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4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God 
made the earth and the heavens. 
5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the Lord God 
had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams came up 
from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground.  Genesis 2 (NIV) 

Skeptics and critics try to make a big deal out of the repetitious nature of chapters one 
and two. There is no scandal here. Chapter one is a summary overview. Chapter two 
goes into more detail about the creation. It is no mystery. It is not clumsy writing. In fact, 
we have seen evidence of the same pattern in other period literature that first make a 
summary description, then go back and enlarge on certain details.  

I. The	Land	Before	Man	
This account gives us a description of the state of the earth prior to the creation of man.  
Let’s compare verses 4-6 in the KJV with the NIV 
4 These are the generations of the heavens and of the earth when they were created, in the day that 
the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 
5 And every plant of the field before it was in the earth, and every herb of the field before it grew: 
for the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a man to till the 
ground. 

6 But there went up a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the ground. (KJV) 
4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God 
made the earth and the heavens. 
5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for the Lord God 
had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 6 but streams came up 
from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground. 

A. No	vegetation	
In comparing the NIV to the KJV, we see more clearly that there was a time before the 
creation of man that the earth was barren of vegetation.  
There are two statements being made here. The first statement concerns the lack of 
shrubbery (edible plants) in the wild for lack of rain. The second statement is the lack of 
life-sustaining vegetation growing for lack of anyone to till the soil. Commentator Kenneth 
Matthews offers this paraphrase to clarify:  
“No shrub or plants were yet growing wild (for food) because God had not yet sent rain; 
and the people were not yet around to work the ground (for irrigation) so the regular 
inundations (floods) saturated the ground indiscriminately (thus no food was being 
grown.)   

B. No	rain	
The most common error derived from this passage is the popular notion that it did not 
rain on the earth from creation until Noah’s flood. If you grew up in church, you probably 
heard that.  
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There are a couple of glaring problems with this conclusion. Many assume (from Genesis 
2:6) a mist continued to provide adequate water for the needs of earth’s population from 
creation until the flood. However, the same argument could be made about tilling the 
ground. There was no rain, and there was no one to till the ground. But neither of those 
conditions continued beyond the creation of man.  
The fact that God set a “bow in the clouds” after the flood to as a sign of the covenant 
between God and Earth, does not mean there had never been a rainbow before. It 
means that God gave the rainbow a new significance in the same way Jesus gave the 
cup and the bread a new significance. It was something they always had, but from that 
point on, it had a special meaning.  
KJV uses the term “mist” but scholars agree the Hebrew term is too vague for us to be 
certain how to translate. Most scholars prefer the concept of subterranean waters rising 
and flooding the earth periodically. A mist would have left the earth parched and 
incapable of producing vegetation. A flood would have left everything too wet for 
vegetation Either way, we know one thing for certain – there was no precipitation falling 
from the sky, but there was an earthly source of water that came upon the land from time 
to time, but was still insufficient to support plant life.  
This barren, fruitless state is a perfect lead-in for the creation of man.  

II. The	Creation	of	Man	
7 Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living being. 

God created Adam in His own image, but fashioned him out of the soil. The implication is 
that man has a connection to God and to the earth. He is connected to God as the earthly 
representative of God. He is connected to the earth as having been fashioned out of all 
the elements found on earth. Angels are heavenly beings. We are earthly beings. When 
God created man, he started with dust.  

Element Percent by Mass 
Oxygen 65 
Carbon 18 
Hydrogen 10 
Nitrogen 3 
Calcium 1.5 
Phosphorus 1.2 
Potassium 0.2 
Sulfur 0.2 
Chlorine 0.2 
Sodium 0.1 
Magnesium 0.05 
Iron, Cobalt, Copper, Zinc, Iodine  0.75 
Selenium, Fluorine  
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A. Eve	-	Created;	Not	Cloned	
21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took 
one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a 
woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he brought her to the man. 

Then, God created Eve. When God created Eve, he started with Adam’s rib.  
Traces his source back to God and to the elements of the earth. Eve traces her sources 
back to God and to Adam. And like Adam. Had Eve been fashioned directly from the soil, 
there would not have been that special bond that exists between husband and wife. The 
two fountainheads of the human race, Adam and Even were connected biologically to 
each other. They didn’t share the dirt in common, they share DNA. They were connected 
in a way that all the rest of humanity is connected.  

III. Life	Before	Eve	
 Now the Lord God had planted a garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had 
formed. 9 The Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing 
to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. 

(verse 15) 
15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of 
it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; 17 but 
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it you 
will certainly die.” 

A. Adam,	the	gardener	
Adam was given two bits of instruction. First, he was to take care of the garden. He was 
to “work it”. Even in the world before the fall, before the curse, God had set things in 
place that would respond to man’s oversight and management. God started the garden 
and stocked it with fruitful trees. It was move-in ready. But God commanded Adam to 
keep it in proper condition. It is difficult for us to understand what kind of work would have 
been necessary in this perfect paradise, but there was obviously, by God’s design, work 
to be done. But there is another interesting thought worthy of consideration. Hebrew 
language scholars suggest that the particular word “work” has as much connection to 
priestly duties as it does agricultural duties. The suggestion then is that Adam may have 
been given duties as a priestly overseer in the garden, thus actually carrying out duties 
that were, in effect, the same as working in God’s temple. His duties may not have been 
so vitally necessary to the productiveness of the garden as it was to merely keeping 
God’s garden in proper order. Adam’s work was a way of worshiping and honoring God. 
Two duties we know for fact Adam would have in the garden – naming the animals and 
guarding against talking snakes.  

B. Adam,	the	free	moral	agent	
The second instruction God gave Adam was to never to eat of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. This instruction and warning would have never been necessary if Adam 
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had not been created as a free moral agent. God gave man the capacity to make 
decisions independently and apart from God. God introduces man to the object in the 
garden that will ultimately be used to prove his allegiance to and respect for God. It would 
be Adam’s opportunity to express his gratitude to his creator by respecting the 
boundaries set before him. The stage is set. The rules are all in place. All Adam has to do 
is tend to his duties and observe the boundaries.  

C. Adam,	the	loner.	
19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the 
sky. He brought them to the man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man 
called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So the man gave names to all the livestock, the 
birds in the sky and all the wild animals. 
But for Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep 
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place with 
flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and he 
brought her to the man. 

Obviously one of the tasks God assigned to Adam was to name the animals. The naming 
of the animals was a side issue. That is clear from verse 18 where God declares “It is not 
good for man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” Then God begins the 
process by instructing Adam to name all the animals. What God really wanted to 
accomplish here was to make a full demonstration of the fact that Adam would never be 
fulfilled completely fulfilled taking a beast of the field as his helper. Adam was looking for 
something he could connect with. He was looking for something that was like himself. He 
looked throughout the animal kingdom and found nothing that was suitable for him. There 
were flocks of birds. Every beast had a mate. Some beasts moved in packs or herds. 
Every living creature on earth had companionship except Adam. He was a one of a kind. 
He found nothing to resemble himself. After naming the beasts, his sense of aloneness 
was heightened.  

IV. Here’s	Your	New	Helper	
That is when God put Adam to sleep, extracted a rib, and created Eve. Imagine the 
dramatic scene. God wakes Adam up and presents His project to him. This is similar 
language used when God brought the beasts to Adam and said, “name them.” God 
brought the bird and he named them. God brought the lions and he named them. God 
brought the apes, and he named them. This time he brings this new creature to Adam. 
And what is the first thing Adam does? He names her. After all, that is what he thought he 
was supposed to do every time God brought another creature before him.  
But the name he gives her indicates he sees something very special.  
“This is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh. I will call her ‘woman’ for she was taken 
out of man”.  
God explains to Adam, “this is your new helper.”  
Now this is where we start having some difficulties in understanding just how God 
intended men and women to co-exist in this world.  
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And the first recorded words of Adam were, “This is bone of my bone and flesh of my 
flesh. She shall be called woman because she was taken out of man.” Hebrew – Ish and 
Ishah. Adam has a connection with this new creature he cannot possibly have with any 
other creature because they are biologically connected. Adam is made of dirt. The only 
connection he has with the animal kingdom is geological. But this one one of his kind. 
She was a lot like him, but curiously different. They are “one flesh”. The same, only 
different.  
I give you two terms I want you to remember. “Complementarian” and “Egalitarian”. 
These are hot topic terms in modern day culture and in Christianity. They define two 
differing viewpoints on how God intended men and women to co-exist on this earth. What 
is their relationship supposed to be?  
The Complementarians fundamentally see man as being the head and the wife as 
fulfilling the role of supporter. Extreme Complementarianism makes women subservient 
to men.  
Egalitarians are focused on the equality of women with men and basically reject any 
notion of men and women having gender based roles. Extreme Egaliltarianism tends to 
erase any differences between the two sexes and leads to blurring of the genders.  
Extremism in either camp is absurd. If you find a church or a denomination that refuses to 
allow women in ministry, that is because of their Complementarian philosophy.  
However, the question is this: what did God mean when He made Eve Adam’s helper? 
While Complementarians tend to think of helper as a subservient sideckick, what God  
actually provided for Adam was an indispensible partner required to accomplish a Divine 
mission. Women would play a vital role in human survival and success.  
While I would not consider myself Complementarian, neither do I ignore the unique 
differences between men and women that Egalitarians don’t like to talk at length about. 
Just as God created the universe and gave each of his creations specific purposes and 
roles, so he made men and women with unique purposes and talents and abilities suiting 
them for certain roles. Some of those unique differences are obvious. Men were never 
meant to have babies. Women were not created with the physical frame and structure 
that men were given. Complementarians have suggested roles that men and women 
should fall into that really have no Biblical basis. Complementarians might suggest 
women should do all the cooking and cleaning and men should fix the car and patch the 
roof. Those are not the roles God assigned Adam and Eve.  
Whatever you work out in your marriage that pleases both of you is good enough for me. 
Men have found themselves raising children alone and they have managed to be both 
father and mother to their children. Women have found themselves alone in life and 
managed to be chief cook and bottle washer as well as self-taught mechanic and 
carpenter. We have enough brain power to do about anything we need to when called 
upon. We typically don’t say, “That’s woman’s work.” But I can tell you my wife and I are 
different. We think differently. We process information differently. We are emotionally 
different. She brings things to our marriage that are missing in my personality and my 
skills. I do the same. We are partners. We complete the picture. Humanity survives and 
thrives by the contribution of both men and women working together. It is a pathetic 
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shame that our culture chooses to erase the uniqueness men and women bring to 
humanity. Two women or two men are not complete. But a man and a woman completes 
the picture.  
One of the most heavily emphasized features of the creation of Adam and Eve is the fact 
that God created them “male and female.” That was noted in Chapter one, the brief 
overview of creation. Yet this Moses takes time to make this one special point in the 
summary chapter. “He created them male and female.” Why state the obvious? Because 
it was vitally important to stress the gender distinction was a specific design of God. 
Moses repeats this truth in Genesis 5 when giving Adam’s family line. He starts the 
genealogy like this:  
“When God created mankind, he made them in the likeness of God. 2He created them male and 
female and blessed them”. (Gen 5:1) 
Then in Matthew 19, we find the Pharisees bringing a question of divorce to Jesus.  
“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any and every reason? (Matthew 19:4) 
Look at the response of Jesus:  
4“Haven’t you read,” he replied, “that at the beginning the Creator ‘made them male and 
female,’ 5and said, ‘For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his 
wife, and the two will become one flesh’? 6So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore 
what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 
Notice, in his answer Jesus included the phrase “He made them male and female”. Jesus 
thought that bit of information vital to the answer. “He created them male and female.” 
The story of creation is not merely about God creating human beings, it is about 
specifically creating “male and female.”   
The roles God assigned Adam and Eve were “Adam, you will be male. Eve, you will be 
female. Your desire will be for one another. You share some characteristics, but you each 
will have your special giftings by design that you will bring to the relationship. You are 
completed by each other.”  
Sir, your wife was designed to complete you. Ma’am, your husband was designed to 
complete you. Together you both rise to your fullest potential. That is God’s design.  


