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As we have stated before the book of Genesis is naturally divided into two 
distinct parts: chapters 1-11 from creation to the dividing of the nations at Babel. 
The remainder of the book focuses on the patriarchs. This provides vital 
information for the roots of the Jewish people and the spiritual heritage for all 
God’s people.  
In Jewish tradition, Genesis was referred to as, “The Book of the Upright,” an 
interesting name that alludes to the inspiring stories of the great men and women 
of God found in Genesis. Eight names are plucked from Genesis to be included 
in the great faith chapter in Hebrews 11, Sarah being included among those 
giants of the faith from Genesis.  
The stories of the patriarchs form the foundation for how Israel came to be and 
how they formed their special relationship with God, all of which largely provided 
the subject matter for the rest of the Old Testament writings. Without this section 
of Genesis, the rest of the Old Testament would be difficult, if not impossible to 
understand.  
In a sense, we could think of this series on the patriarchs as the Judeo-Christian 
version of “Roots.”  
There are fifty chapters in Genesis. The patriarchal stories occupy chapters 12-
50. Of those, 13 and ¼ chapters are about Abraham. About 20 chapters are 
devoted to Joseph and about 12 chapters to Jacob and Isaac. The fascinating 
stories of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph –father, son, and grandson, great 
grandson – span about 360 years.  
In this sermon, we begin the study of the life of Abraham.  

I. The	Promise		
Summarizing Chapter 12 -   
The end of the 11th chapter gives a short account introducing Abram and sets up 
the story of Abram starting in the next chapter. The last branch listed in the 
genealogy of chapter 11 is Terah, who gives birth to three sons. The other two 
sons are not vital to Abrams story and are immediately dropped from the 
narrative.  
Without detailed explanation, Terah simply moves his family out of Ur of the 
Chaldees along with his son Abram (and wife Sarai) and his grandson Lot, and 
the headed for the land of Canaan, but chose rather to settle in Harran, falling 
short of their original destination. Hence, he is also dropped from the narrative. 
Now the focus is on Abram, Sarai, and Lot.  
Notice a valuable piece of information imparted here. Sarai is barren. The 
uniformed reader might miss the significance of that, but we who know the whole 
story readily see how the groundwork for the narrative is being set up.  
Chapter twelve tells of God speaking to Abram and directing him to keep moving, 
not to settle in Harran. And here is the great promise upon which is built virtually 
all the rest of the Bible. 



The Call of Abraham  

 2 

“Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show 
you. 2 “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name 
great, and you will be a blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses 
you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:1-3) 

II. The	Cost	of	Following	God	
Following	God	demands	a	radical	change	in	your	life.	The	changes	you	will	be	
required	to	make	are	enough	to	cause	many	to	quit	before	they	start.	God	
required	of	Abram	what	many	would	deem	the	most	valuable	things	in	life.		

A. Leave	your	dead	country	
We	marvel	at	Abram’s	willingness	to	forsake	the	most	important	things	in	his	
own	life	to	pursue	what	God	had	promised	him.		
Just	think	about	the	high	cost	of	obedience.	Following	God	is	not	cheap.	It	will	
cost	you.	God	told	Abram	what	it	would	cost	him	to	embrace	the	promise	and	
follow	Him.		
God	makes	a	magnificent	offer	to	Abram.		“I	will	make	you	a	great	nation.	I	will	
bless	you.	I	will	make	your	name	great,	and	you	will	be	a	blessing.	I	will	bless	
those	who	bless	you,	and	curse	those	who	curse	you.	And	all	the	people	of	the	
earth	will	be	blessed	through	you!”	
What	will	it	cost?	Everything!	Leave	your	country.	Your	father	stopped	in	Harran,	
but	you	need	to	leave	your	country.		
The	promise	would	not	be	fulfilled	in	his	homeland.	It	would	only	be	fulfilled	in	
the	promised	land.		
That	is	where	people	struggle.	If	you	are	going	to	follow	God;	if	you	want	the	
fulfillment	of	his	promise,	you	are	going	to	have	to	be	willing	to	move	out	of	the	
country	of	your	former	life.	Terah	moved	down	the	road.	It	wasn’t	good	enough.	
You	have	to	come	out.		
Abram	was	about	to	settle	down	the	road	a	piece.	It	wasn’t	good	enough.	He	had	
to	come	out	of	the	country.		
You	have	to	leave	the	country	of	sin	behind	and	enter	a	new	promised	land	with	
God.	You	can’t	move	around	the	corner.	You	can’t	move	to	another	township	and	
still	stay	in	the	country	of	your	former	idolatry.	You	have	to	move	clear	out.	It	is	
shocking	and	unsettling	how	many	people	want	to	embrace	the	promises	God	
offer	them,	but	they	don’t	want	move.	Spiritually	they	want	to	stay	right	where	
they	are.		

B. Leave	your	dead	religion	
Although we do not learn it from this passage, we do know Terah and his family 
were idolaters. In his inaugural speech as the new leader of Israel, Joshua 
reminded the people of how far they had come.  
‘Long ago, your fathers lived beyond the Euphrates, Terah, the father of Abraham and of 
Nahor; and they served other gods.” 
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These people were worshippers of the moon god.  
“The phases of the moon represented the natural cycle of birth, growth, decay, 
and death and also set the measurement of their yearly calendar. 

The moon God, Nanna was supreme among other gods because he was the 
source of fertility for crops, herds, and families. Prayers and offerings were 
offered to the moon to invoke its blessing.” 

As worshippers of the one true living God, we can see that this idolatrous 
religion was pathetic. But to Abram, it was his religion. People are extremely 
defensive of their religion, no matter how rotten or ridiculous it may be. I think 
one reason for that is that one’s choice of religion is a reflection of that 
person’s wisdom. If someone’s religion is to worship rocks, we have to wonder 
about that person’s intelligence.  

Paul talks about those who 

…instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look 
like mere people and birds and animals and reptiles. (Romans 1:23) 

The obvious question is, WHY??? What benefit is there to forsaking the eternal 
Almighty most high God and worshiping idols that look like snakes and lizards? 
What benefit is there in that?  
What is the benefit of worshiping nature? That is worshiping the creation and 
creature more than the creator. That simply makes no sense.  
But when the folly of someone’s religion is exposed, it makes the worshipper look 
very foolish. That is the reason it is so difficult to get people to forsake their 
religion. This would have been a monumental difficulty for Abram to overcome.  

C. Leave	your	dead	friends	and	family	
God	told	him	to	leave	his	friends	and	family	behind.	If	they	would	not	go	with	
him,	he	had	to	leave	them.		
There	are	some	of	you	here	today	that	serving	God	has	put	a	separation	between	
you	and	some	of	your	friends,	and	some	of	your	family	members.		
Just like leaving the country of your birth, leaving your friends and family behind 
who will not join you is a difficult hurdle to overcome. It can be a deal breaker.  
Jesus addressed this same issue. When challenging his disciples, Jesus said, 
26 “Those who come to me cannot be my disciples unless they love me more than they 
love father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, and themselves as well. 

Then again he said,  
“none of you can be my disciple unless you give up everything you have. (Luke 
14:26,33) 
If they won’t follow you when you follow Jesus, you have to leave them behind. 
Leaving them behind means you have to go ahead and follow Jesus. You can’t 
allow their hesitation to keep you from following God. You have to go anyway.  
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The old chorus says, “I have decided to follow Jesus”. “Though none go with me, 
still I will follow.” It doesn’t matter if friends and family won’t follow. You have to 
follow Jesus.  
For Abram, it was especially challenging to answer the call. God promises leave 
everything behind and He would make him a great nation. Abram is not a 
seasoned man of deep faith that has be tested and tried and proven. He is a 
heathen idolater being told by a voice he has never heard before to leave 
everything behind and start all over. Furthermore, Abram is keenly aware his wife 
is barren. What God is asking defies all human logic. For those who like to have 
their life all in apple pie order; for those who need structure and careful planning, 
they cringe at the risk involved in gambling all to follow God. Often God’s plan 
defies all logic.  

III. No	Fear	
How	did	Abram	respond	to	this	challenge?	His	response	was	so	remarkable,	so	
far	above	typical	human	response.		
Paul	makes	the	case	for	Abraham’s	faith	in	Romans	4.		
18 Who against hope believed in hope, that he might become the father of many nations, 
according to that which was spoken, So shall thy seed be. 
19 And being not weak in faith, he considered not his own body now dead, when he was 
about an hundred years old, neither yet the deadness of Sarah's womb: 
20 He staggered not at the promise of God through unbelief; but was strong in faith, 
giving glory to God; 
21 And being fully persuaded that, what he had promised, he was able also to perform. 

“He staggered not at the promise”. Don’t you just love that phrase? He didn’t 
flinch. He didn’t blink. He didn’t argue with God. He wasn’t overwhelmed with fear 
and anxiety. He staggered not at the promise.  
The writer of Hebrews celebrates the great faith of Abraham. 
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.9 By faith 
he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in 
tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was 
looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 

IV. Conclusion	
You can’t receive the promises of God while clinging to everything you inherited 
in your previous life. You can’t possess the promised land clinging to the 
hopeless land you now live in. You have to be willing to sell it all out to God. 
 


