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 Before we get into chapter three today, let’s do a brief summary of what has happened 
so far in the creation account. We will focus on the “function” motif.  
We begin with the earth in a state of non-functionality. There was chaos, then the world 
is brought into functionality, order and purpose. 
We see that repeated in chapter two. First, there is non-functionality. There is nothing 
growing to sustain life because there was no rain and because there was no man to till 
the soil. But keep in mind that the blessing God pronounced at the end of chapter one - 
at the conclusion of all six days of creation; after the creation of man and woman- was 
to be fruitful and multiply and subdue the earth, and to enjoy every seed bearing plant. 
But as we begin chapter two, the blessing is not functioning yet and with the beginning 
of rain for proper irrigation and man to till the soil, the blessing would become functional.  
In chapter three, we will read the account of everything functioning as God designed, 
but man and woman disrupting the function and reintroducing chaos.  
8 The Lord God planted an orchard in the east, in Eden; and there he placed the man he had 
formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow from the soil, every tree that was pleasing 
to look at and good for food. (Now the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
were in the middle of the orchard.) 
15 The Lord God took the man and placed him in the orchard in Eden to care for it and to maintain 
it. 16 Then the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat fruit from every tree of the 
orchard, 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat 
from it you will surely die.” (Genesis 2) 
 

Now the serpent was more shrewd than any of the wild animals that the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Is it really true that God said, ‘You must not eat from any tree of the 
orchard’?” 2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit from the trees of the 
orchard; 3 but concerning the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the orchard God said, ‘You 
must not eat from it, and you must not touch it, or else you will die.’” 4 The serpent said to the 
woman, “Surely you will not die, 5 for God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will open 
and you will be like divine beings who know good and evil.” 
6 When the woman saw that the tree produced fruit that was good for food, was attractive to the 
eye, and was desirable for making one wise, she took some of its fruit and ate it. She also gave 
some of it to her husband who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them 
opened, and they knew they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings 
for themselves. (Genesis 3) 

I. Created	As	Mortals	
The common notion is that man and woman and beasts of the field and vegetation and 
all living things were created immortal. Also, the benefit of living in the world before the 
curse was that, without a curse, nothing would die or decay.  
But this assumption does not explain the purpose of the tree of life.  
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If we understand the true function of the tree of life, we begin to see a very clear image 
of how this relates to the overall story of the fall of man and God’s plan of redemption 
through Jesus Christ.  
First, let’s start with the premise that man was created as a mere mortal. Let’s also 
include the animal kingdom, the vegetation, all living things – there were all mortal. They 
were all created with a life cycle. If you give this a chance, you begin to see the pieces 
fitting perfectly together. After creation and before the fall, God gave all living things the 
capacity to reproduce. The phrase “after its own kind” is familiar to us and refers to 
reproduction. What is the plan for a world where all its inhabitants live forever and each 
creature reproduces if there is not a life cycle to keep the balance?  
Second, Adam was the caretaker in the garden. This now explains the question we 
asked last week about “what does a caretaker in the Garden of Eden do?” He manages 
the garden that goes through its life cycles – pruning, planting, tilling, etc.  
Third, the tree of life (actually, the tree of youth) was the real fountain of youth. The fruit 
was capable of preserving the youth and vigor of Adam and Eve. Adam and Eve were 
human and human bodies were mortal. However, the tree of life was placed in the 
garden to sustain them. When Adam and Eve crossed the boundaries God had set and 
ate of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, they incurred the death penalty. It was not 
because the fruit was poisonous, nor was it because the fruit transformed them 
physically and biologically from immortal to mortal, but it was because they were 
subsequently banned from the garden and prohibited from eating of the life-sustaining 
tree of life.  
There has been a false theory floating around for who knows how long that Adam and 
Eve were immediately banned from eating of the tree of life after they sinned because if 
they did, they would have been immortal in their sinful state. Now that is just too painful 
to even have to waste any time on other that to say one taste of the fruit was not an 
eternal elixir. It was required for Adam and Eve to continuously partake of the fruit with 
powerful anti-aging properties in order for them to continue to live.  
It is the fact that Adam and Eve lost access to the antidote that aging and death set in. 
Notice, they didn’t immediately die, and they didn’t immediately age. They just began 
the slow process of decay that was previously suspended by the fruit of the tree of life. It 
is just like the medication I take for heart health. If I stop taking the medication today, I 
won’t die tomorrow. Slowly my cholesterol will rise. My low-density lipoproteins will 
skyrocket. My high-density lipoproteins will plummet. My triglycerides with rise and I will 
become diabetic. Cholesterol will build in my arterial walls and slowly I will become a 
walking time bomb and die of heart disease. It was the same for Adam and Eve. They 
lost access to the antidote and creeping death set in.   

II. The	Sneaky	Snake	
A. The	beguiling	begins	

We are told the serpent is crafty, which sets up his crafty interplay with Eve. He asks a 
taunting question, tricking Eve into putting God’s command into her own words.  
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The problem with putting things into our own words is we often put them into our own 
interpretation. Eve could have quoted God, but she gave her own inaccurate version. 
Eve was the first person to misinterpret what God said, but she most certainly was not 
the last. Here it is 6,000 years later and we are still doing the same thing. It is not wrong 
to paraphrase God. It is wrong to misrepresent what he truthfully has said.   
Now the real problem with Eve’s paraphrase is not what you have typically heard. You 
have typically heard that God said “Do not eat” and Eve added “neither shall you touch 
it”. While that is true, it doesn’t prove to have any significance as the story unfolds. But it 
is another fundamental error that Eve makes that is much more serious.  
God said “when you eat from it, you will surely die.” Eve said that God said, “You will 
die.” There is an important difference between “you will surely die” and “you will die.” If 
you continue to binge on sugar, you will surely die. But then there is that person that 
downs a huge cinnamon and washes it down with a Mountain Dew and says, “See, I 
didn’t die!” Eve turned it around to make it sound like they would drop dead if they ate 
the fruit.  
Now, notice the crafty serpent. When the serpent says, “Surely you will not die”, the 
Hebrew language scholars tell us that the better translation is, “Don’t think death is such 
an immediate threat.” For those of you who are fundamentally more skeptical and need 
deeper proof, I offer this.  
“When God said, ‘You will be doomed to death’, the phrase is identified as an absolute 
infinitive coupled with the finite verb of the same root. To negate this sort of syntactical 
construction, the negative particle is placed between the two verb forms, in effect 
negating the finite verb. In this case, that leads to the translation, ‘You will not be 
doomed to die.’ But that is not the construction the serpent uses. Instead the negative 
particle precedes both verb forms, thus negating the absolute infinitive. Since the 
absolute infinitive serves in this case to indicate the inevitability of the action, the 
negation of the infinitive absolute is a negation of the inevitability.”  (John Walton)  
Thus, we can say with certainty that the serpent is responding to Eve’s misquote of 
God’s command by essentially saying, “Don’t think death is such an immediate threat.”  
Thus, the serpent is carefully refuting Eve’s interpretation, but avoiding challenging 
God’s statement. In fact, throughout this conversation, the serpent completely avoids 
contradicting God.  
We see a powerful display of the crafty skills of the serpent in this narrative. The serpent 
carefully avoids lying and uses manipulation to beguile Eve.  
In all of this, we bear in mind that even though the serpent was the one interacting with 
Eve, the creature was influenced by and doing the work of satan. The best way to 
understand this is to consider the example of Peter rebuking Jesus for suggesting he 
would have to go to Jerusalem and suffer many things at the hands of his enemies. 
Jesus turned to Peter and said, “Get behind me satan. You are a stumbling block to me 
because you are not setting your mind on God’s interests.” Peter is being used by 
satan; satan is addressed in the rebuke, but Peter is rebuked for the part he played in 
the obstruction of God’s plan.  
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B. We	are	still	targets	for	satan’s	tactics	
So, the serpent makes three claims, all of which are true, but none that are the whole 
truth; none which divulge the entire story; none which address the negative side of their 
actions.  
First, (which we have already dealt with) “You don’t have to worry about immediately 
dying” 
Second, “Your eyes will be opened.” 
Third, “You will be like God” (in the ability to know good and evil).  
The serpent did not tell the whole story. He did not tell what the cost would be. He 
talked only about the gain. That is the tactic of satan. He focuses people only on the 
gain, and doesn’t tell them they will ultimately suffer a net loss.  
In Ephesians 6:11, Paul writes,  
Put on the whole armor of God that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 

1. He	works	through	people	we	trust	
The serpent was crafty. He knew better than to approach Adam. He approached Eve. 
He took advantage of her gullibility. He knew he had a better chance of better chance of 
fooling Eve than Adam. He knew Eve had a better chance of persuading Adam he did. 
He used Eve then threw her away.  
Satan also uses people to do his bidding. That is why there are so many failures in the 
clergy. Satan works through them when he gets an opportunity  because they are 
typically viewed as trustworthy and in a position of authority and unsuspecting people 
are abused through clergy who yield themselves to satan’s influence.  

2. Satan	puts	garbage	in	a	delightful	package	
In 1981, the Sanitation Department in New York went on a 17 day strike. Garbage 
quickly piled up on the streets and sidewalks of the city. Some clever people figured out 
one effective way to get rid of their garbage. Instead of putting it in garbage bags and 
tossing it on the growing heap outside, they put it in boxes and wrapped it in gift 
wrapping with a ribbon and bow, then left it in their unlocked car. Thieves predictably 
stole their garbage every day, only to discover later they were stealing pure garbage.  
Satan has been pulling that trick for centuries. He wraps his garbage in attractive 
packaging and fools continue to fall for the lame old trick.  

3. Satan	highlights	the	attractive	element	of	sin	and	hides	the	devastation.	
Sin has an attractive side to it. It is only a thin veneer, but it is enough to draw people. 
Satan knows people will not fall for his trickery if he uses truth in advertising.  
In a very shallow sort of way, sin is fun. Sin is beautiful. Sin is exciting. Sin is thrilling. 
Sin is entertaining. Sin is adventurous. Sin is compelling. Sin is liberating. Sin is 
fulfilling. This is why the sin industry is so wildly successful. The front end of sin is built 
with all these elements for one reason only – to deceive. Sin is successful only because 
of deception. Sin is NEVER what is presents itself to be. The fun and the beauty and 
excitement and thrill and adventure a freedom lasts only long enough to rob you of your 
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innocence and your dignity and your health and your home and your family and your 
peace of mind.  
We try to show the ugly side of sin, but I am astounded how many people stubbornly 
refuse to listen. They want to do what they want to do and they do not heed the 
warning!  
That illicit affair might seem like the answer to your boring life and your broken 
marriage, but you will wreck your family and destroy your integrity. Don’t do it!  
That first drink makes you feel so good and makes you fit right in with all the good ol’ 
boys just out to have a good time, but you won’t be laughing when it the poison turns 
your liver to leather and jaundice sets in and you have the shakes and the demons and 
the tremors. Don’t do it! 
You think those drugs help you cope with your problems, but they don’t solve your 
problems or take away your pain. They just mask the pain until you come back down, 
they you find yourself wasting away and spending vulgar amounts of money on your 
addiction.  
Addictions are spiritual prisons. You are lured in, but Hell has no plans on every letting 
you out. Addictions make you crazy. They make you stupid. They steal your life from 
you. One man had a sex addiction and told me he had recently been working out of 
state for a few months. During that time, he spent over $30,000 on prostitutes. Anything 
that has the power to addict you and take over control of your life, DON’T DO IT! Don’t 
give me some lame excuse about how strong you are and how you can handle it! What 
about your children? They will do what you do whether you like it or not. Can you 
guarantee me they can handle it? DON’T DO IT! 
Young man, young woman – you want to experiment with your sexuality because 
Hollywood glamorizes it; because it is all the rage in your circle of friends; because you 
don’t want to be the only living virgin in your school; because you don’t want to miss out 
on the thrill and the joy everyone talks about. But you won’t be celebrating when you 
suddenly find out you have a baby on the way. You won’t be celebrating when all your 
plans are flushed down the toilet because you have an unexpected baby coming on. 
You won’t be thrilled when the doctor says you just picked up an STD and you will carry 
the virus for the rest of your life. You won’t be as thrilled with your free-wheeling lifestyle 
when you are told you have the AIDS virus and there is no cure.  
Put on the armor of God to stand against the wiles of the devil! Put on the armor of 
God!!!!! 
 


