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Genesis 34 & 35 

I. When	tragedy	strikes,	who	do	you	blame?	
Jacob bought a small parcel of land in Canaan outside the town of Shechem. Dinah, 
Jacob’s only daughter, was starting to socialize with the women of Shechem from time 
to time. Shechem, the son of Hamor, the Prince of Shechem  (the city which bore his 
name) saw Dinah and was smitten by her. In short, he violated her. Scholars are a bit 
divided on the meaning of this language. You may have a translation that describes this 
as a case of rape. The Hebrew word does not preclude that possibility, but it is broad 
enough to include the possibility Shechem and Dinah were both complicit in this activity. 
Either way, it was scandalous by cultural and community standards because the 
deliberate process of a pre-arranged marriage by the parents had been circumvented. 
In either the case of rape or the case of fornication, it seems Shechem is blamed for 
being the aggressor/pursuer. Shechem’s behavior was prohibited by moral codes held 
by virtually all cultures in that region, in those days. It truly was a scandal that rocked 
that community and, specifically, sent shock waves through Jacob’s family.  
Shechem, sounding all the more like a spoiled rich kid, goes to his father and says he 
has just met the woman of his dreams and he wants her for his wife no matter what it 
takes. Hamor seems more than willing to try to make this happen for his son and goes 
to Jacob to see if he can negotiate a deal for his daughter.  
It seems we humans have a tendency to blame ourselves when tragedy strikes. “If we 
had never moved to this town…” “If I had not taken this job…” “If we had never taken 
this vacation…” “If we had chosen the longer route around…”  
We tend to look back at choices we made that led up to the tragedy, then blame 
ourselves for having made bad choices. You can’t torment yourself over choices that 
were innocently made. Jacob did nothing morally wrong for settling in Shechem, and we 
certainly have no right to suggest that had he made better choices, Dinah would never 
have been violated.  
The fact is, life is full of unexpected troubles. We all know our hindsight is 20/20, but 
how are we expected to make all the “right” choices for our future that will guarantee we 
never meet with tragedy? We simply can’t. Now that doesn’t mean that we don’t make 
bad decisions from time to time, and when we do, we often pay a steep price. But I am 
not talking about bad decisions – morally bad decisions; foolish decisions; decisions 
driven more by greed than wisdom. I am talking about the common decisions we make 
every day we live; decisions we have to make in order to move from one point in life to 
the next.  

II. Landmines	and	Snares	
8 But Hamor said to them, “My son Shechem has his heart set on your daughter. Please give her 
to him as his wife. 9 Intermarry with us; give us your daughters and take our daughters for 
yourselves. 10 You can settle among us; the land is open to you. Live in it, trade in it, and acquire 
property in it.” 

Occasionally throughout this study on the patriarchs we need to take a step back and 
look at the big picture so we don’t lose track of the author’s over-arching message. 
Moses is not merely recording a series of independent narratives to tell us about the 
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exploits of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. Neither is it his goal to elevate these 
men as superheroes of the faith. It is the goal of Moses to magnify God by showing his 
enduring patience and mercy and grace dispensed in the lives of imperfect men. It is his 
goal to show God’s faithfulness even when men prove to be unfaithful. It is his goal to 
show God’s power to keep his promise – His covenant – even when the enemy works 
relentlessly to thwart that plan by introducing obstacles and distractions and rich 
opportunities for failure. Yet in spite of it all, God prevails. This is unquestionably the 
story of God with bit actors who are used to demonstrate the greatness of God.  
With that in mind, we read this narrative of the violation of Dinah with the understanding 
that this is another attempt by the enemy to stop the covenant. This was more than a 
moral failure. This evolved into a temptation to assimilate Jacob’s family into the Hivites. 
This mixing of the bloods would taint the line of Abraham that so far has been so 
carefully preserved. Abraham was tempted to compromise his heirs by adopting his 
servant. He then attempted another compromise by bearing a child through Hagar, the 
Egyptian. Abraham then became more cautious and sent for a wife for Isaac from his 
homeland, his own family, so as to avoid intermarriage with the Canaanites. Jacob also 
was convinced to keep the bloodline pure by returning to that same homeland to seek a 
wife. So far, the bloodline is intact. But violation of Dinah by Shechem the Hivite sets up 
a series of events that very nearly stops the pure lineage. Hamor negotiates with Jacob 
for the hand of Dinah for his son Shechem.  
As we read in this passage, Hamor makes an enticing offer to Jacob. In order to secure 
Dinah for his son Shechem, he invites Jacob to come join the Hivites, allow the two 
peoples to intermarry. Jacob and family would gain immediate access to all the land and 
benefits of belonging to the Hivite community. For Jacob, it meant instant security. On 
top of all that, Hamor came prepared to pay any price Jacob would ask for Dinah. This 
was also a very tempting and seductive offer. Any unmarried woman who had lost her 
virginity also lost her marketable value as a potential wife. She was considered 
damaged goods in that culture. Whereas Jacob could reasonably expect a respectable 
price for his virgin daughter by any young man seeking her hand, the fact she had lost 
her virginity meant he likely could not even pay a decent man to marry her. Her life was 
all but ruined. But Hamor makes the incredibly tempting offer to pay top dollar in behalf 
of his son. For all practical purposes, this looked like a win-win situation. Dinah’s 
reputation is spared. Jacob prospers. The entire family gets the bonus of security. To 
the untrained eye, this looks like God is taking lemons and making lemonade for Jacob. 
But this is a powerful reminder to us of how easy it is to get lured into a trap. Just 
remember -traps don’t work without enticing bait.  
We can’t forget or ignore that critical truth that we are embroiled in a constant spiritual 
battle. Satan is real. His mission is perpetual. Every minutes of every day he is focused 
on his three-point mission: Kill; Steal; Destroy. He is singularly focused and relentless in 
his pursuit. He never has any downtime. He works while you rest, while you sleep, and 
while you vacation. He never takes a day off. He is consumed with rage and works 
tirelessly to break you down, to ruin your life, to steal your health, to steal your sanity, to 
destroy your marriage. You are created in the image of God and he hates your very 
existence. God is on a mission to redeem you and satan is on a mission to destroy you. 
For him, it is a race to see if He can destroy you before you find refuge in God. He has 
set traps and snares everywhere you go and in all things you do. He puts up false fronts 



THE GREAT SCANDAL 

 3 

to lure you into his traps. He hides his landmines in seemingly innocent and safe places. 
He promises you security and happiness and peace of mind but delivers death and 
destruction.  
Hamor’s offer to Jacob was typical of Hell’s enticing offer to break you off from your 
covenant with God. You have to stay focused and stay alert. Peter warned us:  
“Be sober. Be vigilent. Because your adversary, the devil, walks about like a roaring line seeking 
whom he may devour.” 1 Peter 5:8 

III. Evil	Doesn’t	Stop	God	
As if it isn’t bad enough that Dinah, Jacob’s only daughter, is violated by a Canaanite, 
the story gets worse.  
Jacob’s sons return from the field while Hamor is there negotiating a deal with their 
father, Jacob. As they listen in and come to understand the details of the offer, they are 
enraged, but manage to keep their anger hidden. Keeping their composure, they quickly 
make the pretense of negotiating a deal with Hamor, but with one condition. If we are 
going to meld these two cultures together, this can’t be all one-sided. We will become 
like you, if you show us in good faith, you are also willing to make a few concessions to 
become like us. This is the condition. You must agree to have all the men in your camp 
circumcised like we are.  
Hamor agrees to take the proposition before his people. He returns to the city and calls 
the men of the city together at the gate. The gate was the only place with enough space 
to host a large community gathering. Ancient cities did not have the benefit of city 
planners, so houses were built too close together, streets were too narrow, no open 
space was preserved for community gatherings within the city. They had to meet at the 
gate to accommodate everyone. So, gathered at the gate, Hamor presents the 
proposition, but he sweetens it with the proposition that this will be good for their 
economy. After all, Jacob is a rich man and he has a lot of fresh beautiful women. The 
influx of new wealth and new people will be a boon to our little town. All you men have 
to do is agree to be circumcised. The allure of the benefits were surprisingly enough to 
make the men agree. What nobody knew at this point was that Jacob’s sons were 
secretly plotting a sophisticated plan to take revenge on the entire city of Shechem for 
disgracing their sister.  
The men of Shechem all get circumcised and three days after the operation, they are all 
still very sore from the procedure. They are so incapacitated that Simeon and Levi are 
able to attack the city (perhaps leading the attack and bringing help with them) and 
massacre every male in the city. Then they rescued Dinah from Shechem’s house, 
looted the city and left the place in shambles.  
When Jacob learns about what his sons did, he in incensed. He accuses them of having 
started a war they will ultimately lose, for they are greatly outnumbered.  
Here is the interesting aspect of this story, and it is one that is tricky to get our brain 
around. God did not approve of what Jacob’s sons did. Of course, bias causes people 
to have a different perspective on this. Ancient writings reveal that Jewish scholars 
tended to spin this as God-inspired, God-ordained. They pitched it as the sons of Jacob 
being used by God to carry out justice.  
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However, early church fathers who commented on this passage viewed it as a 
despicable, heinous act not approved by God. There you go. Two completely different 
conclusions drawn from the same story.  
But we believe the Jews were too biased in their conclusion. They were trying to justify 
and not condemn they great patriarch and his sons.  
But here is the interesting part. Although God did not approve what Jacob’s sons did, 
what they did actually was the means by which the tragedy of intermarriage and lineage 
pollution was avoided. The shocking, almost unthinkable truth is that God was able to 
make his plan dovetail with the wickedness performed by angry rebels.  
God has this unique ability to somehow make the evil deeds men do dovetail with his 
plan rather than thwart his plan. We see that in another big mistake made by Jacob’s 
sons, when they sold young Joseph into Egyptian bondage. That was not God’s plan or 
will, but what they meant for evil, God was able to turn around to not only fail in stopping 
his plan, but move his plan even further along.  
And here is the big take away for us. We often see some evil calamity that lead us to 
believe the enemy has finally struck a death-blow. Something happened so vile, so evil, 
we think the battle is finally over and we lost. We despair believing this is so debilitating, 
we can never recover. But the fact is God’s plan for your life is never stopped by even 
the most vile of wickedness. God finds a way to plow through that evil aberration, and 
even use the momentum generated to propel his plan forward. And that is what 
frustrated the devil so greatly. No matter what he does to damage, stop and destroy 
God’s plan, God always finds a way leverage that attack to His benefit. That is what 
God does best. That is what He can and will do for you, if you will trust Him. Don’t 
despair. Don’t quit. Let God do His work through your circumstances.  

IV. The	Wake-Up	Call	
This entire episode in Jacob’s life shook him. His pure daughter defiled. His sons go on 
vengeful murdering spree jeopardizing the family’s presence in Canaan. God speaks to 
Jacob and gives him clear direction.  
First, get rid of all the idols in your camp.  
Second go back to Bethel and make good on your promises to me. Jacob had 
previously promised to make Yahweh his God; to build a shrine to him; and to pay his 
tithe to him. It seems Jacob was slack in carrying out his promises and God called him 
back to honor his word. So he did. They buried their idols and all the jewelry associated 
with idolatry. They got rid of their clothes, tainted with their idolatrous practices, they 
purified themselves and returned to Bethel.  
We need that spiritual tune up from time to time. We need to go back to our vows to 
God and do what we promised we would do. A visit back to Bethel is vital to our spiritual 
survival. Sometimes we just get to involved in the world around us and we forget our 
duty and our vow to God. Let’s get back to Bethel - that place where we had our 
spiritual awakening and let’s make good on our vows to God.  


