses to stop the seed from surviving.  
Jesus repeatedly taught his disciples that it would be those who endured to the end who 
would be saved. In saying that Jesus was acknowledging that there would be many 
forms of opposition to have to battle through and only the committed and determined 
would survive, but it would be critically necessary to endure. 
The things Joseph had to endure were the kinds of things that commonly break people. 
That is what makes the story of Joseph so inspiring. If he could endure, we can too!  

III. Joseph	–	A	Man	of	Spiritual	Understanding	
4 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done so, he said, “I am 
your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5 And now, do not be distressed and do not be 
angry with yourselves for selling me here, because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of 
you. 6 For two years now there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will 
be no plowing and reaping. 7 But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 
8 “So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to Pharaoh, lord of his 
entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9 Now hurry back to my father and say to him, ‘This is 
what your son Joseph says: God has made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t 
delay. 10 You shall live in the region of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and 
grandchildren, your flocks and herds, and all you have. 11 I will provide for you there, because 
five years of famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong to 
you will become destitute.’  Genesis 45:4-11 

A. First	of	all,	we	marvel	at	the	spiritual	understanding	of	Joseph.		
The depth of his spiritual understanding far surpasses that of his father Jacob. It 
surpasses anything we read about his grandfather Isaac. It certainly rivals the faith of 
his great grandfather Abraham, and in some ways even surpasses Abraham. 
Interestingly the story of Joseph branches off from tracing the lineage from Abraham to 
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Christ, but the faith and spiritual maturity of Joseph is so outstanding, so noteworthy, 
and so significant to the future of Abraham’s descendants, it simply could not be 
ignored. Jacob had encounters with God but each encounter seemed to be to provide a 
correction in his life. Joseph inexplicably developed a much deeper understanding of, 
and faith in, God than his father or any of his brothers.  
When Joseph identifies the hand of God behind everything that had been done, that 
was a remarkable demonstration of spiritual insight we never saw in Jacob or Isaac or 
even Abraham.  
Three times in this passage Joseph said, “God sent me ahead of you” and explained it 
was for the purpose of saving his family. What Joseph said here, when placed against 
the backdrop of every injustice he endured in his life, is nothing short of breath-taking.  
But the most popular passage revealing Joseph’s God-based view is found in chapter 
50. Jacob had died and Joseph honors the wishes of his father to bury him in Canaan – 
the promised land. When Joseph and his brothers finally lay his father to rest, the 
brothers begin to worry that, with Jacob now gone, Joseph may take vengeance on 
them for the way they treated him, and they throw themselves at Joseph’s feet and beg 
him to have mercy on them. That is when Joseph made that famous statement,  
“What you intended for evil, God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, 
saving many lives.”  Genesis 50:19 

B. 	We	marvel	at	the	forgiveness	of	Joseph	
The element of forgiveness is woven into the fabric throughout the entire story. There is 
not the slightest hint of Joseph allowing bitterness to poison his life.  
When you can see the bigger picture; when you understand God is directing all things in 
your behalf; when you come to realize God turns tragedy into triumph, it becomes 
impossible to remain bitter against your enemies. They were clueless pawns in the 
hands of God. At first glance it appears Joseph had every right to be bitter against his 
brothers, but he chose the high road. He loved them and forgave them and embraced 
the big picture – Here they were in Egypt while the rest of the known world suffered in 
famine. Everything that happened to Joseph was a critical piece of the puzzle in making 
that happen. He was in Egypt because of his brothers. But it all worked out. He was in 
prison because of Potiphar’s wife, but it all worked out. He was second in command 
under Pharaoh because he was in prison and met the cupbearer and interpreted his 
dream. The cupbearer forgot about him, but in perfect timing it all worked out.  
When we see the hand of God undergirding our life, how can we possibly remain bitter 
against the bit players we encountered along the way that God used to move us along 
to where He wanted us? To know understand God has a plan for us and He uses every 
detail of our life to bring his plan to pass is to find the strength to be able to walk in 
forgiveness. God was shaping Joseph. God is shaping you. Regardless of the battles 
you are fighting, if you will trust God, He will use those challenges to develop you into 
the person He wants you to be.  
Hold true to your godly convictions. Trust God in all you go through. Never give up on 
our journey. Forgive those who ignorantly try to hurt you and remember God will turn it 
all in your favor.  


