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I. Jacob’s	Journey	Home	
A. Have	you	no	fear?		

Jacob and his father-in-law Laban have endured many years of a tumultuous 
relationship, each one trying to out-manipulate the other to their own advantage. These 
are two con artists who have little respect for or trust in the other. In a final showdown, 
the gloves come off and each accuses the other of being the biggest cheat. After Laban 
and Jacob vent all their anger and frustrations, they finally calm down enough to come 
to an agreeable arrangement. Jacob will indeed take his wives, children, and belongings 
and return to his home land and Laban will let him go without further argument. As the 
custom was in that culture, they built an altar for a sacrifice and made a covenant. The 
interesting aspect of this covenant is that Jacob makes his covenantal speech invoking 
two different Gods – his God and Laban’s god. In verses 42 and 53, Jacob’s god is 
referred to as “the God of Abraham” and “the Fear of Isaac.” Laban’s god is referred to 
as “the god of Nahor” or more accurately, “the gods of Nahor”, a very clear reference to 
the deities worshipped by these idolaters.  
We might find it interesting that Jacob is not as jealous for His God as we might expect 
him or want him to be. He is still very tolerant of any and all religions. “You have your 
gods and I have my god and everyone is happy.”  
But most noteworthy is that twice Jacob’s God is referred as “the Fear of Isaac.” The 
word fear does not mean “respect” as we would understand its usage in other Bible 
passages, but it truly means “dread”. But we should not assume the name implies Isaac 
dreaded God. The reference is to the fear this God was able to generate in others. 
Abraham’s God and Isaac’s God was beginning to gain a reputation among the heathen 
as a God one should wisely fear, for He has proven Himself far more powerful than any 
of the idolatrous gods the others served. It is a wise and logical thing to understand God 
is Almighty and one that should rightfully be feared by those who oppose Him.  
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10) 
Wouldn’t it be logical to turn that around and say, “No fear of the Lord is foolishness”? 
One of the most serious defects of this generation in America is the glaring absence of 
the fear of God by those who oppose Him. The anger and hostility against God in this 
day and age, in this culture has risen far above anything we have ever seen in the 
United States of America. Famous celebrities like Sarah Silverman and Kathy Griffen 
have publically spoken the filthiest blasphemies directly against Jesus as an arrogant 
challenge against His Deity. They have no fear of God.  
The fact that America has distinguished herself as a champion of abortions is bad 
enough, but in the past year we have seen that arrogance elevated to the most 
shocking level yet as women now are proudly flaunting and celebrating their abortions. 
They have no fear of God.  
Rebecca Peters, Presbyterian minister and professor at Elon University, had the 
audacity to suggest that abortion is part of the abundant life Jesus Christ promised us. 
She has no fear of God. 
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Jimmy Carter believes Jesus approves of gay marriage, as long as they are honest and 
sincere. He really has no fear of God.  
America moves further and further away from God with every passing year. We cheat 
and lie and murder and rape and fornicate and engage in pagan revelry that would rival 
anything in ancient Rome, and we do so with no compunction; no stress of conscience. 
We have no fear of God. God has been patient and silent for so long, men and women 
have begun to believe He is no longer a factor to be reckoned with. They think He is 
dead, or mythical, or powerless, or at the very minimum, totally irrelevant. They have no 
fear of God. No fear of God is utter foolishness. Charles Krauthammer, the popular 
columnist and political pundit was a self proclaimed atheist. Yet in a moment of 
surprising transparency he said, “I don’t not believe in God, but I fear Him greatly.”  
The greatest folly of this generation is their ignorant lack of fear of the one who holds 
their breath in His hands.  
I have great respect for God because I know what He can do, and I know what He will 
do to all stubborn arrogant rebels.  
I have great respect for God because I know I will stand before Him one day and give 
and account of my life. When we stand before God, all our naïve foolishness will melt 
away. We will suddenly be gripped with the realization that God saw everything we did, 
and heard everything we said and we have to explain why He was not an important part 
of our entire life here on Earth. What kind of lame excuse do you think He is going to 
buy?  

II. The	Reunion	
A. Restoring	broken	relationships;	Somebody	has	to	make	the	first	move	

As Jacob returns to his homeland, he passes close to Edom, the land where his twin 
brother Esau is known to have settled. Jacob fully plans to try to connect with his 
brother after twenty years, but has legitimate concerns about how the meeting will go. 
After all, the last time he saw his brother, Esau swore to kill him for cheating him out of 
all the benefits due to the elder son.  
Jacob sent some of his men ahead to inform Esau his brother Jacob wanted to meet 
with him. Jacob sends this message with his servants.  
‘Your servant Jacob says, I have been staying with Laban and have remained there till now. 5 I 
have cattle and donkeys, sheep and goats, male and female servants. Now I am sending this 
message to my lord, that I may find favor in your eyes.’ (Genesis 32:4-5) 
 This is a cleverly constructed message that accomplishes three things.  
First, he gives an explanation of where he has been for 20 years. This purpose is to let 
Esau know he has not been in hiding. He has not spent twenty years in stubborn 
bitterness over their last encounter. He has legitimately been occupied with marrying, 
raising a family, and building his assets in order to provide a comfortable living for his 
family. His absence was not a boycott of the family.  
Second, Jacob makes sure Esau knows he is sufficiently prosperous in his own right, 
and he is not seeking a meeting to cheat Esau out of anything.  
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Third, “I am hoping to find favor in your eyes”. This is a peacemaking effort. “Can we 
just bury the hatchet? Can we let bygones be bygones, be restored, and enjoy what 
time we have left without any family squabbles or strife?  
Here is a good take-away. Life is too short to carry on family feuds. I have yet to meet 
the first person who, when their loved ones passed on, felt the time they spent feuding 
and boycotting was time well spent. When our loved ones are gone, it gives us an 
immediate change of perspective on how we spent our life with those people. As Ann 
and I enter the final quarter of our life, we are both growing more keenly aware of the 
value of the days we have left together. If we used to fuss with one another when we 
were younger, it didn’t bother us as much that we were wasting precious time because it 
seemed we had unlimited time together. So what if we used a few of those days here 
and there embroiled in silly fights? But now, we are so keenly aware our days are 
numbered. They are finite. When you can literally count the days you have left, it 
doesn’t make any sense to waste a single one of those days in conflict. I want to be 
happy. Ann wants to be happy. We both want to enjoy each other’s company. Why not 
redeem every day to that end? I promise you, if your loved one has been given a few 
weeks to live, having been diagnosed with a terminal disease, neither one of you would 
think it wise to waste a single minute of your time remaining fussing and fighting with 
each other over silly things that don’t amount to anything.  
Jacob and Esau had a huge falling out, but twenty years later, Jacob feels it is time to 
mend fences. Twenty years has been lost and can never be recovered. They dare not 
lose any more time. Esau had legitimate arguments for why he should continue to nurse 
a grudge. Jacob was a lying cheat. But both would come to believe family relationship 
was far more important than even blessings and birthrights. What a valuable lesson for 
us, but a lesson hard for some people to learn until it is too late.  

B. Will	Esau	forgive?	
Jacob’s men returned and said Esau was making his way there and he had four 
hundred men with him. Jacob is not sure how to interpret that. Is Esau coming to make 
war? Jacob’s reaction is as follows: 
First he divides his people into two separate companies so if they are attacked, half 
might survive.  
Next, he is driven to prayer out of desperation.  
“O God of my father Abraham, God of my father Isaac, Lord, you who said to me, ‘Go back to 
your country and your relatives, and I will make you prosper,’ 10 I am unworthy of all the 
kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant. I had only my staff when I crossed this 
Jordan, but now I have become two camps. 11 Save me, I pray, from the hand of my brother Esau, 
for I am afraid he will come and attack me, and also the mothers with their children. 12 But you 
have said, ‘I will surely make you prosper and will make your descendants like the sand of the 
sea, which cannot be counted.’”  (32:9-11) 
Jacob’s prayer has one good element – his admits his unworthiness. However, notice 
how he tries to use his obedience as currency. Again, on the positive side, he 
recognizes God’s hand of blessing on him, but on the downside, he seems to be trying 
to hold God accountable to his promise. This prayer is suspect, not so much because of 
what is said, but because of the nature of the person who said it. 
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Third, Jacob puts together a huge gift of livestock for Esau, hoping to curry Esau’s 
favor.  
220 goats. 220 sheep. 30 camels. 50 head of cattle. 30 donkeys.  
Again, if we look closely, we discover Jacob is using a strategy against the possibility 
Esau is coming to make war. Esau sends the five groups of animals in five different 
waves. When each group encounters Esau, they are to alert him there is more coming. 
The burden of Esau taking on these animals plus the additional people with the animals 
will serve to slow Esau down significantly. Plus, it would stress the readiness of Esau’s 
“army” if they are on high alert five different times. Furthermore, Jacob moves his family 
across the river in to help make an attack more difficult. But Jacob remains alone on his 
side of the river. 

III. Rasslin’	With	God	
24 So Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 25 When the man saw 
that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that his hip was 
wrenched as he wrestled with the man. 26 Then the man said, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” 

But Jacob replied, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” 27 The man asked him, “What is 
your name?” “Jacob,” he answered. 28 Then the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, 
but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.” 29 Jacob 
said, “Please tell me your name.” But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he 
blessed him there. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “It is because I saw God face to 
face, and yet my life was spared.” 

This not the first time Jacob wrestles against God. This match has been going on for 
much of Jacob’s life. It is only at this point the contest takes on this kind of physical 
form.  
This is an interesting account because it seems to imply the angel is physically 
incapable of defeating this 97 year old man. “The man could not overpower him.”  
But it was the spirit of Jacob that had not yet been broken.  It took a more aggressive 
act of dislocating Jacob’s hip before Jacob began to surrender. At that point, all Jacob 
has left is to threaten to cling to his opponent until the angel “blesses” him, (gives him 
some assurance). The encounter proved to be so revolutionizing that Jacob was given a 
new name, a name that recognized the old heal grabber had finally been conquered 
and a new, changed man would emerge.  
This is the dramatic story of a self-reliant man finally surrendering to God. Jacob has 
always managed to make his own way. He saw no need for God’s help. God had to 
break him down so he would look up. Jacob resisted and wrestled to the end of his 
strength, but God won. He always does. Jacob wanted a blessing, but didn’t get the 
kind of blessing, or assurance, he envisioned. What he got was a confirmation that God 
had finally broken him – a name change would be a lifelong reminder.  
James Weldon Johnson begins his famous poem, “The Prodigal Son” with these words:  
“Young man; young man. Your arm’s too short to box with God.”  
This was that defining moment when all Jacob’s stubborn resistance, all his self 
reliance, all his manipulative ways would come to an end. Jacob surrendered. God won.  


